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Famine toll rises in Somalia 

MOGADISHU (R) — Deaths from starvation and diseases 
related to malnutrition are increasing in Somalia, target of an 
international operation to stop famine two years ago, aid agencies 
in MpgatiBhu ^ 011 Sunday. The famine prevention committee 
set up by the self-styled president, Mohammad Farah Aideed — 
whose government is recognised only by Libya — said at the 
weekend that at least 11,000 families were suffering from 
starvation and related disease. “The humanitarian situation is 
worsening, at a time when many of the relief agencies formerly 
operating in Somalia have withdrawn their staffs,'* one aid worker 
said. General Aideed's famine committee said 13 camps for 
displaced people lacked shelter, food and water. Poor sanitation 
was escalating the spread of disease. The French agency Interna- 
tional Action Against Hunger (AlCF) has launched four feeding 
'centres for malnourished children under five in Mogadishu. Bui 
they have been unable to save many of the children registered, 
who have died from diarrhoea, tuberculosis and other diseases. 
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18 killed in bus attack in Algeria 

ALGIERS (AP) — Militants killed 18 people Sunday and injured 
IS others, mostly children, in an attack on a bus south of Algiers, 
Algerian security forces said. Police killed four members of the 

K as they made their retreat, the statement said, and "security 
are continuing the search." Among the dead are three 
young children and woman, security forces said. Most of the 
injured are children, it added. The statement blamed the attack on 
a “terrorist group," language used to refer to militants waging an 
insurgency. It gave no details as to how the 9 a.m. attack near 
Laghouat’ 32S kilometres directly south of Algiers, was carried 
out. The attack was one of the deadliest targeting civilians since 
the start of the insurgency three and-a-half years ago. The bus was 
travelling between the towns of Ghicha ana Rabta, neighbouring 
Laghouat, known as a haven of militants. Insurgents increasingly 
attack buseS'flndlGiins^nit usually ask passengers to get out and 
simply burn the weriides. 
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German team 
begins visit 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A Ger- 
man delegation led by Hans 
Klein, president of the Bun- 
destag (parliament), arrived 1 
in Amman Sunday on a six- 
day visit to Jordan. They will 
meet with His Royal High-* 
ness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, and senior Jorda- ‘ 
nian officials. During their 
stay in Jordan the German 
j parliament members will 
■ have meetings with the 
speakers and the members of 
the Upper and Lower Houses 
of Parliament on topics of 
concern to the two countries. 
The delegation groups repre- 
sentatives of the various Ger- 
man political parties. 

Guerrilla killed 
in Israeli shelling 

MARJAYOUN (AP) — 
Israeli forces in a South 
Lebanon border enclave kil- 
led a guerrilla Sunday when a 
group of guerrillas attempted 
to launch an attack in the 
area, security sources re- 
ported. They said the Hizbol- 
Jah guerrilla was killed when 
Israeli tanks fired about 
seven shells on the Amoun 
road on the edge of the en- • 
clave Israel calls a “security 
zone." There was no con- 
firmation of any casualty 
from the Lebanese army or 
sources at Hizbollah. 

No-smoking law 
takes effect in Kuwait 

KUWAIT (AP) — Lighting a 
_ cigarette in public places may 
n* now cost a smoker a 50-dinar 
($1 66) fine. A two-time 
offender will pay twice as 
much under a strict anti- 
smoking law that took effect 
__ *t— Sunday. Smoking has been 
banned in virtually all' closed 
buildings except for private 
homes. The law, passed by 

E arliament last May, also 
ans smoking in private cars. 
Restaurants and coffee shops 
have to designate smoking 
areas. Shops are not allowed 
to sell tobacco to anyone 
under 21 years old. 

Sudan hits Carter 

KHARTOUM (AP) — 
Sudan’s Islamist government, 
which once hailed Jimmy 
Carter as a peacemaker, cal- 
led the former LTS. president 
biased and unfair Sunday af- 
ter he criticised the regime. 
Mr. Carter ended an African 
tour Saturday during which 
be said that neither Sudan’s 
government nor southern re- 
bels were interested in peace 
talks to end the 12-year-old 
civil war. More than 1.3 mil- 
lion people have died in the 
war and famines caused by 
the fighting. Mahdi Ibrahim, 
minister of state for presiden- 
cy, accused Mr. Carter of 
“losing balance, objectivity, 
morality and fairness." “We 
thought Carter enjoyed those 
merits but this position re- 
vealed that his endeavours do 
not differ from the official 
■d American ) policy which 
.'rargets Sudan,” he was 
quoted as saying Sunday in 
Akhbar A1 Yom, a daily 
Sudanese newspaper. Mr.' 
Carter brokered a ceasefire 
in Sudan that ended in July. 
It allowed health projects 
sponsored by the Carter 
Foundation of Atlanta to try 
to eradicate a worm which 
causes river blindness in the 
war-tom south. 


Turkish speaker resigns, 
calls for early polls 
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ANKARA (R) — The speak- 
er of the Turkish parliament 
Resigned on Snnday, calling 
for early general elections 
and fuelling speculation ab- 
out a challenge to Prime 
Mimster Tansu Ciller from 
within her own party. 
Hnsamettin Cindoruk, an 
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Jerusalem is a constituency 
in autonomy polls - Arafat 

Settlers block access to King Hussein Bridge; 
Israeli court defers ruling on women prisoners 


PALESTINIAN LEADER 
Yasser Arafat said on Sunday 
that Jerusalem will be among 
constituencies electing a « 
Palestinian council. Algeria’s . 
state-run radio reported. 

“I announce to you the 
good news that Jerusalem is 
one among the Palestinian 
election constituencies,” Mr. 
Arafat was reported as 
saying. 

The election of a 82- 
member Palestinian council 
in the West Bank and Gaza is 
one of the main provisions of 
the Israeli-Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
agreement signed on Thurs- 
day at the White House in 
Washington. 

An Israeli version of the 
accord initialled in Taba on 
Sept. 24 states that there will 
be “various constituencies set 
out in the Palestinian election 
law” to be passed by the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (ENA). 

The accord further stipu- 
lates the constituencies “shall 
be consistent with the provi- . 
sions of this agreement,” but 
it was not immediately clear 
whether the Israeli govern- 
ment regarded this as tanat- 
mount to agreeing to a Jeru- 
salem constituency. 

PLO negotiators bad pre- 
viously said East Jerusalem 
Palestinians would be 


allowed to vote in the elec- 
tions at public buildings in 
the city, but had not referred 
to a Jerusalem constituency 
as such. 

Mr. Arafat held talks with 
the Algerian President 
Liamine Zeroual m Algiers 
on Sunday over his deal with 
Israel expanding Palestinian, 
self-rule in the West Bank,' 
Algerian radio said. 

Israel’s supreme court 
meanwhile ordered a group 
of Palestinian women prison- 
ers held for at least another 
24 hours despite the govern- 
ment’s agreement to release 
them as part of the accord 
with the PLO. 

As part of the autonomy 
agreement signed in 
Washington, Israel agreed to 
release 2.000 of the 5,000 
Palestinian prisoners it holds, 
as well as all 28 women pris- 
oners. 

But right-wing critics have 
argued that some of the 
women were convicted of 
killings, while the agreement 
also states that detainees im- 
prisoned for causing death 
will not be released. 

In five of the cases — in 
which the accused are resi- 
dents of East Jerusalem and 
therefore not subject of milit- 
ary courts — the government ■ 
is asking President Ezer 
Weizman to issue a pardon. 


Mr. Weizman says be has not 
yet decided whether to comp- 
ly- 

After two attorneys 
appealed against a release of 
the women, the supreme 
court ordered them held 
pending a debate to begin 

The attorneys argued Mr. 
Weizman should in any case 
be disqualified from issuing a 
group amnesty since his au- 
thority is limited to individual 
causes. 

It is not known when the 
government intended to re- 
lease the women. Officials 
said some prisoners would be 
released this week. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres said meanwhile 
Israel would start withdraw- 
ing troops and shutting down 
the offices of hs military gov- 
ernment in the West Bank 
this month. 

Hie impending transfer of 
power set off protests among 
Jewish settlers in the Jordan 
Valley, who claimed they 
were being abandoned. 

Mr. Peres, speaking to the 
Associated Press, said the 
troop withdrawal from the 
West Bank would probably 
begin "in several weeks.” 

Mr. Peres said the goal was 
to have troops out of West 
Bank towns and villages by 
the end of the year, except 


for Hebron, where a compli- 
cated arrangement that 
leaves Israeli troops in the 
city to protect Jewish settlers 
is being worked out. 

“Hebron will take six 
months," Mr. Peres said. 

Mr. Peres, in the United 
States for last Thursday's 
White House signing of the 
Israel-PLO agreement, said 
Israel would also shut down 
the 12 offices of its military 
government in the West 
Bank. 

Shlomo Dror, a spokesman 
for the military government, 
said the first four offices 
would be closed next week, 
and the others would be 
closec within six months. 

Palestinian sources said the 
Israelis and Palestinians 
argued until the last minute 
before die signing over a 
timetable for Israel’s with- 
drawal from the West Bank. 
In the end, the Israelis agreed 
to begin; the pullout 10 days 
after the signing, instead of 
six months afterwards. 

The army is expected to 
withdraw first from the city of 
Jenin in the northern West 
Bank and surrounding vil- 
lages, followed by Nablus, 
Tulkarem and Kalkilya, then 
Ramallah and Bethlehem 
and finally Hebron. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Libya to oust 5,000 more 
Palestinians in one week 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Tripo- 
li prepared Sunday to expel 
up to 5,000 Palestinians by 
land, sea and air in the com- 
ing week, while more than 
300 deportees remained 
stranded in no-man’s land be- 
tween Egypt and Libya. 

"The committee for the 
return of Palestinians is re- 
serving boats and airplanes to 
transport the Palestinians 
from Tripoli, Benghazi and 
Tobruk to Lebanon and else- 
where,” a Libyan diplomat, 
who asked to remain anony- 
mous, told AFP. 

“Others will go by land” to 
the Egyptian border, the di- 
plomat said, adding that 
“1,500 to 5,000 people will 
leave within the week.” 

Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi has ordered die ex- 
pulsion of all 30,000 Palesti- 
nians in his country in an 
attempt to show up the “fai- 
lure” of Israel-Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
accords to create a valid 
Palestinian homeland. 

Late Saturday Libya expel- 


led around 800 Palestinians, 
mostly women and children, 
into a barren strip of no 
man’s land on the border 
with Egypt, witnesses said. 

A United Nations official 
said the latest expulsions 
brought to around 6,000 the 
number of Palestinians 
thrown oat of the country in 
the last three months. 

The deported Palestinians, 
.many without identity cards 
or travel documents, were 
‘ taken 'by bus to the Salloum 
border crossing, where many 
of their countrymen were 
earlier stranded for weeks. 

Hassan Ai Asmar, a 
spokesman for the deportees, 
told Reuters he expected 
hundreds more would join 
those stuck in the scorpion- 
infested patch of desert, hem- 
med in by barbed wire be- 
tween the two states. 

The Cairo representative 
of the U.N. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) called on Libya to 
halt the expulsions. 

“We are appealing to the 


Libyan government for res- 
traint, to stop expelling and 
stop relocation of Palesti- 
nians within the country until 
a solution can be reached,” 
UNHCR Representative 
Pan os Mouratzis told Reu- 
ters. "Innocent people are 
suffering from these mea- 
sures.” 

Col. Qadhafi called on 
Arab countries on Sept. 1 to 
throw out Palestinians in an 
effort to show up the short- 
comings of Palestinian self- 
rule in the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho. The latest wave of 
expulsions follows the signing 
of a deal expanding Palesti- 
nian self-rule to much of the 
West Bank. 

The official Libyan news 
agency JANA said on Satur- 
day the Palestinians were “on 
tbeir way home in com-.- 
pliance with the Palestinian 
masses’ decision to go home, 
responding to the call of the 
revolution leader (Qadha- 
fi).’’ 

(Continued on page 7) 


Abdul Rahman, all others 
are found guilty of plotting 


NEW YORK ( AP) — Sheikh 
Omar Abdul Rahman was 
convicted Sunday of directing, 
militants to bomb the United 
Nations and New York 
bridges and tunnels to fright- 
en the United States into 
changing its Middle East poli- 
cies. 

The jury also convicted AI 
Sayyid Nossair in connection 
with the 1990 killing in New 
York of extremist Rabbi 
Meir Kahane, an assassina- 
tion once described as an 
isolated attack by a crazed 
gunman but later as the open- 
ing blow of “war of urban 
terrorism.” 

After a week of delibera- 
tions, the jury also convicted 
eight others of seditious con- 
spiracy in the failed bombing 
plot. 

Most of the defendants 
looked on sternly. But one 
smirked and another repe- 
atedly yelled in Arabic, "God 
is great.” 

Sheikh Abdul Rahman 
kept his head bowed, as he 
had throughout the trial 


while he listened to' an inter- 
preter through headphones. 
His attorney, Lynne Stewart, 
cried. 

Afterwards, she told repor- 
ters that the sheikh said 
“He’s not the first person to 
go to prison for his beliefs... 
and he won’t be the last.” 

The verdict concluded a 
nine-month trial returning 
more than 200 witnesses and 
hundreds of exhibits in a 
heavily guarded Manhattan 
courthouse patrolled daily by 
a bomb-sniffing dog. 

Facing a rarely used civil 
war-era seditious conspiracy 
charge, the defendants were 
accused of plotting bombings 
and killings to make the Un- 
ited States stop supporting 
Israel and Egypt. 

The centrepiece of the plot 
featured five bombs in 10 
minutes, meant to blow up 
the United Nations, the Lin- 
coln and Holland tunnels, the 
George Washington Bridge 
and a federal building, 
according to the government. 
Videotapes showed defen- 


dants mixing bomb ingre- 
dients in a Queens garage 
just before their 1993 arrests.. 

The government had cast a 
wide net with the trial, using 
an FBI informant code 
named "Dallas” to shut down 
a cell that prosecutors said 
had operated in the United 
States since 1989. 

It cited proof of telephone 
contact between the sheikh 
and bombers of the World 
Trade Centre in New York 
on Feb. 26, 1993, and trans- 
cripts of hundreds of taped 
conversations and excerpts 
from speeches in which the 
blind Egyptian sheikh said. 
“We must terrorise the ene- 
mies of Islam and... shake - 
the earth under their feet.” 

Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Patrick Fitzgerald said that in' 
1990, the 57-year-old cleric, 
months after arriving in the 
United States, urged attacks 
similar to a suicide bombing 
that killed 241 U.S. Marines 
and caused the withdrawal of 

(Continued on page 7) 


Kuwait 

studying 

‘Iraqi 

troop 

moves’ 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — 
Kuwait said on Sunday it was 
examining a British newspap- 
er report alleging Iraq was 
building up its forces in 
southern Iraq. 

“Kuwait is following up the 
report, and (Kuwait) under- 
lines the need for Iraq’s com- 
pliance with U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 949,” 
Cabinet Affairs Minister 
Abdul Aziz Al Dakhil was 
quoted as saying by the offi- 
cial Kuwait News Agency. 

Britain’s Sunday Tunes re- 
ported Iraq had moved an 
additional 100 tanks and 
armoured personnel carriers 
into southern Iraq, adding 
there had been an “unusual” 
upsurge in Iraqi military sig- 
nal traffic. 

It said the alleged moves, 
which it said had been de- 
tected by Western spy satel- 
lites, had caused “intense de- 
bate” among U.S. intelli- 
gence and defence officials. 

Western diplomats in 
Kuwait said the activity de- 
scribed by the Sunday Times 
related to the repair and re- 
furbishment of Iraqi tanks 
and was not a deployment of 
forces. It did not appear 
cause for alarm. 

(Continued from page 12) 



BEIJING RESULTS REVIEWED: Her Royal Highness Princess Basma on Sunday 
discusses the outcome of the recent U.N. Fourth Conference on Women held in 
Beijing with Islamic Action Front (IAF) Secretary-General Ishaq Farhan, IAF 
member and Senator Abdul Latif Arabiyat and IAF deputies Abdullah Akaileh, 
Bassam Omoush'and Ziyad Khalifeh. Princess Basma, who led the Jordanian 
delegation to the Beijing conference, spoke about the role played by and 
coordination among the Arab and Islamic delegations to the gathering, especially 
over resolutions adopted by the meeting related to religious issues. The IAF leaders 
and deputies expressed their willingness to cooperate with the Jordanian National 
Committee on Women (Petra photo) 


Oman agrees to establish 
trade relations with Israel 


MUSCAT (Agencies) — 
Oman said Sunday it had 
agreed to set up official trade 
relations with Israel, becom- 
ing the first Gulf Arab state 
to open formal ties with the. 
Jewish state. 

The official Oman News 
Agency (ONA) said the deci- 
sion followed a meeting at 
the United Nations in New 
York between Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres and 
his Omani counterpart, 
Yousef Ben Alawi Abdullah. 

“The two ministers have 
agreed to open trade repre- 
sentation offices for mutual 
technical and trade coopera- 
tion” between the two coun- 
tries, the agency said. 

It said they met late Satur- 
day on the sidelines of a 
meeting of the U.N. General 
Assembly. 

Oman and its five Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
allies do not have formal 


diplomatic ties with the Jew- 
ish state although they agreed 
last year to lift an Arab 
boycott of foreign firms deal- 
ing with Israel. 

The Saudi Arabian- 
dominated GCC supports the 
Middle East peace process, 
but the group says any nor- 
malisation of ties with Israel 
must be preceded by a com- 
prehensive peace in the re- 
gion, including Israeli with- 
drawal from the Syrian Golan 
Heights and southern Leba- 
non. b 

Oman and fellow GCC 
member Qatar have hosted 
Middle East multilateral 
peace talks, held public meet- 
ings with Israeli officials and 
received senior Israeli offi- 
cials at home. 

The Israeli and Omani 
ministers have met several 
times in the past while Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin last year visited Oman 


for talks with Sultan Qaboos 
Ben Sa’id — the highest pub- 
lic contact between a GCC 
state and Israel. 

Oman was the only GCC 
state and one'of only three 
Arab League members not to 
sever ties with Egypt when it 
became the first Arab state to 
sign a peace accord with 
Israel in 1979. 

The oil-rich GCC also 
groups Kuwait, .the United 
Arab Emirates and Bahrain, 

Last month Qatar's ruler. 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa 
Al Thani, said his country 
was ready to sell gas to Israel. 

Although Qatar has no im- 
mediate plans to export gas 
directly to Israel, it has given 
Enron" Coip of the United 
States the right to market gas 
from a proposed Qatar pro- 
ject in the Mediterranean Sea 
basin, including Israel. 

Qatar has the world’s third 
largest proven gas reserves. 


Iran ‘will retaliate’ if Israel 
attacks its nuclear facilities 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — A 
senior official said in com- 
ments published Sunday that 
Iran would “inflict a stunning 
blow” if Israel ever carried 
out a threat to attack Fran’s 
nuclear facilities. 

The Israelis “are complete- 
ly mistaken if they think they 
have the capability to carry 
out their threats without a 
reprisal.” the commander of 
the Iranian air force. Briga- 
dier General Habib Baqai, 
told the Kyhan Havai news- 

Te Iranian air force “is 
.fully prepared to inflict a 
heavy blow on them," the 
English-language paper 
quoted Gen. Baqai as saying. 

Last Dec. 31, Israel's milit- 
ary planning chief, Uzi Day- 
an, warned that Tehran had 
made a ‘'significant advance” 
in its nuclear capabilities and 
could produce a bomb in less 
than five years. 


That, be warned, “could 
lead Israel to take a decision 
on this matter next year ... 
aimed at removing this 
threat.” 

Mr. Dayan spoke after 
Russia agreed to sell two 
nuclear reactors to Iran. 
Israel is considered to be the 
only nuclear power in the 
Middle East and does not 
want its nuclear monopoly 
challenged by Iran, a state it 
considers hostile. 

Mr. Dayan did not elabo- 
rate. But in June 1981, eight 
Israeli F-16 fighter-bombers, 
escorted by eight F-15 fight- 
ers, knocked out Iraq’s 
French-built Osirak nuclear 
reactor near Baghdad with 16 
bombs. 

“I don’t take their threat 
seriously because they’re-not. 
in a position to make such a 
claim,” Gen. Baqai declared. 

Tehran denies it is engaged 
in a clandestine nuclear 


weapon programme, claim- 
ing it wants nuclear reactors 
for civilian use only. 

Iran has rebuilt its air force 
since the 1980-88 war with 
Iraq, in which its mainly 
U.S.-built combar jets were 
largely grounded by a lack of 
spare parts, avionics and mis- 
siles because of a Western 
arms embargo. 

"Today we enjoy a power- 
ful air force fully prepared to 
counter any foreign threats,” 
Gen. Baqai safd. 

“We’ve improved our de- 
fence systems, eliminated the 
deficiencies of our electronic 
systems, put back to use the 
planes grounded because of 
damage and spare parts and 
improved our air-to-ground 
missiles,” he said. 

He said the air force is 
self-sufficient, echoing claims 
by other top leaders that the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Holbrooke hopes to plug Bosnia gaps 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
With the warring sides still 
far apart on conditions for a 
nationwide ceasefire. U.S. 
envoy Richard Holbrooke 
took his peace mission to the 
third Balkan capital in as 
many days Sunday, hoping to 
close the gap. • 

Fighting continued in Bos- 
nia, with the Serbs struggling 
to regain lost grounaand 
government troops apparent- 
ly pressing an offensive on 
the western town of Mrkonjic 
Grad. 

Mr. Holbrooke was meet- 
ing Croatian government 
leaders after inconclusive 
talks with the Bosnian gov- 
ernment in Sarajevo and Ser- 
bian President Slobodan 


Milosevic, the main power 
broket in the Balkans. 

Mr. Holbrooke was trying, 
among other things, to 
negotiate a ceasefire. But 
prospects appeared slim for 
one anytime soon. 

“As we said many times, 
the distance separating the 
two sides is very large on all 
the basic issues." Mr. Hol- 
brooke told reporters before 
departing the Serbian and 
Yugoslav capital Belgrade for 
Zagreb, Croatia* 

“Every time we talk, each 
side clarifies its views a little, 
but while both sides say they 
want to stop the fighting, 
they haven’t agreed on how 
this would be done.” he said. 
**I don’t want to be optimis- 


tic, and I don't want to be 
pessimistic.” 

Mr. Milosevic, who negoti- 
ates on behalf of Bosnian 
Serbs, said in a statement 
that a ceasefire was a prere- 
quisite for any high-level 
peace talks, after which “the 
ceasefire should transform 
into a permanent peace." 

Among the Muslim-led 
Bosnian government's condi- 
tions for a ceasefire aife total 
lifting of Sarajevo's siege. 
Bosnian Serbs have removed 
their heaviest guns from 
around the city, but insist 
that the rest need to stay in 
place to protect Serb-held 
portions of Sarajevo. 

In Zagreb, Mr. Holbrooke 
meeting Croatian President 


Franjo Tudjman, and then 
was to return to Sarajevo on 
Monday after a brief stop in 
Sofia. Bulgaria. 

Mr Holbrooke is trying to 
build on what Washington 
considers the best prospects 
yet for ending the war. The 
warring parties agreed last 
week in New York on a 
power-sharing scheme in a 
future government, although 
tricky details have vet to be 
resolved. 

_ Bosnian government offi- 
cials advised reporters not to 
leave Sarajevo before Mr. 
Holbrooke comes back on 
Monday, because a ceasefire 
might be agreed. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Peace accord no ticket 
home for Palestinians 


NAQURA (AFP) — Palesti- 
nian deportees Mohammad 
Julani and Khamis Khodr 
have been waiting to go home 
for five months, but the latest 
Israeli-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) peace 
accord appears to have pas-, 
sed them by. 

To “kill time,” Mr. Julani, 
27, and Mr. Khodr, 56, take a 
daily swim in a secluded, 
clear bay on the Mediterra- 
nean as guests of United Na- 
' tions forces in Lebanon. 
They also play chess, read, 
watch videocassettes and 
learn English. 

Despite such a leisurely 
life, Mr. Khodr says: “We're 
dead. We moved from a 
small prison to a bigger one.” 

The Fateh comrades were 
expelled to Lebanon by Israel 
in April after serving a com- 
bined 34-year jail sentence 
for planning attacks in the 
Jewish state. 

The pair hold Jordanian 
nationality, but Amman 
turned down requests for 
their return, saying they are 
Palestinians, in view of the 
1988 Jordanian decision to 
sever links with the West 
Bank. 

The Palestinian self-rule 
authorities want to give them 
a home in the autonomous 
regions, but Israel refuses, 
saying they are “temtorists” 
and a threat to the Jewish 
state. 

When the pair were driven 
blindfolded and arms bound 
from the Bersheeva prison to 
Lebanon and told “if you 
come back, we’ll kill you,” 
they walked to the nearest 
Lebanese army checkpoint. 

Lebanon, which refuses ' 
Palestinian deportees, turned 


them back. 

The U.N. I nterim Force in 
Lebanon (UNIFIL) opened 
the gates to its Naqura head- 
quarters in the Israeli-occu- 
pied “security zone” and be- 
gan searching for a solution 
with the International Red 
Cross-flCRC). 

“We took them in for pure- 
ly humanitarian reasons. 
Keeping them here is not an 
easy task, we worry about 
their safety and cannot let 
them go outside the com- 
pound," said UNIFIL 
spokesman Timur Goksel. 

“Someone has to have 
courage to reverse the deci- 
sion of expelling them. It's a 
wrong decision which clashes 
with the Middle East peace 
process,” he said. 

ICRC chief in Beirut Phi- 
lippe Gai llard denounced the 
deportation as a “blatant 
violation” of Article 49 of the 
Fourth Geneva Convention. 

“The only solution is poli- 
tical but Israel is blocking 
everything,” said Mr. Gail- 
lard. 

“Before the peace process 
they we.re victims of the war. 
Now they are the forgotten 
victims of peace.” 

Mr. Khodr and Mr. Julan i 
sleep in cells where UNIFIL 
locked up drunken soldiers 
bat they have access to the 
spado os grounds, the private 
beach, foe mess hall and 
other facilities. 

On foe eve of the signing 
last week of foe PLO-Israeli 
West Bank autonomy accord 
in Washington, Mr. Julani 
and Mr. Khodr sipped 
Israeli-made juice out of a 
can on a verandah overlook- 
ing the Mediterranean. 

“If- no solution is found 


within two months we'll seek 
political asylum, maybe from 
an Arab country, and ask 
that the Palestinian embassy 
take us as theirs wards,” Mr. 
Julani said. 

Mr. Gaillard said this 
would only serve to sanction 
further Israeli expulsions. 

“It would be making things 
too easy for Israel and allow 
it to expel any undesirable 
Palestinians,” he said, as in 
1992 when Israel expelled 415 
Palestinians to Lebanon. 

With foe latest expulsions 
of Palestinians from Libya, 
their situation seems more 
than ever precarious. 

“I don’t see which country 
will agree to take them now 
that (Libyan leader Muam- 
raar) Qadbafi is expelling 
Palestinians,” Mr. Gaillard 
said. 

In between beating Irish 
peacekeepers at chess, play- 
ing football 'and reading 
Withering Heights and the 
poems of Mahmoud Dar- 
wish, Mr. Julani is writing his 
memoirs, devoted to his nine 
years in Israeli prisons. 

Mr. Khodr, a blacksmith 
before bis 25 years in prison, 
helps with gardening and 
dreams of his family and 
“resting" in Jericbo. 

Mr. Khodr divorced his 
wife after his arrest in 1970 
because he was sentenced to 
life imprisonment. He has 
had no news of her and his 
sons, whom he last saw in 
1978. 

His brother, a policeman 
with foe self-rule Palestinian 
police in Jericho, has been 
trying to get him home while 
Mr. Julani's family in Jordan 
has hired a lawyer for him. 


Egypt to close Giza 
Pyramid to repair 
‘damage from breath’ 


CAIRO (R) — The second 
of the three Great Pyra- 
mids at Giza will be closed 
to visitors for three months 
because the moist breath of 
hundreds of -thousands of 
tourists is damaging the 
limestone walls of the in- 
terior. 

Zahi Hawass, director of 
antiquities on the Giza 
plateau, told Reuters on 
Sunday that during the 
three-month period starr- 
ing Oct. 10 the antiquities 
department would spend 
up to 300,000 pounds 
($88,000) on repairs and 
improvements. 

The ■ pyramid is that of 
the fourth dynasty Pharaoh 
Chephren, who ruled 
Egypt in the 26th century 
B.C. It is slightly smaller 
than the nearby Great 
Pyramid of the earlier 
Pharaoh Cheops. 

“We’ve found that each 
visitor breathes out about 
20 grammes of water and 
the condensed water turns 
to salt on the limestone,” 
said Mr. Hawass. 

“We’re going to put in a 
ventilation system, take the 
salt off by scraping the 
walls, mend the cracks and 
redo the electricity sys- 
tem,” he added. 

The antiquities depart- 
ment did the same for the 
Great Pyramid in 1990 and 
1991 and then imposed an 
extra fee of 10 pounds ($3) 
for seeing the burial cham- 
ber of Cheops. 

Mr. Hawass said tourist 
companies had responded 
by taking their clients to 
the Chfphren Pyramid, 
which had no extra fee, and 
foe number of visitors has 


been running at more than 
250.000 a year. 

When the second pyra- 
mid reopens, visitors will 
have to pay extra to to go 
inside, he added. ■ 

The pyramids are the 
only survivors of the seven 
wonders of the ancient 
world. 

The three great pyramids 
are named for Pharaohs 
who ruled Egypt during the 
old kingdom's ‘fourth 
dynasty, from 2613 to 2494 
B.C. They were part of 
burial complexes designed 
to preserve the body of foe 
dead leader and enable him 
to pass safely to the after- 
life . 

Cheops, the largest of 
the pyramids whidi. was 
built by Chephren 's father, 
received a similar yearlong 
overhaul in 1990 because of 
humidity damage. 

This is the second time 
Chephren will be closed. It 
was shut down in 1987 for 
. some restoration work on 
its outside blocks, which 
have been adversely 
affected by time and air 
pollution. 

The Giza Pyramids and 
the nearby Sphinx, a statue 
of a man's head and a lion’s 
body, are among foe most 
popular sites visited by 
Egyptians and foreign tour- 
ists. The treasures of the 
pyramids were stolen by 
grave robbers centuries 
ago, but visitors can see the 
bare burial chambers and 
big stone sarcophagi. 

“We have to use a rota- 
tion system and balance be- 
tween satisfying the needs 
of tourists and keeping up 
our antiquities.” 


Mengele 

sighting 

reported 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Josef 
Mengele. the infamous Nazi 
doctor known as the “angel 
of death.” has been sported 
alive add .living in Brazil.' 
despite earlier findings that 
he drowned there in 1979. an 
Israeli daily newspaper said 
Sunday. 

According to Yediot 
Ahronot, Israel's largest 
newspaper, an unnamed nav- 
al officer from a country in 
South America saw Mengele 
in February and said he lived 
in a small villa in a Brazilian 
village under a false name. 
The information was passed 
on to Israeli intelligence au- 
thorities, the tabloid re- 
ported. 

Scepticism about 
Mengele's death has lingered 
in Israel despite an interna- 
tional forensic team's ruling 
in 1985 that the body of a 
man who drowned in Brazil 
six years before was 
Mengele. 

Despite the ruling, reports 
of Mengele sightings have 
cropped up everywhere from 
Portugal to the United 
States. 

This is foe first reported 
sighting since April 1992, 
when a Frankfurt prosecutor 
declared Mengele dead, fol- 
lowing final genetic tests of 
his remains. 

If alive, Mengele would be 
83. 

Yediot said information 
about the sighting was passed 
.on to Israel by an Israeli 
woman living abroad. Israel's 
foreign ministry and police, 
however, said they had not 
received any such informa- 
tion. 


Prince Mohammad turns 55 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Mohammad on Monday 
celebrates his 55th birth- 
day. 

Born on Oct. 2, 1940, 
Prince Mohammad re- 
ceived his elemental^ 
education at foe Islamic 
College in Amman and 
had higher studies in 
Switzerland and Britain. 
He studied at foe military 
college in Baghdad for 


one year in 1956. 

Prince Mohammad 
acted as Regent on sever- 
al occasions. On Nov. U, 
1973, he was appointed 
personal representative of 
His Majesty King Hus- 
sein. 

The Prince has assumed 
several posts, including 
foe presidencies of foe 
Jordanian Tribal Chiefs 
Council in 1971 and of the 


Higher Tourism Council '<> 
in 1972. : 

He is president of the 
Jordanian Shooting Fed- ... 
eration, the Royal Shoot- “ r 
ing Club and foe Jordan ! 
Chess Federation. 

Prince Mohammad 
married her Royal High- 
ness Princess Taghrid in 
March 1981. He has two 
sons. Their Royal High- 
nesses Prince Talal and 
Prince Ghazi. 



Rabbani reinforces strategic valley 


KABUL (AFP) — Fresh 
troops and ammunition sup- 
plies have been airlifted to 
government forces battling 
an attacking force of foe Tali- 
ban Islamic movement south- 
west of Kabul, a senior milit- 
ary official said Sunday. 

“We have sent .reinforce- 
ments to Sanglakh. where 
fighting continues for the 
fourth day." said Defence 
Ministry spokesman Abdul- 
lah. 

Sanglakh is a strategic val- 
ley less than 20 kilometres 
west of the Taliban- 
controlled provincial capital 


Maidan Shahr. 

“On Tuesday the Talibans 
launched their offensive 
against Sanglakh, and have 
advanced about a third-way 
up the valley.'* conceded 
Abdullah. 

He said am'munition and 
reinforcements had been 
flown • by helicopter from 
neighbouring Pagbman dis- 
trict centre to Sanglakh. 

On the map Paghman — 
headquarters of President- 
Burhanuddin Rabbani’s 
Pushrun ally. Ittihad-e-Islami 
faction leader Rasoul Sayyaf 
— looks deceptively dose in 


Sanglakh. but from the 
ground a formidable 4,000- 
metre mountain range can be 
seen separating the two 
places. 

Sanglakh is defended by a 
joint force of Mr. Sayyaf s 
men and the Shiite Harakat- 
e-Islami faction, which has 
been traditionally based 
there. t 

An AFP reporter visiting 
Paghman Sunday found it all 
calm at Mr. Sayyaf s head- 
quarters and locals expressed 
no fears about the Sanglakh 
fighting. 

“Sanglakh is over 10 hours 


hike away. Even the moun- 
tain pass is hidden in the 
clouds now," said a farmer 
pointing off to foe south. 

From their two main 
fronts, one located near 
Maidan Shahr and the other 
south of Kabul in Logar pro- 
vince, the Talibans have 
threatened to attack and cap- 
ture foe Afghan capital. 

As yet no major Taliban 
offensive has been launched 
against Kabul, and it is not 
clear whether the current 
Sanglakh action is a side- 
show or a diversion. 


Arafat orders probe into 
death in Jericho prison 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat has ordered an 
investigation into the death of 
a Palestinian-American man 
who died while being ques- 
tioned by Palestinian security 
agents, a U.S. official said 
Saturday.' 

Officials from the U.S. con- 
sulate in Jerusalem met with 
Palestinian security officers 
in Jericho to discuss Azzam 
Musleh. a Palestinian who 
gained American citizenship 
while spending 21 years in 
Dallas. 

Mr. Musleh returned to his 
West Bank hometown four 
years ago and his family said 
that on Wednesday agents 
belonging to Mr. Arafat's 
security chief, Jabril Rajoub. 
took him to their Jericho 
headquarters. 

• His body was returned be- 
fore dawn Friday and his 
‘ family Was told their 52-yeif-. 
old father had died of a heart 
attack. 

, Mr. Musleh's son Shaheed, 20, 
said he believed his father 


was tortured in detention. 

U.S. officials had deman- 
ded an investigation into the 
case, the latest indication that 
Palestinian security forces are 
violating human* rights in 
their zeal to curb Palestinian 
militants' threat to the peace 
process. 

A statement issued Satur- 
day by Mr. Rajoub's Jericho 
headquarters denied that Mr. 
Musleh had been detained by 
the Palestinian secret police. 

But a delegation from the 
U.S. consulate said they were 
told Mr. Musleh had been 
detained for questioning on a 
criminal matter and that he 
died of a heart attack. 

“They were told that 
Chairman Arafat has ordered 
a complete investigation, 
which has already begun.” 
said a U.S. consulate official, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity. - 

"What we are asking for 
foey fiayfe at' least Started to 
do. We reserve any funher 
comment until we see the 
results of this investigation.” 
the official said. 


Kuwaiti unions say Yemen 
mission helped isolate Iraq 


KUWAIT (R) — A Kuwaiti 
trade union federation has 
visited Yemen to repair rela- 
tions strained by the 1990-91 
Gulf crisis and increase Iraq's 
international isolation, a un- 
ion leader said in remarks 
published on Sunday. 

"The main achievement 
was getting the support of 
those who were once against 
us and supported Iraq,” 
Kuwait Trade Union Federa- 
tion President Thabct AJ Ha- 
roun was quoted as saying by 
A1 Seyasseh and its sister 
newspaper foe Arab Times. 

Mr. Haroun said he and 
four other federation officials 
made a five-day visit to Ye- 
men last month at Yemen's 
invitation and had held talks 
with 24 Yemeni officials in 
the first visit there by Kuwaiti 
union officials since the Gulf 
crisis. 

Kuwait’s relations with Ye- 
men and several other Arab 
and African states were badly 
strained over their perceived 
sympathy for Iraq during its 
seven-month occupation of 
Kuwait. 

Mr. Haroun said Yemeni 
officials had told them Ye- 


men was ready to join Kuwait 
in calling on Iraq to comply 
with all U.N. Gulf war cease- 
fire resolutions. 

“The union took this step 
to block any Iraqi attempt 
against Kuwait and gamer 
the support of those who 
backed foe Iraqi invasion. 
We have no choice but to 
counteract Iraqi games that 
mislead Arab countries.” Mr. 
Haroun said. 

“Our meetings with va-^ 
nous personalities proved 
Yemen is reconsidering its 
stance towards Kuwait and is 
ready to support Kuwaiti de- 
mand to have Iraqi abide by 
U.N. resolutions.” 

Mr. Haroun said the visit 
had not been officially spon- 
sored by the Kuwaiti govern- 
ment and the federation had 
thought long and hard before 
going. Diplomats said the 
federation would probably 
not have gone to Yemen 
without the knowledge and 
tacit understanding of the 
Kuwaiti government. 

The Kuwaiti government 
subsidises up to 90 per cent of 
most unions' budgets, diplo- 
mats say. 


NlEWS IN BRIEF 


Sudan-Chad hold border talks 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — Sudan and Chad began three days 
of ministerial talks Saturday to finalise an agreement 
demarcating their joint border. According to the state-run 
Sudan news agency SUN A, the meeting will review field 
work carried out by joint technical teams in 1994 and 1995 
and look into the situation and rights of people affected by 
the process on both sides of the border. Saturday’s meeting 
was co-chaired by interior ministers Brigadier Bakri Has- 
san Salih of Sudan and Mohammad Nouri of Chad. It was 
agreed to form technical committees to resume demarca- 
tion following the principles agreed duringihe first phase of 
foe work in February. The agency quoted Brig. Salih as 
stressing foe importance of outlining foe borders to help 
maintain security for foe people on both sides of the 
border. Mr. Nouri predicted that foe current meetings 
would find solutions to problems where borders were not 
fully demarcated though he noted that Chad and Sudan 
“have never known border disputes” because, he said foe 
borders were the most accurate in Africa. The two sides are 
due to conclude a final border agreement on Monday. 

Kuwait, Crpatia initial investment accord 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait and Croatia have initialled an 
agreementjaimed at promoting investment between the pvp 
countries, a' Kuwaiti financial official said. Finance Minis- 
try Assistant Under-Secretary Fawzi A1 Kassar said the 
accord fclso establishes investment protection mechanisms 
and lays down arbitration procedures in the event of 
disputes, the Kuwait News Agency reported on Saturday 
night. The official agency reported him as saying the 
Croatian tourism, oil and industrial sectors were potential 
areas of investment for Kuwaitis. He said a number of 
issues remained to be clarified but he expected the accord 
to be signed and ratified by the Kuwaiti parliament over the 
next 12 months. 

Kuwait to set up patent office-paper 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait has decided to set up a patent 
office three decades after passage of a law requiring the 
establishment of such a body, a newspaper reported on 
Sunday. A 1962 law stipulates a patent office be set up to 
register inventions by Kuwaitis and others. Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry Assistant Undersecretary Yousef 
AI Shihab was quoted by A1 Qabas newspaper as saying. 
The law protects the rights of patent holders to exclusive 
production of their inventions for' 15 years, he said. Mr. 
Shihab said the law was being implemented as a result of a 
1992 Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) derision to set up a 
unified patent system for the six GCC members countries 
of Saudi Arabia, Oman, Bahrain, Qatar, the United Arab 
Emirates and Kuwait. Mr. Shihab did not explain why it 
had taken 30 years to establish foe patent office and did not 
say when he planned patent office would start work. 

Suspected militants kill farmer in Egypt 

ASSIUT (R) — Gunmen thought to be Muslim militants 
shot dead a farm labourer in southern Egypt, apparently as 
part of a campaign against police informers and their 
relatives, security sources said on Sunday. Saad Mahmoud 
Saad, 30, was working in fields on Saturday afternoon near 
the anrient.town of Ashmounein, 260 kilometres south of 
Cairo, when the gunmen opened fire and fled. The militant 
Al Gamaa Al Islamiyah has recently escalated its attacks 
on suspected informers and on people who refuse to pay it 
protection money, the sources said. More than 840 people, 
mostly police and militants, have been killed in political 
violence in Egypt in foe three years since foe Gamaa 
launched its campaign to overthrow President Hosni 
Mubarak’s government and establish a stria Islamic state. 


Cyprus to 
continue 
arming 
itself - 
Clerides 

NICOSIA (Agencies) — 
Cyprus staged its largest ever 
military parade Sunday to 
mark the 35th annivereavy of 
foe war-divided island’s inde- 
pendence from British rule. 

The parade, watched by 
thousands of Greek Cypriots 
at Nicosia, followed a tele- 
vised anniversary message by 
President Glafcos Clerides in 
which he vowed that Cyprus 
would continue to arm until 
Turkey withdrew from the 
northern third of the island it 
occupied in 1974. 

Mr. Clerides, who took the 
salute at the parade, said he 
was still standing by his two- 
year-old call for the total 
demilitarisation of foe island 
and the replacement of rival 
forces with an enlarged Un- 
ited Nations peacekeeping 
force. 

Turkey, which has an esti- 
mated 35,000 troops and 300 
tanks in the north, rejects the 
demilitarisation offer. 

In his Saturday night 
address, Mr. Clerides said: 
“Until our demilitarisation 
offer is accepted, we shall 
continue our weapons expan- 
sion. We will also construct 
an air and a naval base and 
conduct even larger military 
exercises in cooperation with 
(mainland) Greek warplanes 
and warships." 

The parade in Nicosia, 
broadcast live on state radio 
and television, came three 
days after the completion of 
an annual military exercise by 
the 10.000-strong conscript 
Greek Cypriot army with the 
much-publicised participa- 
tion of Greek warplanes and 
warships for the first time 
since the 1974 Turkish inva- 
sion. 

Tie invasion divided Cyp- 
rus into a Greek Cypriot 
south and a Turkish-occupied 
north and followed a short- 
lived’ coup in Nicosia said to 
have been masterminded by a 
junto then ruling in Athens 
and designed to unite the 
island with Greece. 

A breakaway Turkish Cyp- 
riot state established in 1983 
in the Turkish-occupied 
north is only recognised by 
Ankara. 

U.N. -sponsored peace 
talks for foe reunification of 
foe island in a bizonal federa- 
tion have made little progress 
to date because of differences 
over basic issues such as the 
future of foe breakaway state 
in northern Cyprus and the 
withdrawal of Turkish troops 
from the island. 

“When Turkey has turned 
foe occupied areas of the 
Cyprus Republic into one of 
the most highly militarised 
areas of the world, it was and 
is a vital obligation and right 
to continue to equip the 
national guard and to seek a 
military alliance with 
Greece,” Mr. Clerides said. 

Mr. Clerides blamed the 
failure to reach a solution to 
end foe division of foe island 
on Turkey and the Turkish 
Cypriot leadership. 

“But it is also due to a lack 
of decisiveness on the part of 
foe Security Council of the 
U.N. to take measures to 
implement its resolutions on 
Cyprus,” he said. 

He reiterated that foe Cyp- 
rus government was not pre- 
pared to engage in direct 
negotiations with the Turkish 
side until “common ground" 
was reached on basic issues 
relating to foe problem. 
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WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied hv the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

A cnld air mass will affect the 
Kingdom during the next three 
days, so temperatures will drop 
with skies becoming partly ctoudv. 
There will he a chance for scattered 
showers and winds ’ becoming 
westerly active. In Aqaba, moder- 
ate weather conditions will prevail 
with skies partly doudy. Winds will 
he northwesterly moderate and 
sens choppv. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


MinJMax. temp. 

Amman IK/29 

Aqaba 23 / 35 

Deserts 16/33 

Jordan Valley 21/34 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 35. Aqaba 38 Humidity 
readings: Amman 30 per cent. 
Aqaba 31 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Hisham Kan’an 790286 

Dr. Nasser Ibrahim MyiQX 

Dr. Usamah HliSscirti ....... 847289 

Dr. Issam Al Asmar 89(1504 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmucy U37H55 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy' 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 6J7A60 

Nairoujh pharmacy .....623672 

Nijib pharmacy 847632 

IRE ID: 

Dr. Mohammad Al Khalili 273099 


Alquds pharmacy *( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Salim AIQaysi 981282 

Khaiifch pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 661 11! 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 63034 1 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192. 621 111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 89639(1 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 1 76 

Waicr and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipals 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance ) 121 

Overseas Calls U1U230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 6231111 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authariiv 

‘ 815615 


Electric Power 

Company 6363X7 

RJ Right Information .... (&LS320U 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

A4428I/6 

Akilch Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2- 

Jahul Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636141) 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital X45W5 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 0MIM/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrcen ... 777HH/3 
Al-Bashir. J. Asbraficft 7751 1 1/26 

Armv.Marka 891611/15 

Ouccn Alia Hospital .... 602240/50 

Amu! Hospital 674155 

The Arab Center for Heart and 
Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (091983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)91)0560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hifana Modem Hospital (09)99(1990 

Irfaid 

Princess Bosnia Hospital (02)275555 


Creek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafccs Hospital (02)2471(111 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (0313141 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Rofal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Ouccn Alia In- 
ternational Airport Td. (omxcm- 
5. where if should al wavs he veri- 
fied. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

07:28 Sanaa (RJ) 

88:00 Damascus fRJ) 

88.-00 New Delhi (RJ) 

08:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

09:10 Duboi. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:15 Aqaba(RJ) 

09z30 Beirut (RJ) 

Qfc30 New Delhi (RJ) 

16:15 Cairo (RJ) 

16:45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

188)5 Bangkok (RJ) 

18:10 .: Casahlanca. Tunis (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

12:48 .... Muscat. Abu Dhabi (GF) 

13 JO Kiev (fill) 

17:45 Paris. Damascus l AF) 

19J0 Cairo (MS) 

21:50 London (BA) 

01:25 Amsterdam (KL) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1 ) 

Beirut (RJ) 

07:80 Aqaba (RJ) 

11:30 ... Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 

}£*• Cairo (RJ) 

Frankfun (RJ) 

London (RJ) 

2*1 Damascus fRJ) 

ffff Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

P uba, ‘- Muscat (RJ) 

21:30.... Al Ain. Abu Dhabi ( RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2 ) 

£5 , f ‘ anhl " (TK1 

S* 35 London (RJ) 

Romc(AZ) 

*g| Beirut (ME) 

Bahrain. Abu Dhabi. Muscat (GF) 

*** Kicv(dU) 

Doha (07) 

** — Cairo (MS) 

23:10 Damascus. London (BA) 

02JO - Amsterdam (KL) 


hijaz railway 

TRAIN 

Dep. Amman every Monday 

Ait. Damascus 

5:0u p.m. every Monday 
Dep. Damascus 

7:30 a.m. every Sunday 
A IT. Amman 

5:00 p.m. every Sunday 

market prices 

Uppcrtower price in fib per kg. 

Apple nSOi 450 

Banana 680 

Banana (Mukammar) 620 

Cahhagc 200/ 150 

Carrot 42U/331 

Cauliflower 300/200 

Cucumbers (large) 200 / 130 

Cucumbers (small) 320 / 201 

Eggplant 27(1/ 200 

Garlic 72U/5CIO 

Grapes 720/500 

Guava 60015 00 

Lemon 270/200 

Marrow (forge) 2utV 1211 

Marrow (small) 380 / 220 

Mulukhia 200 / 150 

okra w/w 

Onion (dry) 230 / ISO 

Orange ..... 500/40(1 

Pepper (hoi) 220 / IH» 

Pepper (sweet) 2211/ 180 

Pomcgranaic 350050 

Potato 281V 2(11 

Spiruich 300(200 

Siring Beans Mil /TOO 

Tomato 1WK5U 

Water Melon [00/70 


% 
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Queen inaugurates 9th United World College, 
opens Jordanian art exhibition in Norway 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor, the 
President of the United 
World Colleges (UWC), 
inaugurated Friday the 
ninth Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Nordic College in 
Fjaler, Norway, a Royal 
Court statement said. 

Students at the eight 
UWCs, located in Wales, 
Italy, Canada, Singapore, 
United States, Swaziland, 
Hong Kong and Norway, 
study for the International 
Baccalaureate degree, a 
pre-university qualifier 
don, while the ninth college 
in Venezuela offers a three- 
year diploma course in 
farm management and rural 
development, according to 
the statement 

During her stay in Nor- 
way, Queen Noor explored 
the possibility of establish- 
ing a UWC in the Middle 
East the statement said. 

The UWCs, which select 
students from throughout 
the world based on merit 
awarding the majority 
scholarships, have empha- 
sised diverse community 
service programmes within 
their educational curricula. 

During the opening cere- 
mony, Chairman of the 
UWC Mark Ho ffman said 
that the UWC was fortunate 
to have gained die Queen as 
their new president who is 
“wise, intelligent caring 
and with the energy to 
match the youthful vigour 
of the United World Col- 
leges,” the statement said. 

In her speech, Queen 
Noor observed that it was 
appropriate to establish a 
UWC in Norway, the coun- 
try which awards the Nobel 
Peace Prize and “whose 
contributions- to the Middle 
East peace process will 
always be remembered.” 

She praised the UWC’s 
educational philosophy of 
“enlightened international- 
ism and global solidarity” 
saying that “the most valu- 
able lesson whidr students / 
will acquire from a UW£ 


education is respect for plu- 
ralism, an enduring sense 
of community with fellow 
men and women from 
many other lands, and an 
understanding of the shared 

destiny of our h uman fami- 
ly.” 

She expressed her hope 
that the Arab World, which 
currently accounts for only 
one per cent of the UWC 
graduates, will play a more 
vital role in UWCs future 
through exchanges of 
administrators, teachers 
and students, the statement 
said. 

Queen Noor noted that 
the philosophy of the 
Jubilee School mirrors 
many of the UWC’s valnes 
and reflects Jordan’s “com- 
mitment to equal opportu- 
nity for all Jordanians to 
develop their potential and 
to contribute to more bal- 
anced national develop- 
ment” 

She added that the aim of 
such academic institutions 
is not merely “to graduate 
educated young people,” 
but to “graduate educated 
young activists for peace 
and justice.” 

The Patron of tbe Nordic 
UWC Queen Sonja of Nor- 
way concluded the opening 
ceremony saying that the 
United World Colleges are 
distinguished for their dual 
approach, “pride in one’s 
own culture and willing- 
ness to learn about others,” 
according to the statement 

The Red Crescent Nordic 
College, which currently 
enrols 105 scholarship stu- 
dents from 67 countries 
including Jordan, places a 
special emphasis on envi- 
ronmental and humanitari- 
an concerns. 

With the help of the Red 
Cross, most of its students 
are selected from refugee 
camps, developing coun- 
tries and Central and East- 
ern Europe. Its academic 
curriculum highlights envi- 
ronmental concerns as. the ‘ 
college works in close 


cooperation with the 
Regional Government Eco- 
logical Department and the 
local State Agricultural 
Research Station. 

As part of their communi- 
ty service programme, the 
students befriend and help 
the physically and mentally 
challenged patients at the 
Red Cross Centre for Reha- 
bilitation and Training 
located near tbe college 
campus. * 

Tbe college aims to inte- 
grate physically disabled 
students within its student 
body, the statement said. 

Later that evening Queen 
Nora' attended a reception 
in her honour organised by 
die Lend Mayor of Bergen 
at Hukonshallen, a thir- 
teenth century palace muse- 
um, according to the state- 
ment 

Queen Nora concluded 
her two-day trip to Norway 
by opening Sunday the 
exhibition of Jordanian 
contemporary art entitled 
“Encounters A” at the West 
Norway Museum of 
Applied Art 

Tbe show is a sequel to 
“Encounters I,” the Norwe- 
gian Cultural Week held in 
Jordan last May under the 
Queen’s patronage. 

The exhibition featured 
paintings by Her Royal 
Highness Princess Wijdan 
Ali, Ammar Khammash, 
Nawal Abdallah and Khalid 
Khreis, which were chosen 
by tbe Abdul Hameed 
Shoman Foundation’s 
Darat AJ Fun on. 

The statement said that 
Queen Noor expressed her 
hope that the series of var- 
ied cultural and artistic 
exchanges will be the 
beginning of a long and 
rich journey of mutual dis- 
covery for both countries. 

Both “Encounters” were 
sponsored by tbe Norwe- 
gian Cultural Foundations 
3. 14, Jebsens Than Man- 
agement^ Alcatel Kabel 
Norw ay and Austrian' Air- 1 
lines, the statement said. 



Minister of Municipal Affairs Nader Thah ei rat Sun day p resides over a seminar on 
the ride of municipal coti ndls! in local development (Petra photo) 

Minister urges mayors to develop 
council services, meet residents’ needs 



AMMAN (Petra) — Minis- 
ter of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environ- 
ment Nader Thubeirat Sun- 
day opened a seminar on 
the role of municipal coun- 
cils in local development 
by urging mayors and their 
council members to devel- 
op council services and 
meet the growing needs of 
the local communities. 

Tbe local councils serve 
as a major tool for develop- 
ing local communities 
socially and economically 


and in enhancing public 
participation in communi- 
ty-related schemes and are 
also responsible for carry- 
ing out measures aimed at 
safeguarding the environ- 
ment, said the minister who 
deputised for His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent. 

The councils shoulder a 
serious responsibility in 
camying out the govern- 
ment's decentralisation 
plans and in helping the 
country meet the .require- 


ments of socio-economic 
development, said the min- 
ister at the opening session 
of the two day meeting 
organised for heads of 
councils in the Amman 
region. 

The meetings are organ- 
ised by the Institute for 
Public Administration in 
cooperation with the Min- 
istry of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Envi- 
ronment 



FILM 

*A children's film at the Goethe Institute, 
Jabal Amman at 6.00 pm. 

* "Les Roseaux Sauvages" at the 
French Cultural Centre at 8.00 pm. 

* "Gypsies Rise to Heaveans," at the 
Phoenix Gallery for Culture and Ait 
at 730 pm. 

POETRY RECITAL 

* Recital of poems by Shawqi Abdul Amin 
at the Phoenix Gallery for Culture and 
Art, at 730 p_m. 


FAIR 

* Display of Algerian products at Amman 
International Exhibit at Maij AI Hamam 
(11:00 a-m. -8:00 pjn.) 

EXHIBITIONS 

•Photography exhibition "Islam in Spain" 
at Institute) Cervantes, Jabal Amman 
•Abstract art by die Syrian artist Moham- 
mad Daghestani at the Phoenix Gallery. 

* Jordanian-Syri an-Ttiikish products at 
King Abdullah Gardens, Al Bassam HalL 

* Works by Lamia Abdel Sahib and Samer 
Ousama entitled "Aux Sources Orientales 
de la Fontaine," at the French Cultural 
Centre* 


Rift valley development feasibility study 
awarded to international consortium 

U. S. grants Jordan $1.8m to study potential 
for Wadi Mousa waste water treatment plant 


By Ramadan Rawasbdeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A tender for 
tbe second stage of tbe fea- 
sibility study on the devel- 
opment of the Jordan Rift 
Valley has been awarded to 
a consortium of U.S., 
British, Israeli and Italian 
Arms, Ministry of Water 
and Imgation Secretary 
General Qusay Quid shat 
Sunday announced. 

The study is being funded 
through a $3 million grant 
from tbe Italian govern- 
ment through foe World 
B ank, said Mr. QuteishaL 

The study will explore tbe 
possibility of opening a 
Red Sea-Dead Sea canal as 
well as the prospect of cre- 
ating lakes in the Jordan 
Valley and transport ami 
telecommunications pro- 
jects in that region, accord- 
ing to the secretary general. 

The study, which will 
take 18 months to complete, 
will have to be approved by 
the World Bank, according 
to Mr. QuteishaL 

This study will not be 
among tbe projects to be 
submitted to the Middle 
East and North Africa 
(MENA) conference but 
will be presented as an 
achievement of foe Joidan- 
Israel peace treaty signed 
last October, Ml Quteishat 
said. 

The first stage on tbe 
development of foe Jordan 
Rift Valley entailed a col- 
lection of data and prelimi- 
nary information on tbe 


region, according to Mr. 
QuteishaL 

A meeting of foe steering 
committee for the Jordan 
Valley, which groups repre- 
sentatives of Jordan, Israel 
and the U.S., will be held 
here prior to foe MENA 
conference to review stud- 
ies on projects in the valley, 
foe secretary general said. 

Meanwhile, under an 
agreement concluded here 
Sunday foe U.S. govern- 
ment will provide a grant of 
$L85 milli on to cover the 
full cost of a feasibility 
study and engineering 
design for a waste water 
treatment project in the 
Wadi Mousa area. 

The agree menu signed by 
Minister of Water and Irri- 
gation Saleh Irsbeidat and 
foe U.S. engineering con- 
sulting firm Gamp Dresser 
and McKee International 
(CDM), was attended by 
William Oliver, director of 
the U.S. Agency for 
International Development 
(USAID) in Jordan. 

The project is the first of 
its kind in foe Wadi Mousa 
area, where foe ancient city 
of Petra lies. 

According to USAID, foe 
project en tails constructing 
a wafer collection and dis- 
tribution system for foe 
Wadi Mousa area and 
building a wastewater 
treatment plant 

The feasibility , study 
includes an assessment of 
environmental impact to 
ensure preservation and 
conservation of tbe archae- 



Minister of Water and Irrigation Saleh Irsheidat and a representative of Camp Dress- 
er and McKee International, an American engineering consulting firm, Sunday sign 
an agreement for a feasibility study on a waste water treatment plant for the Wadi 
Mousa area (Petra photo) 


ological and historical her- 
itage of Petra and its sur- 
roundings, the agency said. 

Tbe aid is part of a $42 
million USAID grant to foe 
ministry to help improve 
water quality and preserva- 
tion of water resources in 
the Kingdom, Dr. Irsh eidat 
said. 

It is regrettable, bowever, 
that tbe study on this pro- 
ject will take two and a half 
years to complete and foe 
implementation of the pro- 
ject will not run simultane- 


ously with cuirent efforts to 
build new hotels and tourist 
facilities in Wadi Mousa, 
Dr. Irsheidat said. 

USAID has allocated $7.5 
million for foe construction 
of tbe waste water treat- 
ment plant and foe sewer- 
age system, said Dr. Irsbei- 
daL 

The agency is also fund- 
ing a project to upgrade foe 
efficiency of the Khirbet Al 
Sarnia waste water treat- 
ment plant near Zarqa, 
according to the minister. 


USAID grants stipulate 
that foe projects must be 
carried out by American 
firms and local sub-con- 
tractors, the minister said. 

The feasibility study will 
be divided into foiee stages: 
a general survey and study 
of foe area to be carried out 
over a six-month period; 
another six-month period to 
draw up foe engineering 
design of foe project and 
finally an 18-month period 
to assess and endorse tbe 
project. 


1 0 children hurt in school bus mishap 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Ten kinder- 
garten children were dis- 
charged from a Ramfoa 
hospital after treatment for 
third degree burns suffered 
when they were exposed to 
hot radiator water from a 
bus, police said Sunday. 

According to police 
reports, the toddlers were 
being taken home on Satur- 
day when the vehicle 
became overheated and foe 
driver, identified as Khaled 
B., stopped foe bus, and 
opened tbe radiator, which 
is located near driver’s seat. 

The reports said that as 
soon as foe radiator cap was 
removed, hot water spewed 


out, burning foe driver and 
foe children. 

According to hospital 
officials, six of foe children 
were treated for third 
degree bums and were dis- 
charged the same day. Tbe 
other four, they added, were 
discharged on Sunday and 
were listed in good condi- 
tion. 

The bos driver was listed 
in serious condition and 
was still being treated in 
bospital. 

Festive firing on tbe rise 

Statistics released by 
police said incidents of fes- 
tive firing, most often dur- 
ing weddings, were on the 
increase. 


Twenty-five incidents of 
festive firing were reported 
in August 

During foe same month, 
nine other incidents of mis- 
handling of weapons and 
three others involving acci- 
dental firing of guns (while 
the weapons were being 
cleaned) were also report- 
ed. 

A total of 23 people were 
injured in tbe incidents r 
according to police statis- 
tics. 

Police reiterated a warn- 
ing to the public that 
weapons should not be 
fired during weddings or 
any other festive occasions, 
because most often such 
firings lead to casualties. 


State Security Court again postpones 
trial in French envoy attack case 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The trial of 
two Jordanians involved in 
an attack on a French 
diplomat was again post- 
poned Sunday because one 
of tbe three judges at the 
State Security Court was 
still unwell . 

No new date was 
announced, but according 
to judicial sources, foe 
court is expected to 
announce a new date for 
the trial today or tomorrow. 

"Tbe indisposed judge 
has left hospital and is 
expected to report to court 
tomorrow (Monday) or 
Tuesday at the latesL" the 
source told foe Jordan 
Times. 

The two suspects were 
arrested after a Feb. 14 
incident in which a French 
diplomat was shot and 
wounded in foe Wadi Mou- 
jibarea. 

The formal charges 
a gains t foe two include 
"plotting to cany out 
extremist attacks, possess-, 
ing illegal arms and explo- 
sives, and manufacturing 
hand-made explosives." 

The court is expected to 
announce a new date for 
another case also recently 
postponed, that of Bay 'at 
Al Imam (Pledge of alle- 
giance to the leader), a 


group accused of plotting 
terrorist attacks in Jordan. 

Tbe State Court is also 
expected to set a date for a 
new trial of six people also 
accused of plotting sabo- 
tage in Jordan, tbe source 
told foe Jordan Times. 

Tbe six defendants, said 
to be part of a group called 


"Islamic Revival," last 
week were formally 
charged by the prosecutor 
general of illegal posses- 
sion and manufacturing of 
explosives materials with 
tbe purpose of using them 
illegally. 


‘Press centre readies 
for MENA summit’ 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Information 
and its affiliated depart- 
ments involved in final 
preparations for the con- 
vening of foe Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA) 
conference later this month 
has made arrangements fra 
at least 500 local and for- 
eign journalists who are 
expected to cover the event, 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Information 
Khaied Karaki said Sunday. 

Speaking after he had for- 
mally opened a seminar at 
the Amra Hotel to inform 
foe media on Jordan's 
preparations for the confer- 
ence opening on OcL 29, 
Dr. Karaki said foe press 
centre, being set up at Al 
Hussein Sports City, is 
being fitted with foe neces- 
sary equipment to enable 
correspondents of televi- 
sion networks and the press 
to provide up-to-minute 
coverage of the meetings . 

At least 300 foreign jour- 
nalists are expected to con- 
verge in Amman fra this 
conference which is 
expected to offer a great 
opportunity fra tbe King- 
dom to display its hospital- 
ity to its guests and reflect 
its true inage to the outside 


world, added the minister. 

In opening tbe seminar 
earlier, foe minister wel- 
comed foe journalists and 
invited them to convey to 
foe world tbe country's 
readiness to receive 
investors in various eco- 
nomic fields. 

He stressed that foe Min- 
istry of Information will 
offer them all foe facilities 
to enable them to carry out 
their mission as best as pos- 
sible. 

Chairman of foe confer- 
ence's preparatory commit- 
tee Umayya Touqan 
addressed the audience say- 
ing that Jordan has made 
preparations for welcoming 
1,100 participants represent- 
ing foe private sectors in 
different countries of the 
world who will take part in 
up to 40 sessions during foe 
three-day conference. 

Noting that the confer- 
ence is being convened for 
what he called the rehabili- 
tation of the Middle East 
economy. Dr. Touqan said 
it is hoped that the meeting 
will help enhance the cli- 
mate of investments. 

But be cautioned against 
excessive optimism or pes- 
simism over the confer- 
ence's outcome. 



BODY 

REFORM 


Body Reform offers total beauty core. totally natural. 

Our products are made of luxurious combinations of herbs, flowers 
fruits and vegetables to suit all your needs. 

Come in and let our specialised beauticians help you choose die perfect frectfment 
Body Reform provides a complete line of face, body and hair care products 
for the whole family 

Visit us today and get 20% off our natural products 
Msfid until Thursday 1 1 th of October 1 995 


Body Reform 

Natural Beauty Products 
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India studies polls in Kashmir; 
Muslim militants vow sabotage 


SRINAGAR, India (AFP) 
— India's Election 
Commission is studying the 
possibility of holding elec- 
tions in Kashmir , a top offi- 
cial said Sunday, but 
Muslim separatists vowed 
to sabotage any attempt at a 
balloL 

Deputy Election 

Commissioner M.S. Gill 
said a decision on holding 
polls for the Kashmir legis- 
lature would be taken after 
studying New Delhi’s 
assessment of the situation 
in the strife-tom state. 

“I can’t give you a date,” 
when elections would be 
held. Me. Gill told reporters 
at the end of a three-day 
visit to Kashmir, where a 
bloody Muslim separatist 
camp aign has claimed more 
than 12,000 lives by official 
count since 1989. 

“(We need) a little more 
time and are awaiting infor- 
mation and reports from the 
government of India,” Mr. 
Gill said after extensive 
talks with top Kashmir offi- 
cials and mains tream poll ti- 
dal parties. 

Kashmir, India’s only 


Muslim-majority state, 
ruled directly by New Delhi 
since 1 990, last held legisla- 
tive elections in 1987. 

Mr. Gill's visit was 
maned by a protest shut- 
down called by Muslim mil- 
itants opposed to elections 
in Kashmir, and Muslim 
leaders on Sunday vowed to 
sabotage Indian-sponsored 
polls in tbe northern state. 

“We shall never allow 
elections to take place,” the 
all party Freedom 
Conference, an umbrella 
grouping of more than 30 
Muslim separatist groups 
said. 

“Kashmiris are fighting 
for self-determination, and 
that is our goal,” a confer- 
ence spokesman said. 

Ali Shah Geelani, who 
heads the fundamentalist 
Jamiai-E- Island, said 
Kashmiris would boycott 
elections if they were held, 
and added that the ballot 
would anyhow never solve 
the Kashmir conflict. 

“So many elections have 
been held in Kashmir “ 
since India's independence 
in 1947, he told AFP. “Did 


they solve the Kashmir 
problem?” 

Shabir Shah, an influential 
Muslim leader, echoed bis 
sentiments: “ So many thou- 
sands of Kashmiris have not 
sacrificed their lives to take 
part in elections.” 

A strike Galled by the Al- 
Umar Mujahideen rebel 
group to protest Mr. Gill’s 
visit paralysed the Kashmir 
Valley Saturday. Shops, 
banks, businesses and post 
offices were shut across tbe 
region, while virtually all 
’civilian traffic went off the 
roads in Srinagar, tbe state 
summer capital. 

“The (Kashmiri) people 
have demonstrated that they 
have no interest in any polit- 
ical process or election 
sponsored by India,” Ml 
Umar said in a statement 

Ml Gill, however, criti- 
cised the shutdown, saying 
Muslim groups opposed to 
elections should have met 

him. 

“Democracy is all about 
differing, disagreeing, and 
finding out co mm on accept- 
able positions,” he said. T 
would have liked to meet 


(Muslim separatist lead- 
ers),” he added. 

On Saturday, Kashmir's 
Governor K.V. Kasha Rao 
told Mr. Gill during a 
lengthy meeting that the 

state administration was 
ready to hold elections to 
the 82-seat legislature any 
time. 

Mr. Gill refused to com- 
ment on Ml Rao’s state- 
ment, saying a decision on 
Kashmir elections would be 
taken by tbe autonomous 
election Commission in 
New Delhi. He did not say 
when. 

The government of Prime 
Minister P.V. Naras imha 
Rao bad earlier toyed with 
the prospect of holding the 
polls in July this year, but 
later bowed to objections 
from Indian political par- 
ties. 

The Kashmir chapter of 
Mr. Rao's Congress (I) 
Party is insisting on early 
elections while thejup- 
India National Conference 
Party, which once rated 
Kashmir, wants greater 
autonomy as a condition for 
taking part in the polls. 


Opposition disarray benefits Rao 


NEW DELHI (R) — India’s 
two main opposition groups 
are in disarray, beset by 
arguing and internal dis- 
sent, giving Prime Minister 
P.V. Naras imha Rao an 
unexpected bonus as he pre- 
pares for genera] elections 
next year. 

“It’s good news for us," 
Vitfaal Gadgil, the 
spokesman for India’s rul- 
ing Congress Party, told 
Reuters Sunday. 

“Now it looks like we will 
get a majority, a slight one 
maybe, but an overall 
majority” 

The major victim of the 
past week has' been the 
Hindu nationalist Bharatiya 
Janata Party fBJP), which 
until recently looked on 
track to become tbe largest 
party after the elections 
which must be held before 
July. 

A revolt in party ranks has 
caught tbe BJP completely 
unaware in its showcase 
western state of Gujarat, 
which it swept in a land- 
slide only six months ago 
and was meant to be a 
model of BJP government. 

By week’s end, stunned 
BJP officials faced the very 
real prospect that the split 
might lose them control of 
the state. 

With the expelled rebel 
BJP leader Sbankarsinh 
Vaghela insisting he com- 
manded the loyalty of 
almost half the party cau- 


cus, the governor of Gujarat 
gave Chief Minister 
Keshubhai Patel a week to 
prove his majority in tbe 
state assembly. 

The vote is likely to be a 
close thing. The BJP holds 
121 seats in tbe 182-mem- 
ber assembly, meaning Mr. 
Patel needs to win back half 
the defectors to stay in 
power 

Tbe crisis in Gujarat came 
on the heels of a growing 
rift between the BJP and the 
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) 
which it is propping up in 
Uttar Pradesh, India’s most 
populous state. 

The BJP, anxious to shed 
its image as an : uppCT : caste 
Ffindu party and broaden its : 
appeal before the elections, 
has been supporting the 
BSP government, which 
represents the Dalits or out- 
castes, the lowest rung of 
India’s caste-driven society. 

Uttar Pradesh returns 85 
of the 545 members of the 
Indian parliament, and the 
BJP has been hoping to 
extend its control over this 
block, but increasing fric- 
tion between the two parties 
has put the continuing exis- 
tence of the alliance in jeop- 
ardy. 

Relations between tbe 
BJP and its coalition part- 
ners in the industrial state of 
Maharashtra, tbe Shiv Sena, 
are also tense as negotia- 
tions continue over how 
many seats each party will 


contest in the elections. 

But die BJP is not alone in 
its problems. 

The National Front-Left 
Front Alliance suffered a 
serious blow in August 
when one of its leaders’ and 
a possible prime ministerial 
candidate, former film star 
N.T. Rama Rao, was top- 
pled as chief minister of the 
southern state of Andhra 
Pradesh in a rebellion led 
by members of his own 
family. 

In the neighbouring state 
of Karnataka, another lead- 
ing alliance figure, Chief 
•Minister H. D. Deve, is also 
• facing a growing rebellion 
,j in the ranks of bis.,Janata 
Dal "Party which- could 
threaten his wafer-thin 
majority in the state assem- 
bly. 

For Congress, which lost 
a swathe of state elections 
over the past year and 
whose re-election prospects 
had until recently been all 
but written off, the develop- 
ments are welcome. 

Prime Minister Rao is 
expected to announce a 
reshuffle of state governors 
this week and to fill gaps in 
the Congress Working 
Committee, tbe party’s top 
body, as part of the prepara- 
tions for the elections. 

“These developments will 
help Congress in many 
ways,” said Ml Gadgil. 
“Things are looking good.” 


Poll: Britons want end to 
Diana’s miserable marriage 


LONDON (R) — Most 
Britons think Prince 
Charles and Princess Diana 
can never be reconciled and ■ 
should divorce, according 
to a poll conducted after 
newspapers accused 

Princess Diana of a role in 
the marriage break-up of 
rugby star Will Carling. 

Tbe Sunday Express said 
62 per cent of those asked 
thought the heir to the 
throne and the glamorous 
princess, whose often saint- 
ly image has taken a batter- 
ing this week, should put 
their failed marriage out of 
its misery and divorce now. 

Eighty-two per cent 
believed the marriage had 
broken down irretrievably. 

Princess Diana won the 
public’s sympathy when she 
and Prince Charles separat- 
ed in 1992 after 11 years 
together but her image as 
the unloved and wronged 
princess has been tarnished 
by a string of rumours about 
close friendships with often 
married men. 

Tbe latest scandal, broken 
by tabloid newspapers 
which claimed Princess 
Diana and Carling had held 
secret trysts, appears to 
have done neither of them 
any good. 

Princess Diana, 34, has 
rejected responsibility for 
tbe break-up of the England 
rugby captain’s 14-montb 


marriage to television pre- 
senter Julia, which was 
announced Thursday, a day 
before the latest I CM poll 
was conducted. 

Bui the latest in a row of 
alleged flirtations with 
other women’s men has 
helped cast the fairy-tale 
princess as a dangerous 
manipulator. 

In a thinly-veiled refer- 
ence to Princess Diana, 30- 
year-old Julia Carling said 
she faced losing her hus- 
band “in a manner which 
has become outside my con- 
trol". 

But Princess Diana, 
speaking to the press 
through friends, said she 
only learned of the marriage 
bust-up through television 
news reports, and branded 
Carling a fool. 

Carling, 29, a dark, hand- 
some rugby player who has 
captained his country 53 
times, appears to have been 
dazzled by Princess Diana’s 
glamour, telephoning her 
and meeting her behind his 
wife’s back. 

One former girlfriend told 
tbe People newspaper how 
Carling “can’t resist power- 
ful women and has an 
obsession for blondes”. 

The same paper said 
Carling had consulted an 
"oriental mystic” to predict 
his own . and Princess 
Diana’s futures. 


Tbe friend Carling was 
staying with at the weekend 
told reporters the rugby star 
was determined to save his 
marriage and had vowed 
never to meet Princess 
Diana again. 

Carling follows married 
London art dealer Oliver 
Hoare, soldier James Hewitt 
and dashin g marketing 
executive James Gilbey, 
who all became involved 
with Princess Diana but 
ended up losers. 

Mr. Hoare complained to 
police about nuisance calls 
last year and Mr. Gilbey’s 
former girlfriend committed 
suicide after bis in tima te 
phone calls with Princess 
Diana were made public. 

“The princess is now in 
grave danger of being seen 
as a cynical manipulator of 
men,” the Times wrote 
Saturday. 

In an editorial titled “Di’s 
spell is danger for men” the 
ooce-loyal Sun tabloid said 
tbe princess appeared to 
care about no-one but her- 
self. 

Agony aunts recalled 
Diana’s unhappy, childhood 
after her mother left home 
and her father married a 
woman she disliked. She 
then married Prince Charles 
only to discover later that be 
never really loved her, pre- 
ferring old flame C amill a 
Parker-Bowles. 


Karachi 
paralysed 
by strike, 
violence 


KARACHI, Pakistan (R) 
— Three people were shot 
dead overnight as an anti- 
government strike, arson 
and violence shut down the 
industrial port city of 
Karachi Sunday, witnesses 
and police said. 

The three were killed in 
districts east and central 
and 18 vehicles were 
burned as masked gunmen 
enforced the strike 
overnight, police and 
ambulance volulnteers 
said 

At least five people were 
wounded by gunfire in the 
central, west and east dis- 
tricts Sunday, the police 
said 

The strike was called by 
the ethnic Mohajir 
National Movement 
(MQM) to protest alleged 
killings by Rangers and 
police of three of its 
activists in custody. 

Major shopping centres 
and business houses, edu- 
cational institutions and 
bank branches remained 
dosed because commuters 
could not get to work after 
public transport was pulled 
off the roads for fear of 
arson. 

The Karachi Stock 
Exchange, the private 
Karachi Cotton 

Association and foreign 
exchange dealers closed 
due to thin attendance fol- 
lowing lack of public trans- 
port, dealers, said 

Violence erupted 

Saturday night when gun- 
men fired in tbe air and 
bunted buses in protest 
against what they said was 
police repression. 

More than 140 policemen 
have been killed in Karachi 
this year compared with 80 
in 1994. They were among 
1,523 people who have 
died this year in ethnic, 
sectarian and political 
Woodshed 

Tbe latest surge in vio- 
lence followed a decision 
by the MQM to boycott 
scheduled talks last 
Tuesday with Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto's 
government in protest what 
it says are extra-judicial 
killings and torture of its 
supporters by the security 
forces. 

The MQM-govemment 
talks have dragged on since 
July 1 1 without any appar- 
ent breakthrough in the 
effort to halt the bloodlet- 
ting in Pakistan’s biggest 
city. 

The MQM is trying to 
win more political and eco- 
nomic rights for the 
Mohajir co mm unity domi- 
nating Karachi and some 
other towns in ' Sind 
province. Mohajirs are 
Urdu-speaking Muslims 
who fled to Pakistan from 



CEZANNE EXHIBITION: A crowd waits to enter the Grande Plalais for the 
opening, day of the Paul Cezanne exhibition in Paris, this retrospective is the larger 
since 1936 where one can see 109 paintings, 42 watercolours and 26 drawings (Arr 
photo) 


Nearly 150 die in Bangladesh floods 


DHAKA (R) — Nearly 150 
people have been killed and 
more than 100 injured in 
five days of floods caused 
by heavy rain in northern 
Bangladesh, local officials 
said Sunday. 

Most of the deaths were in 
the worst-hit district of 
Dinajpur, where paramili- 
tary troops rescued nearly 
15,000 people in the past 
two days but thousands 
were still marooned. 

Victims were trapped in 
mud houses that collapsed 
during and after the rain. 
“The mud structures gave in 
just like a house of cards. 
Many resident were trapped 
in their sleep,” one 
Dinajpur official said. 

He said some people 
drowned as their homes and 
belongings were swept into 
the fast rising rivers. 

The state-run Dainik 
Bangladesh newspapers 
said 140 people died in 


Dinajpur alone, where 
floodwaters started reced- 
ing Sunday after the rainfall 
dropped off. 

Authorities called in 
troops Saturday to help res- 
cue 13 million people 
marooned in far-off areas. 
They also opened neatly 20 
shelters in Dinajpur and 
neighbouring districts, offi- 
cials said 

They blamed the floods 
partly on India’s Farakka 
Barrage, near Bangladesh’s 
northern border in Rajshahi 
district, saying Indian 
authorities opened the 
sluice gates to release 
floodwaters into the down- 
strean of the Ganges River, 
which is called the Padma 
in Bangladesh. 

This report could not be 
independently confirmed 

Tbe floods destroyed 
crops on nearly 150,000 
acres (60,000 hectares), 
agriculture officials said. 


An official in the Rajshahi 
district said Sunday that 
boro, a variety of rice, in 
’another 250,000 acres 
(100,000 hectares) in the 
Barendra farming project 
were badly threatened. 

“Vast areas of boro crops 
are under water for five 
days. If they remain under 
water for two or three more 
days, I suspect the crops 
will be totally lost," one 
project official told a 
reporter. 

Prime Minister Begum 
Khaldea Zia flew to some 
of the affected districts, 
including Dinajpur, 

Saturday and distributed 
relief goods. She asked 
load officials to be on 
standby for any emergen- 
cies if the flooding wors- 
ened 

In July and August, floods 
killed nearly 250 people 
across Bangladesh, accord- 
ing to official figures. 


Georgia ex-minister said behind 
Shevardnadze assassination attempt 


TBILISI (R) — Georgian 
authorities accused former 
Security Minister Igor 
Georgadze and Russian 
“extremists” Sunday of 
masterminding a recent 
foiled attempt to kill leader 
Eduard Shevardnadze. 

“The failed attempt on the 
life of the head of state 
Shevaidnadze was planned 
by the chief of the security 
service, Igor Georgadze,” 
Interior Minister Shota 
Kviraya told a meeting of 
regional and security offi- 
cials. 

In a bombshell disclosure, 
Mr. Kviraya suggested Mr. 
Georgadze had acted on the 
orders of “reactionary 
forces” in Russia. 

“Georgadze is very close 
with (Russian President 
Boris) Yeltsuf s opponents,” 
he said. 

Mr. Shevardnadze, who 
escaped the attack with 
fecial cuts, showed no emo- 
tion as he sat through the 
speech. 

Ml Georgadze, who fled 
to Moscow shortly after 
being fired following the 
Aug. 29 bomb attack, is to 
be extradited to Georgia 
from Russia, Acting 
Security Minster Avtondii 
Ioseliani told Reuters. 

“Russia will allow us to 
bring him to Georgia. Then 
it will be clear exactly who 
was behind him, ” Ioseliani 
said, adding that Russian 
“extremists” were the most 
likely culprits. 

Ml Kviraya also accused 
Mr. Georgadze of being 
behind a spate of recent 
political killings, including 
the murder of popular oppo- 


sition politician ..Georgy 
Chanturia, and said he had 
ordered a prior assassina- 
tion attempt on Mr. 
Shevardnadze which was 
foiled. 

‘The recent terrorist acts 
in tire republic were carried 
out if not on the orders of 
Georgadze then under the 
cover of his special ser- 
vices", be said. Mr. 
Georgadze’s former deputy 
Temur Khachiashvili and 
Georgy Gelshvili, a top 
official in the Mkbedrioni 
(Horsemen) paramilitary 
group, have already been 
accused in the August 
attack on Ml 
S hevardnadze. 

Ml Kviraya described in 
minute detail tbe planning 
of the bomb attack, which 
set cars ablaze and blew out 
windows around the parlia- 
ment building in the centre 
of the capital Tbilisi 
He alleged that it was 
crafted at the home of Ml 
Georgadze’s father, 

Pantemelon Georgadze, 
who is running against Mr. 
Shevardnadze as 

Communist Party candidate 
in Georgia’s Nov. 5 elec- 
tions. He did not say what if 
any role Pantemelon 
Georgadze played or 
whether he would be 
charged in the blast 
Ml Kviraya said the pow- 
erful bomb, planted in a 
Russian four-wheel-drive 
vehicle, was detonated by 
remote control by a 
Georgadze associate after 
the security guards around 
the brown marble building 
were compromised. 

Officials close to the 


investigation have hinted in 
recent days that Mr. 
Georgadze was about to be 
fingered in the attack and 
that he might have acted in 
collusion with “dark 
forces” in Russia. 

One source told Reuters 
that Mr. Shevardnadze had 
discussed the matter at 
length with Russian Prime 
Minister Victor 

Chernomyrdin and Defence 
Minister Pavel Grachev 
during their September visit 
to Georgia. 

“Shevardnadze explained 
the whole thing, the con- 
nections between 

Georgadze arid extremist 
forces in Russia. They and 
Yeltsin agreed to back him 
on it, partially because it 
might allow them to dis- 
credit the nationalists and 
Communists,” said the 
source, who asked not to be 
named. 

Russia holds parliamen- 
tary polls on Dec. 17, and 
Communist and nationalist 
parties are expected to do 
well 

Mr. Shevardnadze has no 
shortage of enemies in 
Russia, who despise him for 
the massive Soviet arms 
cuts and troop pullouts from 
Eastern Europe he helped 
design as Soviet foreign 
minister under Mikhail 
Gorbachev. 

In an open letter to Mr. 
Shevardnadze, published 
last week in tbe conserva- 
tive Russian daily 
Sovetskya Rossi ya. 

Georgadze called his old 
boss a tyrant and vowed 
never to return to Georgia 
while he ruled. 


Poll: Americans welcome Perot’s 3rd party 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Fifty-four per cent of vot- 
ers believe billionaire 
independent Ross Perot’s 
launch of a third party is a 
political plus, but just 27 
per cent want him to be the 
party’s candidate, a new 
poll showed Saturday. 

The Tlme/CNN survey 
instead found that 47 per 
cent of those polled wanted 
retired General Colin 
Powell to be the new 
Independence Party’s stan- 
dard bearer. 

Among those who identi- 
fied themselves as inde- 
pendent voters, support for 
Gen. Powell rose to 55 per 


cent. 

If he ran for president as 
an independent, Gen. 
Powell would beat 
Democrat President Bill 
Clinton and Republican 
hopeful Bob Dole by 36 
per cent to 28 and 23 per 
cent, respectively, accord- 
ing to the poll. 

The former chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
who does nbt have a for- 
mal party affiliation, also 
would defeat Sen. Dole for 
the Republican nomination 
by 29 per cent to 25 per 
cent ' margin, the poll 
showed. 

Gen. Powell also led in 


terms of general public 
approval ratings, with a 60 
per cent positive rating, the 
poll showed. Mr. Clinton 
had a 54 per cent positive 
rating, versus 44 per cent 
for Sen. Dole. 

If Gen. Powell were not 
in the race, Mr. Clinton 
would defeat Sen. Dole in 
a two-way Democrat- 
Republican race, 45 to 39 
per cent, tbe survey found. 

The survey of 1,000 peo- 
ple by telephone on Sept. 
27-28 had a margin of 
error of plus or minus three 
per cent 




Actors Branagh, 
Thompson to 
separate 

LONDON (R) — Kenneth 
Branagh and Emma 
Thompson, dubbed 
Britain’s golden showbusi- 
ness couple, said they had 
drifted apart and were to 
separate amicably after six 
years of marriage. “It is 
with great sadness that we 
have decided to separate. 

Our work has inevitably 
led to our spending long 
periods of time away from 
each other and as a result 
we’ve drifted apart." they 
said in a statement after a 
Sunday newspaper broke 
the news. “The separation 
is entirely amicable but, as 
with tbe breakdown of any 
relationship, it is painful 
for both of us.” Thompson. 

35, won an Oscar for her 
role in the film “Howards , 
End. Branagh, 34. is best \ 
known for numerous 
Shakespearean roles on 
stage and on film. His lat- 
est role. Iago. will soon be 
seen in a screen version of 
Othello. 

Dudley Moore’s 
wife says marriage 
is over 

LONDON (AP) — Dudley 
Moore's fourth marriage is 
over after 18 months, and 
his wife is trying to sell her 
story, a British newspaper 
quoted her as saying. 
Moore says all is welL 
Nicole Rothschild was 
quoted in the News Of The 
World Sunday as saying 
the star of the movies'. 
Arthur and 10 had moved 
out of their house in. 
Newport Beach, California, 
leaving her to care for their 
three-month-old son. 
Nicholas. "1 want money to 
talk about my marriage to 
Dudley.” the newspaper 
quoted Ms. Rothschild, 31. . 
as saying. "You see, 1 have (l 
a prenuptial agreement 
with him, do if it ends I 
don’t get a peony." The 
News Of The World 
declined to pay her tbe . 
$150,000 asking price. 
"There's a lot the world 
doesn’t ' know about 
Dudley,' that’s for sure," h ' 
quoted Ms. Rothschild as 
saying. 

Retiree tells how : 
he bluffs- his way 
into presidential 
company 

PARIS (AP) — He’s man- 
aged to get himself pho- 
tographed on a staircase 
with actress Sharon Stone, 
outside a palace with actor 
Michael Douglas and at a 
garden party with opera 
diva Barbara Hendricks. 

But Claude Khazizian, a 
balding and unassuming 
retired bookkeeper, really 
started turning heads when i, 
he took his gate-crashing 
hobby to the French presi- 
dential palace. In Le 
Monde, Mr. Khazizian tells 
how he managed to pull off 
his ultimate publicity stunt 
— standing directly behind 
President Jacques Chirac 
and former President 
Francois Mitterrand on * 
May 8 after bluffing his f 
way past heavy security. 

His feat — and their failure 
to protect France’s two 
most important men — 
was immortalised in wide- 
ly distributed press pho- 
tographs. "It was a super 
day ... A great vintage,” 
said Mr. Khazizian, wbo 
described how he slipped 
past guards into the Elysee 
Palace gardens and die 
company of the presidents 
of Kazakhstan and 
Armenia. "We talked about . 
the problems in Estonia," 
he said. Later, they all 
dined together on lobster . 
and sipped from 1945 via-. . 
tage bottles of Mouton- .. 
Roihschild. The climax 
came when he was pho- 
tographed with the two 
French presidents, who • 
were hosting 61 heads of .• 
state in a celebration of the .. 
50th anniversary of the end . .. 
of World War II. "At the . 
moment of the photograph, - 
I followed the movement. I . . 
couldn't turn around,” he r 
said. "No one knew who I •• 
was. I felt a little twinge in . • 
my heart. (Senegal ■ 
President) Abdou Diouf . . 
remarked to me that I was ■ 
taller than he. "Then I .'• 
found myself behind • 
Mitterrand and Chirac.” 
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tiree tells how 
bluffs his way 
o presidential 
company 



orld News 



A woman and her son arrive at Johannesburg International Airport after having been stranded in the Comoros 
doe to a coup in the In dian Ocean island group (AFP photo) 

Comorans celebrate Djohar overthrow 


MORONI. Comoro Islands 
(R) — Hundreds of- euphor- 
ic Comorans staged a 
colourful rally Sunday to 
celebrate the overthrow of 
President Said Mohamed 
Djohar, but anger rose 
against the man behind the 
coup, soldier of fortune Bob 
Dehard. 

* At a rally called by opposi- 
tion parties to endorse Mr. 
Djohar’s fall, senior offi- 
cials and the party faithful 
demanded the departure of 
the French national and his 
white “dogs of war”. 
Diplomats said Ml Djohar, 
who has survived several 
coup attempts, grew unpop- 
ular because of his failure to 
organise fair elections. 

“Bob Denard should not 
stay. We don’t need merce- 
naries in the country, he 
should go now. His mission 
/is finished so be has to go 
for the stability of the coun- 
' try.” Idi Nadhoim, a senior 
official in the opposition 
LJNDC party, told the cheer- 
ing crowd. r ■ 

‘Mr. Nadhoim stud the pres- 
ence of mercenaries in. the 


Indian Ocean archipelago 
could allow the former gov- 
ernment of Mr. Djohar to 
make propaganda about the 
coup and weaken the credi- 
bility of the opposition par- 
ties. 

‘There is a problem people 
think the white soldiers who 
helped overthrow Djohar 
will stay here permanently. 
This is wrong, its propagan- 
da to try to make the popu- 
lation revolt,” Mr. Nadhoim 
added. 

About 500 people crowded 
Moroni’s city centre to hear 
speakers from four political 
opposition parties denounce 
Mr. Djohar’s rale. 

Comorans, many dressed 
in traditional Islamic attire, 
danced through the winding 
streets of the seaside town, 
whistling and beating drums 
in a scene more typical of a 
carnival. 

“Everyone who is here is 
happy to see that Djohar has 
been ; overthrown. ;We --are 
looking forward to free and 
democratic" elections -with- 
out interference from out- 
side ,” said’ Akbar All 


Salaeh, president of the 
National Youth of Comoros. 

The opposition figures 
were freed last Thursday 
when Denard's force raided 
the local prison and released 
political detainees jailed by 
the Djohar government, 
including new military 
strongman Captain Combo 
Ayouba. 

It was the fourth time that 
Denard’s mercenaries bad 
intervened in the islands off 
the East African coast He 
helped overthrow the coun- 
try’s first leader, Ahmad 
Abdallah, in 1975, then 
three years later he restored 
him in a mercenary inva- 
sion. 

Denard, who has a 
Comoran wife and citizen- 
ship, was keeping a low 
profile in his adopted home- 
land, although reliable 
Comoran sources spotted 
him inside the Kandami 
Barracks . Saturday wearing 
? military fatigoes* <,'-■* ■ 

After a, buccaneering ca-.. 
-Teer hr Africa in the 1960s ‘ 
and 1970s, when many of 
his military escapades 


failed, Denard and his loyal 
band called Les Affreux (the 
Frightful Ones) opted for a 
quieter life running affairs 
in the Comoros. 

Denard was head of the 
Presidential Guard from 
1978 until he was forced to 
retire to South Africa after a 
coup brought Ml Djohar to 
power in 1989. 

He returned to France in 
1993 and got off with a sus- 
pended prison sentence for 
trying to topple the govern- 
ment of the West African 
country of Benin in 1977. ' 
But this week's events con- 
firmed that Denard sees his 
future in the Comoros, 
where he is known as said 
Moustapba M’adjhou, and 
owns a fortress-like villa 
shielded by a four-metre 
(12-feet) wall opposite 
Kandami Barracks. 

French troops in Indian 
Ocean bases were on the 
alert but a .Foreign Ministry 
. Spokesman k> iPariS’ inditat 
ed they would not be sent io^ 
the islands"as, long 'as 130(7 
French residents were not 
threatened. 


Accused Japan cultists blame themselves, guru 


TOKYO (R) — Most fol- 
lowers of a Japanese 
doomsday cult who stood 
trial on various charges last 
month have vowed to quit 
the sect and blame them- 
selves and guru Shoko 
Asahara for the group’s 
bewildering array of crimes. 

“I want you to sentence 
(guru Shoko) Asahara to 
death,” the guru’s body- 
guard Satoshi Tam ura told 
the Tokyo district court in 
has Sept 5 bearing. 

“Aum (the sect) should be 
disbanded immediately. 
Followers should bum 
Asahara posters and stop 
listening to his tapes,” Mr. 
Tamura said. 

Mr. Asahara goes on trial 
on Oct 26 on murder and 
attempted murder charges 
su mmin g from the March 
20 subway nerve gas attack 


which killed 11 people and 
affected 5,000 passengers. 
He faces a maximum penal- 
ty of death by hanging if 
convicted. 

Separate trials of some 30 
senior leaders in the 10,000- 
member cult including fol- 
lower-lawyer Yoshinobu 
Aoyama, 35, also start in 
mid-October. 

Mr. Tamura. 35, was the 
first of middle-echelon 
members of the Aum Shinn 
Kyo (Aum Supreme Truth 
Sect) to stand trial. He 
pleaded guilty to charges of 
violating the radio control 
law by placing an illegal 
police receiver in Asabara’s 
limousine. 

His five-month jail sen- 
tence was suspended for 
two years. 

As well as the. Tokyo sub- 


way case, the cult has been 
accused of a July 1994 
nerve gas attack in 
Matsumoto, a central Japan 
resort which killed seven 
and injured 600. 

Other pending court cases 
include the gang-style mur- 
der of a 34-year-old follow- 
er who tried to quit the kid- 
nap- murder of an anti-cult 
Yokohama lawyer and bis 
family, the murder of a 
Tokyo notary official who 
tried to get his sister out of 
the sect and the production 
of drugs and weapons. 

The cult also feces a dis- 
bandment court order under 
fee religious institution act 
which would allow the gov- 
ernment to confiscate its 
assets, and a separate 
Justice Ministry order feat 
would outlaw the group 


under the controversial sub- 
versive activities prevention 
act 

Ml Tamura’ s court state- 
ments probably prompted 
others to speak out against 
then 40-year-old guru, 
Japanese media said. 

Asahara claimed he was 
blind and had ordered mem- 
bers to live on strict disci- 
pline and frugal vegetarian 
meals. Mr. Tamura told fee 
court fee guru frequently 
went restaurant-hopping 
wife his family feasting on 
steaks, fried prawns and 

sashimi. 

“ Asahara made criminals 
out of more than 200 of his 
followers ” Rira Harashi, 
46. another Aum defendant 
accused of hiding wanted 
suspects, told fee Tokyo dis- 
trict court on Sept. 7. She 
denied the charges but quit 
fee sect 
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Amid fragile peace, South 
Korean leader warns of war 


SEOUL (AP) — President 
Kim Youug-Sam warned 
Sunday feat continuing 
rivalry wife North Korea 
has come to a "critical peri- 
od” and asked the mili tary 
to be ready for any contin- 
gency. 

"On fee Korean peninsula, 
fee last embers of the cold 
war still flicker and could 
burst into fee flames of war 
at any time,” Mr. Kim told a 
ceremony marking the 47th 
anniversary of Armed 
Forces Day. 

"Our military force must 
closely monitor North 
Korea’s every move,” he 
said in a speech broadcast 
live nationwide on televi- 
sion and radio. 

Also Sunday, defence 
Minister Lee Yang-Ho cau- 
tioned that despite econom- 
ic hardship, North Korea 
has strengthened its military 
capability and training. 

The North has been bold- 
ing attack simulations in 
terrain similar to South 
Korea, Ml Lee told KBS 


Television. 

Two days ago, a top mili- 
tary official said round-the- 
clock satellite surveillance 
is being condncted over 
troubled North Korea as 
part of an early-warning 
security system. 

Air. force Chief of Staff 
Gen. Kim Hong-Rae said 
North Korea has placed 
more surface-to-air missiles 
and long-range artillery 
units along the North-South 
border, and has increased 
reconnaissance flights and 
aiibome exercises. 

The United States has 
Patriot antimissile batteries 
and 37,000 troops based in 
South Korea. 

The string of warnings 
come as fee North's sham- 
bling economy was hit by 
devastating floods last 
month. 

Military analysts have said 
armed provocation is likely 
should fee North Korean 
government face collapse. 

Predicting that fee Com- 
munist North will not be 


able to resolve its economic 
problems any time soon. 
President Kim warned: 
"The next two to three years 
will be a very critical period 
in terms of national securi- 
ty” for South Korea. 

Defectors from North 
Korea have said there is not 
enough fuel to run factories, 
and that much of the popu- 
lation suffers from hunger 
and malnutrition. 

The North is seeking $491 
milli on in international aid 
to help relieve its most 
immediate needs from the 
flood damage. 

But it is uncertain bow 
much aid North Korea can 
attract because of its isola- 
tionist policies and antago- 
nistic rhetoric toward the 
outside world. 

South Korean reports have 
said the north has been able 
'to raise only $13 million so 
far, mostly from non-gov- 
ernmental organisations. 

The North has also been 
antagonising its most likely 
source of aid, rival South 


Korea. 

The severe food shortage 
forced fee proud north to 
accept a historic donation of 
150,000 tons of rice from 
rival South Korea in June. 

But since then. South 
Korea has been growing 
increasingly angry over the 
North’s refusal to improve 
political ties even as it asks 
for more help. 

The latest round of aid 
talks in Beijing ended wife 
South Korea demanding 
that further talks be held on 
fee Korean peninsula and 
include political issues as 
well as aid. 

The two Koreas, divided 
into fee capitalist South and 
fee Communist North at the 
end of World War II, have 
remained bitter enemies 
since fee 1950-53 Korean 
War. Wife no peace treaty 
signed, fee two sides are 
still technically at war, with 
nearly 2 million troops 
deployed on both sides. 


U. K. Labour Party leader calls for unity 


BRIGHTON, England (R) 
— British opposition leader 
Tony Blair called on his 
Labour Party Sunday to 
close ranks ahead of a party 
conference at which he is to 
unveil radical plans to 
reform welfare, improve 
education and cut unem- 
ployment. 

As delegates gathered in 
this southern resort town for 
the annual Labour confer- 
ence to start Monday, Mr. 
Blair appealed to them to 
lay aside policy differences 
and to concentrate on pro- 
jecting the vision of a new .. 
and more electable party. 1 , ' 
l “This week Labour must- 
cJoseranks” said Mr. Blair/, 
who has sought to nfike the ‘ 
party more centrist to 
broaden its appeal. “We 
must be utterly single- 
minded...and we must be 
united.” 

Writing in the Sunday 
Mirror newspaper, Mr. Blair 
acknowledged his critics in 


fee party who opposed the 
pace of change that be had 
introduced. “I passionately 
believe we needed to make 
those changes in order to 
make ns electable ” he said. 

An ICM poll in fee 
Observer newspaper 
showed 43 per cent of those 
polled expected a clear 
Labour win at fee next gen- 
eral election due by 1997 
wife just 13 per cent pre- 
dicting victory for Pnme 
Minister John Major’s 
Conservatives. 

Mr. Blair in his speech 
Tuesday is expected to echo 
fee' 1 Successful “con&uCt 
with -America” proposed by 
the right-wing of ' the 
Republican ' Party in last 
year's congressional elec- 
tions with a “contract for 
Britain”. 

While accusing the 
Conservatives of breaking 
their promises to the nation. 
Ml Blair will make detailed 
pledges for fee first time of 


what Labour expects to 
achieve during fee lifetime 
of a parliament, political 
sources said. 

The speech will answer 
criticism that his party lacks 
clear policies by announc- 
ing fee first spending com- 
mitments of an inco min g 
Labour government, they 
said. 

Gordon Brown, Labour’s 
finance spokesman, said 
Sunday bis party would use 
£1 billion ($1.6 billion) 
from a windfall tax on fee 
privatised utilities to break 
fee “logjam” of unemploy- 
ment and . to help the “for- 
• -gotten generation” of job- 
less youths..- 

Explaining he will be 
putting forward a new pro- 
gramme, Mr. Blair said in 
fee Micron “That means 
reforms that will radically 
reduce fee levels of long- 
term unemployment and 
start putting the economy 
back on track... 


“It means putting in place 
a revolution in schools’ 
standards.. Jt means a mod- 
em, renewed NHS 
(National Health Service) 
that puts patients first It 
means a modernised wel- 
fare state.” 

One of Mr. Blair's big 
ideas will be to pledge cash 
to cut the size of primary 
school classes, political 
sources said. 

Mr. Blair is at pains to 
convey the image of a new 
Labour Party which has cast 
off the mantle of the hard- 
left. 

One controversy at the 
conference will be a deci- 
sion by Labour’s ruling 
executive to ban left-winger 
Liz Davies as a parliamen- 
tary candidate. “I can only 
have been refused because I 
am on the left of fee party,” 
she said Sunday. 


Politician, 30 others hurt in Cambodia grenade attacks 


PHNOM PENH, Cambodia 
(AP) — More than 30 peo- 
ple, including a prominent 
politician, were hurt 
Saturday when unknown 
attackers threw band 
grenades at supporters of a 
political party planning to 
go to a banned meeting. 

One grenade was thrown 
into fee residence of Son 
Sann, the founder of fee 
Buddhist Liberal 

Democratic Party. 

The opposition member of 
fee National Assembly is 
engaged in a power struggle 
against a faction backed by 
fee bigger parties in fee 
coahtion government 

The attack injured 24 peo- 


ple, including Son Soubert, 
Son Sann’s son and vice 
president of fee National 
Assembly. A party member 
said Mr. Soubert bad a 
shrapnel wound in his left 
arm. 

Another grenade was 
thrown into the grounds of a 
Buddhist pagoda, injuring 
seven people who came to 
take part in a party meeting 
scheduled for Sunday at a 
Phnom Penh stadium. 

Police said no one had 
claimed responsibility for 
the attacks. There was no 
word on whether partici- 
pants would go ahead wife 
Sunday's banned meeting. 

The country’s co-premiers, 


Norodom Ranariddh and 
Hun Sen, have ordered fee 
Interior Ministry to tell Son 
Sann he can not hold a party 
congress until he reconciles 
his differences wife the 
coalition faction. 

The more powerful fac- 
tion, made up of FUNCIN- 
PEC and the Cambodian 
people’s Party, hold an 
overwhelming majority of 
fee seats in fee National 
Assembly, while Son 
Sann’s party holds just a 
handful 

Authorities prohibited 
Sunday's scheduled meet- 
ing and broadcast radio 
warnings that if it were held 
it might face security prob- 


lems. Earlier this week, Co- 
Premier Hun Sen said secu- 
rity officials would take 
measures to stop the meet- 
ing if it were not called off. 

Mr. Hun Sen said he 
opposed the meeting 
because he was "afraid of 
security problems, like 
grenade attacks,” which 
might be staged by uniden- 
tified people as a political 
reprisal. 

Members of the Son Sann 
faction were to hold the 
meeting to challenge fee 
election by a rival party fac- 
tion in July of Information 
Minister Ieng Mouly as 
party president to replace 
Mr. Son Sann. 
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^Jhina reminds Taiwan 
unification inevitable 
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BEIJINGER) — China 
marked National Day 
Sunday wife a reminder to 
rival Taiwan that reunifica- 
tion was unavoidable, even . 
if by force, and accused the 
island’s President Lee 
Teng-Hui of plotting inde- 
pendence. 

The warning, slightly soft- 
er than recent furious 
attacks on Mr. Lee, was 
timed to coincide with the 
46th anniversary on Oct 1 
of the formal Communist 
takeover when national 
unity is a major theme. 
Premier Li Peng told a for- 
mal reception Saturday that 
recent military tests in the 
sea just north of Taiwan 
underlined Beijing’s deter- 
mination to reunify the 
world’s most populous 

' r t«ifcH. Dtrv - 
jfP*’ TTaiwan will surely return 

to fee embrace of fee moth- 
erland,” said a National 


wan as a rebel province 
since its Nationalist rulers 
fled there in 1949 after los- 
ing a civil war on the main- 
land. 

China’s army carried out 
two rounds of guided mis- 
sile tests in fee sea off 
Taiwan in July and August 
that spaiked panic on the 
island just weeks after 
President Lee made a land- 
mark private visit to fee 
United States. 

Beijing was enraged by 
Mr. Lee's visit, which it 
saw as an attempt to boost 
the island’s international 
standing. China says 
Taiwan has no right to con- 
duct international relations 
and has worked to ensure 
fee island is a virtual diplo- 
matic pariah. 

Top military staff have 
said the tests, given 
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by M unprecedented publicity by 

. ' ^ Xinhua - N .ew secretive army. 
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Agency entitled “Reunifi- 
cation of the motherland 
acc °mpHshed”. 
z China has regarded Tai- 


China’s secretive army, 
have proved fee ability of 
fee People's Liberation 
Army to reunify China. 
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Fissioning power at U.N. 


U.S. SECRETARY of State Warren Christ- 
opher’s address to the new session of the 
U.N. Genera] Assembly which opened a few 
days ago was no ordinary speech in the sense 
that it represented the views of the dominant 
power in the international organisation. 
Naturally all ears were tuned to the words of 
Mr. Christopher in a bid to decipher any 
possible shift in Washington’s policies in the 
international and regional arenas. But one of 
the most striking features of his statement 
was his clear-cut call for permanent seats on 
the U.N. Security Council for both Japan 
and Germany. 

There has been much talk in recent times 
about expanding the Council especially in 
terms of adding to the list of permanent seats 
other power brokers in the world. Tokyo and 
Bonn were the natural candidates because of 
their economic clout. Because other regions 
of the world were also expecting to be 
accorded recognition equivalent to occupying 
snch seats, however, the U.S. secretary of 
state merely hinted that there is still un- 
finished business in the quest for an ex- 
panded Security Council. Mr. Christopher 
did not mention the “other” regions by 
name naturally because he knew that there 
sm were , wide disagreements among the 
countries of Latin America, Africa and Asia 
on which state(s) from their respective conti- 
nents should speak on their behalf. 

Yet we see that the greatest challenge to a 
more democratically constituted Council lies 
not so much In who should represent these 
others areas of the world, but rather in the 
U.N. Charter which still bestows on certain 
select group of countries veto powers. In this 
context, the Charter needs to be amended 
and exactly in the area of the veto vote which 
allows any single country among the five 
permanent members to freeze or neutralise 
international action on any particular situa- 
tion or conflict. Instead of the veto power 
which can be arbitrarily exercised by one or 
the other permanent members, we would like 
to see resolutions adopted by, for instance, a 
two-third majority vote without any certain 
capital having the privilege of undoing what 
the other Council members would like to do. 
At the same time we see no problem in 
having permanent members drawn from a 
list of the most powerful countries, but this 
issue must not necessarily be linked with the 
exercise of a veto power. This is in fact what 
the General Assembly should address in its 
current session. There are not many issues 
that are more important than this one on the 
Assembly’s agenda for this year. 




COMMENTING ON the continued expulsion of Palesti- 
nians from Libya, a writer in Al Dustour said what Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi is doing cannot be stopped by 
articles in the Arab press. Experience has proved that Arab 
leaders do not fear the press and are intent to stop up their 
arbitrary measures when faced with criticism, said Taner Al 
Adwan. The Libyan measures ought to be confronted with 
a collective Arab action led by the Arab League, especially 
Lebanon and Syria because these countries maintain strong 
ties with the Libyan regime, said the writer. The Arab 
governments ought to open their eyes to the statements of 
Israeli leadens who continue to reject any discussion on the 
repatriation of refugees and the creation of a Palestine 
state, which can absorb refugees, said the writer. Indeed, a 
collective pan-Arab action would prevent the shelving of 
the refugees question and would stop any foreign powers 
from imposing a solution to the refugees’ problem on the 
Arab World, added the writer. 

IN VIEW of the growing and great demand on university 
education, a writer in Al Ra’i daily called on the govern- 
ment to pave the way for the emergence of an open 
university which can provide correspondence education 
saying that this practice has been proved successful in 
Britain and the Arab World, where the Al Qud$ Open 
University has been operating for the past decade. Ahmad 
Arafat said that Jordan ought to benefit from this 
experiment in other countries and extend bridges of 
cooperation with such institutions through the Ministry of 
Higher Education. The writer said an open university 
enables a multitude of citizens to obtain higher education 
while woiuing and earning a living and will no doubt end 
the problems normally created every summer when the 
university's open the door to a limited number of students, 
said the writer. 


Human Rights File 


By Dr. Waleed Sa’di 


A more effective way 
to deal with human rights 


AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL (Al) formally proposed 
the creation of an international tribunal to try violators of 
grave human rights by exercising jurisdiction over serious 
human rights abuses whenever and wherever they occur. 
The key element in this Al idea is the jurisdictional point, 
which would make human rights violators accountable 
internationally even when they are not so domestically. 
This suggestion, therefore, .would call for the articulation 
and adoption of an international convention that countries 
would be invited to adhere to and become a party thereof. 

It goes without saying that many capitals, especially from 
the developing world where respect for human rights has 
yet to deepen and consolidate, would be reluctant to sign 
and ratify any such human rights treaty for fear of losing 
grip over their own domestic human rights scene. Never- 
theless, the adoption of such a human rights convention 
would expose many countries' stands on human rights. It is 
one thing to sign and ratify "teethless” human rights 
instruments under which accountability is minimal, and it is 
quite another thing to make nationals of all states subject to 
an international jurisdiction that can bite, and bite painful- 
ly. It is enough to remember that all people who are 
suspected of human rights violations could be apprehended 
outside their homeland by any state that would be a party 
to the proposed treaty under the terms of this suggestion. 
Human rights watcbeis, international or regional or even 
national, could submit complaints to the international 
prosecutor 'under the proposed treaty and the arrest of any 
such suspect could be legally undertaken in any foreign 
state which is also a party to the treaty. 

It would seem to me that such a drastic idea could be the 
right and effective prescription against the unchecked 
< human rights violations, especially in their most serious 
form. We have all seen that in spire of numerous human 
rights instruments and the convening of periodic interna- 
tional meetings on human rights, the record of most 
countries on human rights has only turned from bad to 
worse. Even the Vienna Rights Conference in 1993 failed 
to advance the cause of human rights in any meaningful 
way. The international community must, therefore, begin 
to think of more effective ways to address human rights, 
particularly in areas where they count most, such as the 
right to life, prevention of torture and ill treatment of 
detainees and respect for due process of the law whenever a 
person is threatened with the deprivation of his liberties 


and properties. 

The Al proposal would seem to run parallel to the 
already established international tribunal on war crimes 
and crimes against humanity. Violations of human rights 
during armed conflict are being targetted by the interna- 
tional community in a vigorous way in the aftermath of 
commissions of grave violations against international 
humanitarian law in such places as Burundi, Bosnia and 
parts of Africa, Asia and Latin America. Now is. therefore, 
the time to complement this international concern in. 
humanitarian law with a similar action on the human rights 
front. 

The Al proposal could be exactly what is needed to 
reflect this additional concern. But first, the promoters of 
the idea should not be over-ambitious. For starters, the 
international jurisdiction over human rights crimes should 
be confined to the most serious ones, such as torture. We 
cannot expect an international human rights court to look 
into all aspects and dimensions of human rights such as 
freedom of the press or fair trial or even the full respect for 
democracy. As important as these subjects are, they can 
still be disntinguished from the pressing human rights 
standards. Besides, we already have in place several 
international bodies dealing with civil and political rights 
such as the Human Rights Committee with foil jurisdiction 
to examine human rights abuses under the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPRj. We also 
have the Committee Against Toture and other bodies on 
the rights of children and women. Discrimination in all its 
forms, whether racial or sex oriented, is also amply dealt 
with in several international fora and expert groups. 

What we should aim for with respect to this second 
category of human rights volations is to strengthen the 
bodies which monitor their application by increasing their 
mandate and enforcement mechanisms. The Al proposal, 
-as I understand it. aims to target the most serious human 
rights violations and punish the guilty after due process of 
law. The list of human rights crimes that could come 
within the purview of the proposed court can be carefully 
articulated and selected. We certainly need to walk before 
we can run when it comes to prosecution of human rights 
crimes, and that is why it would be prudent to begin 
modestly and end up ambitiously after the international 
community obtains the necessary applied experience in 
dealing with human rights abuses across the board. 


For East Asians, too, 
popular consent is the way 


By Jos£ T. Almonte 

MANILA — Authoritarian 
regimes these days are 
essentially fragile because 
they are -ultimately based 
on force. Sooner or later 
they must give way to gov- 
ernments based on popular 
consent. 

Historically, nonde- 
mocratic governments 
appear in times of dvii dis- 
order and economic crisis. 
Since they rule without ■ 
popular consent, their claim 
to legitimacy depends on 
their ability to restore law 
and order and develop the 
economy. 

Once dvfl order is res- 
tored, authoritarian gov- 
ernments in developing 
countries are undermined 
.by both their economic fai- 
lure and their economic 
success. If they fail to de- 
velop the economy, people 
naturally will replace them 
with more efficient govern- 
ment — as Filipinos re- 
placed Ferdinand Marcos in 
1986- 

Bnt even if an authorita- 
rian government succeeds 
in developing the economy, 
it creates its own downfall, 
because it then outlives its 
usefulness. 

In South Korea, Taiwan 
and Chile, authoritarian 
governments, by successful- 
ly sponsoring capitalist 
growth, unwittingly created 
a private sector and a dvii 
society of industrialists, 
traders, farmers, managers 
and professionals. 

Once people became* 
richer and more secure, 
they demanded political 
participation, a say in how 
they were governed and re- 
spect from their rules, 
when this participation and 
respect were refused them, 
people eventually turned 
against General Park 
Chong Her in South Korea, 
the Kuomintang old guard 
in Taiwan and General Au- 
guste Pinochet in Chile. 

Economic development 
cannot forever be a substi- 
tute for democracy. 
However, East Asia’s au- 


thoritarian governments 
have generally worked so 
well mat the world has 
accepted them as die norm 
for such regimes, rather 
than the exceptions they in 
fact are. 

Similar regimes, typically 
led by the military, were 
prevalent in Latin America, 
■ Aria, Africa and Eastern 
Europe before the wave of 
democratisation from 1974 
to 1990, when democratic 
governments replaced au- 
thoritarian ones in some 30 
countries over the 15-year 
period. 

East Asia’s authoritarian 
states are unique not be- 
cause of the high growth 
rates they have achieved. 
Other authoritarian coun- 
tries — the best example is 
Brazil from 1932 to 1979 — 
have grown as much and for 
as long. What is unique 
about East Asia’s growth is 
the way it has involved 
large numbers of people to 
eradicate mass poverty, 
ease income inequality and 
generate pressures for poli- 
tical liberalisation. 

By the World Bank’s esti- 
mate, mass poverty de- 
clined from 35 per cent .to 
Only 10 per cent in East 
Asia overall between 1970 
and 1990 — despite a 40 per 
cent increase in die region's 
population during those 20 
years. 

Authoritarian govern- 
ments in the region have 
generally known when the 
command economy reached 
the limits of its usefulness. 
In Taiwan, as in Thailand 
and Indonesia, they have 
given m with relative grace 
to popular pressures for 
political liberalisation — 
the ground for which they 
had themselves prepared by 
policies that emphasise in- 
come equality and social 
mobility, primary health 
care, technological educa- 
tion and bureaucratic merit. 

The erosion of author- 
itarianism in East Asia is 
still in progress. Already 
the market economy has so 
homogenised the region’s 
political systems that ’‘anti- 


communist” ASEAN can 
effortlessly incorporate 
“Communist" Vietnam. 

In fact, it is now more 
instructive to look at these 
political systems as graded 
members of a continuum 
rather than as distinct and 
contrasting categories. The 
^characteristic transition is 
from “hard” to “soft” au- 
thoritarianism, which final- 
ly eases into the kind of 
democracy that now pre- 
vails in Taiwan and South 
Korea. 

Even in China, politics 
will sooner or later catch up 
with economic reality. The 
'new social groups being 
produced by China’s econo- 
mic modernisation will un- 
avoidably generate basic 
political change. It will be 
abrupt or gradual, depend- 
ing on bow the Communist 
Party handles it. 

In Burma, the martial 
law regime really has no 
long-term choice but to 
come to terms with the 
opposition leader Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi if it is to 
open up the country’s eco- 
nomy and join ASEAN. 

Among East Asia's au- 
thoritarian regimes, only 
North Korea lacks the lei- 
sure for such a transition. 
There the liability of a 
sharp break between the 
old and new orders is real, 
perhaps by way of a military 
coup and eventual reuni- 
fication with the democratic 
South. 

Since democracy is the 
region’s wave of the future, 
is East Asian democracy 
any different from the 
Western system? 

Singapore’s senior minis- 
ter Lee Kuan Yew, for one, 
believes that although East 
Asians may now enjoy in- 
comes equal to middle-class 
people in the West, they are 
still far from becoming 
middle-cass in the politi- 
cised Western sense. 

Technology makes it 
possible to raise 
developi ng-counxry incom- 
es to rich-world levels very 
fast — within 30 to 40 years. 


compared with the 100 
years it took for a Western 
nation starting to mod- 
ernise early in the 19th cen- 
tury. But, Mr. Lee argues, 
it takes as long as ever to 
-train a whole society to 
modernity, to educate peo- 
ple “until they are capable 
of critical judgement, 
absorbing information from 
the written word and ap- 
plying a critical eye to it.” 

Until ordinary people be- 
come capable of critical 
judgement, government is 
held to be justified in con- 
trolling the kind of informa- 
tion they receive from the 
outside world. This is why 
Mr. Lee’s tight little island - 
still censors Western maga- 
zines like Playboy and 
Penthouse and controls the 
installation of satellite dis- 
hes. 

But in this effort to con- 
trol the information .that its 
people receive, Singapore is 
fighting a futile rearguard 
action against the new com- 
munications technology. 
Middle-class incomes make 
available middie-class tech- 
nology. Today everybody is 
on real time — everybody is 
seeing the same thing on 
television at the same time. 
The same information 
generates the same econo- 
mic needs, wants and 
hopes. It cuts across nation- 
al boundaries and lan- 
guages, and largely disre- 
gards ideologies as well. 

All increasingly complex 
societies, East or West, are 
best ruled increasingly by, 
conciliation and consensus 
if society is to become both 
free and orderly. And to 
the extent that countries 
accept these methods of 
political rule, to that extent 
will their political cultures 
converge. 

The writer is presidential 
security adviser and 
director-general of the 
National Security Council 
of the Philippines. The 
above article is reprinted 
from the International 
Herald Tribune . 


Illusion of ‘greater 
Israel’ dies with 
Taba deal 



By AJten Eisner 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON - The 
signing of a new Middle 
East agreement, under 
which Israel will evacuate 
much of the West Bank, 
marks the death of the 
dream of a “greater Israel 
which dominated Israeli 
politics for an entire gen- 
eration. . . 

In May 1977, on the night 
he was elected as Israel’s 
first right-wing prime minis- 
ter, the late Menachem Be- 
gin declared: “There are no 
occupied territories — they 
are liberated territories." 

* That night ushered in a 
15-year period, during 
which successive Israeli 
governments did all they 
could to build what they 
called a “greater Israel.” 
The aim was to ensure eter- 
nal Jewish sovereignty over 
the occupied West Bank. 

Tens of thousands of set- 
■ ders were encouraged by a 
mixture of officially sanc- 
tioned religious and 
nationalistic zeal and gener- 
ous financial inducements, 
to move to heavily armed 
enclaves built in tire heart 
of a hostile Arab popula- 
tion. 

The settlements remain 
— for now — but the 
dream,.or perhaps it was an 
illusion, of building a “grea- 
ter Israel” is dead, finally 
buried by the agreement 
signed on Thursday by 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin and Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) chief Yasser Arafat. 

Under the agreement, 
Israel hands over much of 
the West Bank to Palesti- 
nian rule and opens the way 
for the emergence of an 
elected Palestinian council. 

Mr. Rabin, in his speech 
after signing the agreement, 
spoke at what he called the 
deep biblical significance of 
the land Israel is yielding. 
He claimed that every olive 
tree, every field and every 
flower bore the deep im- 
print of Jewish history. 

“But we are not alone 
here on this soil, in this 
land. And so we are sharing 
this good earth today with 
the Palestinian people — in 
order to choose life,” Mr. 
Rabin declared. 

Said Robert Satloff, 
director of the Washington 
Institute for Near East Poli- 
cy: “This is an agreement to 
withdraw. It recognises that 
certain biblical cities are 
Palestinian cities. It brings 
to an end the idea of a 
‘greater Israel.” 

The “greater Israel” idea 
had deep roots in the Israeli 
psyche. The West Bank 
■contains many of the holiest 
and most significant sites in 
Jewish history, including 
the caves of the Machpelah 
in Hebron, which according 
to the book of Genesis was 
purchased by the Patriarch 
Abraham as a burial place 
for his wife, Sarah, for 400 
shekels of silver. Now, an 
annexe to the agreement 


refers to “the Palestinian 
city of Hebron.” 

The “greater Israel" 
dream began to take on 
flesh in June 1967, when 
Israel captured the whole of 
the West Bank from Jordan 
in rhe six day war, setting 
off a wave of fervour among 
religious Israelis who be- 
lieved that the military vic- 
tory and the land had been 
divinely bequeathed to the 
Jewish people. 

Within days of the war 
being over, the first settlers 
had appeared outside Heb- 
ron. where they took over a 
hotel and began what was 
to become the settlement of 
Kiryat Arba. 

But as long as the non- 
religious Labour Party 
ruled Israel, the settlers 
pursued their ambitions 
without official sanction. 
Labour governments 
allowed settlements for 
strategic or geopolitical 
purposes but for the most 
part kept Jews out of major 
Palestinian population cen- 
tres. 

That changed on the 
night of Mr. Begin’s vic- 
tory. The fiercely national- 
ist Begin endorsed the 
“greater Israel's goal. His 
government settled Jews in 
the very heart of Hebron 
and near Nablus, the largest 
Palestinian city in the West 
Bank. 

The settlements soon be- 
came a focus of violence. 
Palestinians launched their 
intifada in 1987 while some 
militant Jewish settlers 
formed their own under- 
ground guerrilla movement 
which blew up Palestinian 
mayors with booby-trap 
bombs. 

Israel's nationalist tide 
began to turn in 1991 when 
the United States arranged 
an unprecedented Middle 
East peace conference in 
Madrid. 

Even at the Madrid con- 
ference, Israel's then prime 
minister Yitzhak Shamir 
declared defiantly that his 
nation would never aban- 
don the West Bank. 

' But the opening of peace 
talks changed something in 
Israel. The political pendu- 
lum was swinging away 
from the ideological right 
and back to the pragmatic 
centre. 

In 1992, Labour’s Rabin 
returned to power with a 
mandate to negotiate with 
Palestinians and other 
Arabs. Tire “greater Israel" 
adherents were consigned 
to the opposition. 

Now, three years later, 
Mr. Rabin (is moving to- 
wards delivering) on his 
promise. Next year, he will 
race a new election and 
Israelis wiU have the chance 
to render their judgement. 

But by that time, Israeli 
troops will have left Nablus 
and five other towns, 
Palestinians will be gov- 
erning themselves and the 
right-wing Israeli dream of 
absorbing the West Bank 
will probably be gone for 
good. 


LETTERS 


Politics and 
professionals 


To the Editor: 

I FIND it quite incredible, and disturbing, that in a country 
as progressive as Jordan, many of the professional assoda* 
tons, like the Veterinary Association, can impose a 
political viewpoint on all tiieir members and make this a 
requisite for practising their profession. These are all 
intelligent people, but surely they realise that the principle 
of imposing a lock-step mentality on their members is the 
same principle that leads ultimately to totalitarianism. The 
sooner this mentality and practice are jettisoned the better 
off we all will be. 

When I take my sick dog to a veterinarian, my main 
concern, and that of my dog’s, is not whether this person is 
for or against normalisation — that is incidental to the 
matter at hand. My concern is only one; Is he qualified to 
do whatlaiTi prepared to pay him to do, ahd that is to treat 
my dog/ Period. In another context, we may sit down and 
discuss the pros and cons of normalisation but surely it has 
nothing to do with his qualifications and liberty to practise 
as a vet, 1 r 

Bob Robertson, 
Amman, 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions from 
its readers on any subject they wish to tackle. Letters 
intended for publication , however, should contain the 
writers rulj name and preferably address as well. Names 
can be withheld only upon request and under special 
circumstances. Letters are subject to editing The newspap- 
er is nor responsible for the rerum of unused manuscripts. t 
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WHERE NOW for the 
workfs poor? Hie years 
since the collapse of Com- 
inunism have seen the em- 
ergence of an apparent 
global consensus about the 

Inescapable role of markets 

in economic life. But they 
have also brought a steadily 
developing sense of unease 
about how to respond to the 
losers in the increasingly 
ferocious competitive mar- 


Sept. 27 in Lambeth 

Palace a collection of the 
great and the good, led by 
Douglas Hurd and the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Ltbered to debate the issue 
_at is preoccupying the 
drinkers of die aid agency 
world: how to respond to 
growing economic globa- 
lisation. The occasion was 
the 50th anniversary of the 
founding of Christian Aid, 
whose work in the interven- ■ 
ing period — from relief 
work for the starving in 
India in the Sixties to cam- 
for the reform of 


trading practices and 
the relief of Third World 
debt in more recent years 
— charts a shift in tmder- 


ple poor. But the rapid in-, 
tegradon of the world eco- 
nomy poses problems for 
the world's poor which are, 
according to senior aid 
analysts, qualitatively diffe- 
rent. 

Economic globalisation 
has come about through the 
interactions of high technol- 
ogy in communications, and 
other parts of industry, with 
die large-scale financial de- 
regulation that was loosed 
in the Thatcher/Reagan 
era. National boundaries 
and habits ate becoming 
increasingly irrelevant to 
business decisions as invest- 
ment flows and production 
facilities move in search of, 
the highest possible returns 
or market share. Marketing 
has become global — the 
whole world is sold the 
same McDonald's, Ford 
Mondeo, Coca-Cola or 
Michael Jackson album. 
Transnational companies 
grow ever larger, with their 
subsidiaries spanning the 
globe. 

As a result the movement 
of money round the world is 
constantly speeding up — 
current foreign exchange 
deaKng s exceed $1. trillion a 
day. And investors are 
moving their cash, known 
in financial jargon as fore- 
ign direct investment 
(FDI), around the unreg- 
ulated world market in sudb 
quantities that FDI has 
overtaken trade as the en- 
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Rich and poor: worlds apart 
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How to halt the global money- go-round? 


ae of world growth. Jobs 

the cash; which is 

invested wherever labour is 
cheaptest. Thus one of 
France's largest electronics 
groups employs three times 
as many people in Asia as it 
does at home. And Swissair 
has .moved its accountancy 
department to Delhi. 

Good news for the poor? 
Up to a point. For when 
living standards' begin to 
rise — and local wages with 
them — the jobs move'else- 
where. Japanese invest- 
ment is already shifting 
from South Korea and 
Taiwan to Malaysia and 
Thailand, which have one- 
tenth of the wage costs. The 
commercial logic is hard to 
defy. Only last week the 
U.K. firm Morgan Cruci- 
ble, one of , .the. .world's 
largest suppliers of indust- 
, rial carbons and ceramics, 
announced that it was mov- 
ing production from Ger- 
many and Japan to Eastern 
Europe and China. Wages 
were S31 an hour in Japan 
and $26 in Germany; in 


Eastern Europe, rates were 
$1.50 an hour; at its new 
Shanghai plant $1 a day. 

In such a process of 
heightened competition be- 
tween countries, the strong 
do well and those left be- 
hind find it ever harder to 
catch up. The need to re- 
main competitive in an 
open global economy will 
lead to a downward press- 
ure on standards (of living, 
working and products) and 
national and local cultures 
will come under attack. 

The resultant world sys- 
tem works perfectly well 
without bothering about 
Africa, where rates of mal- 
nutrition, child mortality 
and illiteracy — in decline 
until a few years ago — 
have begun to rise again. 
, According to. Kevin -Wat- 
kins, senior policy adviser 
.at Oxfam, less than 2 per 
cent of all FDI goes to 
Africa, so 15 per cent of the 
world’s population is con- 
signed to oblivion. 

The idea that women in 
Shanghai and their 


As big capital chases profit and 
low wages around the world, 
aid agencies are left with a 
dilemma: fund-raise, trade or 
campaign? Paul Vallely reports 


equivalents in the carpet 
sweatshops of Bangladesh 
— are working for about 65 
pence a day provokes moral 
outrage in foe aid agency 
world but no one seems 
very sure any more what to 
do about it. 'They do not 
have an intellectually cohe- 
rent response,” says Vin- 
cent Cable, a senior eco- 
nomist with the Royal Insti- 
tute of International 
Affairs. 

He acknowledges the 
negative ride: low wages, 
poor conditions, bronchial 
complaints from heavy 
wool dust in the air, saris 
caught up in catting 


machines, piecework, no 
security. Bat if these 
women were not earning 
. 65p a day what would they 
be doing? The alternatives 
would be subsistence form- 
ing, domestic service or 
prostitution. Cable sees 
'labour-intensive, export- 
oriented growth as foe only 
hope for foe poor world. 
Their conditions will im- 
prove with overall econo- 
mic growth. When the tide 
comes in, all boats rise. . 

To Kevin Watkins at Ox- 
fam that sounds suspicious- 
ly like the old discredited 
“trickle-down” theory in 
new clothes. There has 


been more than a decade of 
economic growth in the 
U.S. and U.K. and yet at 
foe same time significant 
increases in poverty. All 
boats rise, except those 
which are anchored to the 
river bed. Economic growth 
is a necessary condition for 
poverty reduction but it is 
not sufficient, unless 
accompanied by economic 
redistribution -measures 
that empower poor people. 
Watkins sees globalisation 
as a euphemism for a race 
to maximise profit by 
lowering environmental 
standards and workers' pay 
and conditions. 

If Vincent Cable dismis- 
ses this kind of analysis as 
emotional and unhelpful 
and likely to feed the agen- 
da of foe new protection- 
ists,. Ian linden, general, 
secrefory of the Catholic ^ 
Institute for International 
Relations, takes a strictly 
pragmatic view. He concen- 
trates on realpolitik, prop- 
osing that foe agencies lob- 
by governments for a half- 


way house in which mini- 
mum standards might be 
agreed within regional trad- 
ing blocs. Jobs would still 
go from Europe to Asia, 
but not so easily from 
Korea to the Philippines. 
The big question here is 
whether mere lobbying can 
bring the market under 
such social and community 
control. If it could not. Lin- 
den argues, we would still 
have children up chimneys. 

But others in the aid 
agencies feel that the only 
realistic option is to work 
with the grain of the new 
economics. The poor na- 
tions can’t opt out of globa- 
lisation, argues George 
Gelber, head of policy at 
the Catholic agency Cafod. 
“They've got to be skilled 
up: Some wfilcritidsens for 
saying that, butithere are no 
alternative models in the 
wings.” 

That is very much the 
approach of fair-trade orga- 
nisations such as Oxfam 
Trading, Equal Exchange, 
Twin Trading and Traid- 


craft. Traidcraft also offers 
a business development ser- 
vice to struggling Third 
World producers. The idea 
here is to use the market to 
create not only wealth but 
also community, by bring- 
ing pressure to bear on the 
commercial sector from all 
who have a stake in the 
business — consumers, staff 
and trading partners. 

But such initiatives will 
always be symbolic. The 
cost of unfair trade and 
unequal competition to de- 
veloping countries* labour, 
according to the U.N. De- 
velopment Programme, is 
the equivalent of $500 bil- 
lion a year. Compare that 
with the total aid foe rich 
world gives: $54 billion. 
And compare that with foe 
global budget for all volun- 
tary agencies: $5 billion. 
With foeir tiny resources, 
aid organisations can hope 
to make only a very limited 
contribution. . . 

Increasingly foe agencies 
axe seeing their role as one 
of campaigning and advoca- 
cy on behalf of their poor 
partners. The internal de- 
bate is therefore on bow 
much they should shift their 
emphasis from grassroots 
projects to campaigning for 
the relief of Third world 
debt, for institutions such as 
foe International Monetary 
Fund to become more 
transparent and more sensi- 
tive to foe poor, and for the 
developing world to be 
given a fairer deal by the 
new World Trade Organisa- 
tion. 

It may be that a global- 
ised economy needs an 
alliance of comparable 
breadth to mitigate its ex- 
cesses. “Globalised solidar- 
ity” is foe term used by 
Julian Filochowski, the 
director of Cafod. for foe 
scheme to train its partners 
in Zimbabwe and Zambia 
in media management teeb- 
niques. Greenpeace 
showed foe way with its 
Brent Spar campaign — in- 
ternational coordination, 
an effective consumer 
boycott and adroit use of 
the media. “It is sad that 
they turned out to be work- 
ing on rather dubious evi- 
dence. But it was clearly an 
effective sLCategy 
Filochowski says. But ;if 
building a globalised civil 
society is the solution, foe 
agencies have a long hard 
struggle ahead. 


The Independent 



Jerusalem is a constituency - Arafat 


(Continued from page 1) 

The transfer of power in 
cities and villages will give 
the Palestinians control over 
slightly less than a third of the 
West Bank. 

The Israel-PLO agreement 
faces stiff opposition from 
Jewish settlers in the West 
Bank. About 200 settlers 
burned tires and blocked traf- 
fic Sunday morning on the 
bypass road around Jericho 
and at an army checkpoint 
before the King Hussein 
Bridge to Jordan. Eighteen 
. protesters were detained. . 

The settlers said they were 
protesting Israel’s plans to 
remove army roadblocks and 
expand the area of Palesti- 
nian self-rule around Jericho. 

“They lied to us," David 
Elhiani, head of the Jordan 
* /alley settlers’ council, told 
Israel Radio. ‘The Jordan 
Valley is no longer the secur- 
ity strip of the nation. They, 
are ceding the Jordan Valley. 

“We will not allow Palesti- 
nian police into the Jordan 
Valley. We will fight with 
everything we have." 

Several hundred travellers 
were delayed and traffic 


across the bridge stopped for 
most of the morning until 
Israeli police dragged settlers 
away from the main j*ate 
leading to the bridge just 
outside Jericho. 

A Reuters photographer 
saw police detain between 10 
and 12 demonstrators. Israeli 
army radio said most were 
released later. 

The settlers began the pro- 
test by blocking a main road 
to Jerusalem. 

They then marched to- 
wards the bridge, vowing to 
remain at an entrance road 
all day. 

Palestinian police Major 
Fawzi Odeh, in charge of 
West Bank crossing points 
for the Palestinian self-rule 
authority, called the protest a 
violation of Palestinian rights 
of passage. 

“They cause a lot of prob- 
lems for our Palestinian 
citizens, especially the ones 
who are travelling to Jor- 
dan,” he told Reuters. 

An Arab taxi driver wait- 
ing near the bridge said: 
“The demonstrators are 
harming the movement fbm 
-Jordan. Why are they letting 
them do that?” 


Israel’s parliament is sche- 
duled to debate the Israel- 
PLO agreement this Thurs- 
day. Mr. Peres said he ex- 
perts it to be approved. 

Mr. Dror. the military gov- 
ernment spokesman, said 
Israeli and Palestinian offi- 
cials were to meet Sunday to. 
work out the details of the 
transfer of authority. 

The four offices that will be 
closed next week are in Salfit, 
near the city of Nablus; Khar- 
bata, near Raniallah; Yatta, 
near Hebron; and Kabatiya, 
near Jenin. 

While the Palestinians 
made strides towards greater 
self-rule, the limits of that 
independence were cleair 
Sunday, when Israel ex - 
tended the closure of the 
Wesr Bank and Gaza Strip 
through Oct. 5 — after the 
Yom Kippur holiday. 

The Gaza Strip has b$en 
sealed since Sept. 24 and the 
West Bank since Wednesday. 
The closure, which strangles 
a struggling Palestinian eco-* 
nomy highly dependent on 
jobs in Israel, had been sche- 
duled to end on Sunday. 

Israel fears attacks by mili- ; 
tants opposed to the Israel- 
PLO peace process. 


The supreme court mean- 
while ordered Israeli author- 
ities to justify a decision to 
not prosecute two interroga- 
tors who shook a Palestinian 
detainee to death, Israel 
Radio said. 

Abdul Samad Harizat, 29, 
died during Shin Bet inter- 
rogation in April, and a 
pathologist who attended his 
autopsy said he was tortured 
to death. Israeli media re- 
ported his head was banged- 
against a wall and he was left 
unconscious in an isolation 
cell. 

After an appeal by a lobby 
called the Committee 
Against Torture, the sup- 
reme court ordered the jus- 
tice ministiy and Shin Bet to 
explain within 45 days why 
the interrogators and their 
commanders should not be 
prosectued in a criminal court 
for Harizat’s death. 

The justice ministry had 
been satisfied by their cen- 
sure in an internal Shin Bet 
disciplinary court, Israel 
Radio said. 

The Shin Bet had hoped 
Harizat would lead them to 
members of the militant 
group Hamas. 


Abdul Rahman and all others found guilty of plotting bombing 


(Con tin tied from page 1) 
a peacekeeping force from 
foe Middle East. 

He said Sheikh Abdul 
Rahman called America “the 
number one enemy of 
Islam.” 

Members of the Jihad 
organisation allegedly sought 
to bring a global holy war to 
the United States by killing 
Kahane and bombing the 
trade centre. They then 
allegedly sought to assassin- 
ate Egyptian President Hosm 
Mubarak, bomb five sites in a 
single day and kidnap or kill 
mother dignitaries. They even 
discussed kidnapping former 
U.S. President Richard Nix- 
on and former Secretary of 
State Henry Kissinger. 

“Terrorism is real. It is 
here. It is in this courtroom.” 
Mr. Fitzgerald told the jury. 

In 1991, Mr. Nosair was 
acquitted in state court in the 
Kahane killing but was jailed 


on related weapons charges. 

In the 1980s, the sheikh 
had been acquitted twice in 
his homeland of commanding 
others to kill Egyptian Presi- 
dent Anwar Sadat, who was 
assassinated in 1981. He was 
convicted in absentia in 1994 
for a role in a 1989 anti- 
government riot and was 
sentenced to seven years hard 
labour. 

Defence lawyers argued 
foe Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigations (FBI) created the 
United Nations plot to save 
face after ignoring warnings 
prior to the- trade centre 
attack from informant Emad 
Salem that a bombing would 
take place. 

“Their arrogance and au- 
dacitv blew up in their face, 
defence lawyer John Jacobs 

said. , 

The slipup, the lawyers 

argued, gave Mr Salem 
leverage to demand $1 mil- 


lion to snare the defendants 
and manipulate FBI agents 
despite his long history of 
telling lies, including boasting 
that he knew Saddam Hus- 
sein and lying to a state jury. 
He is now in the federal 
witness relocation program- 
me. 

They noted that Mr. 
Salem, who testified for a 
month, admitted providing, 
information to the Egyptian 
government, as did Abdo 
Mohammad Haggg. a defen- 
dant turned government wit- 
ness who testified he told the 
Egyptian about the Mubarak 
plot and where a trade centre 
bomber was hiding in Egypt. 

The defence case was aided 
by dozens of audiotapes Mr. 
Salem made secretly of his 
talks with his FBI handlers 
because he feared the agency 
would turn againsr him. 

Four defendants testified, 
but not the sheikh. 


The verdict came in the 
second of three of trials stem- 
ming from the trade centre 
bombing, which killed six 
people, ^caused $500 million 
worth of damage and reduced 
the feeling of security among 
Americans. 

Four men were convicted 
last year in the trade centre 
bombing and were sentenced 
to 240 years in prison. 

In a third trial, expected 
next year, the scope will be 
widened further as the gov- 
ernment claims that the trade 
centre bombing was part of a 
worldwide terrorism cam- 
paign that continued into 
1995 with plans to bomb air- 
planes from the sky. 

That trial will feature the 
wise against Ramzi Yousef, 
the alleged mastermind of the. 
trade centre bombing. He 
was arrested in Pakistan this 
year after two. years on the 
run. 


(Continued from page 1) 


armed forces in general are 
now almost self-sufficient in 
weapons. 

“Our foreign purchases are 
very limited. They are in no 
way comparable with those of 
our neighbours," he told the 
newspaper, without elabora- 
tion. 

Iranian President Ali 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsaniani 
meanwhile criticised U.S. anempts to 
isolate Iran economically as 
he opened an international 
trade fair here on Sunday 
that attracted companies 
from 53 countries. 

“The world's welcome of 
the fair this year is a clear 
response to the 1 American 
government, which thinks it 
can deploy its .political and 


financial power to isolate a 
country," Mr. Rafsanjani 
said in his opening speech. 
Some 800 foreign com- 

g anies and 2,200 Iranian 
rms are participating in the 
21st International Commer- 
cial Fair in Tehran, which 
lasts until Oct. 9. 

South Africa, Mexico and 
Iraq are taking part for the 
first time and Germany, 
Iran’s top trade partner, is 
the biggest foreign partici- 
pant. 

U.S. companies, who 
made a strong showing in the 
past two years, are absent 
this year because of a un- 
ilateral embargo imposed by 
their government on Iran in 
June. 

The United States, accus- 
ing Iran of supporting inter- 
national terrorism and seek- 


ing to develop nuclear 
weapons, has urged other 
countries to join it to isolate 
Iran, but to no avail. 

Iranian leaders have rebuf- 
fed U.S. efforts and have 
approached other interna- 
tional firms to replace busi- 
ness with U.S. companies, 
who were Iran’s biggest trad- 


ing partners in 1993 and 1994. 

Iraq’s presence at the Iran 
fair was unexpected as the 
two countries are yet to re- 
cover from their 1980-1988 
war and Baghdad is still sub- 
jected to an international 
trade embargo, imposed after 
Iraq invaded Kuwait in Au- 
gust 1990. 


Holbrooke pursues mission 


(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. Holbrooke’s peace 
drive has brought two break- 
* through over the past month. 
The first was in Geneva when 
the three warring sides 
agreed Bosnia would be 
shared 51-49 by a Muslim- 
Croat federation and a Bos- 
nian Serb entity. 

The second was last week 


in New York where they 
agreed on a constitutional 
framework for the shared 
Bosnian state. 

Zagreb officials expected 
his talks not only to cover 
Bosnia but also the prickly 
issue of eastern Salvonia. the 
last chunk of Croatian terri- 
tory still controlled by Serb 
insurgents, who seized it by 
force four years ago when 
Yugoslavia broke up. 


Cars torched in Lyon 


(Continued from page 12) 
dom, potentially fuelling 
further violence both in 
France and among militants 
in Algeria. 

“Is this not the stuff of 
which martyrs are made... on 
both sides of the Mediterra- 
nean in a community torn by 
doubt, desperation and fan- 
tasy?” said Herve Bourges, 
head of France’s broadcast- 
ing watchdog authority, the 
CSA. 

Journal du Dimanche 
issued a similar warning in a 
front-page editorial, asking 
whether it was right for the 
French media “to show again 
and again the body of Khaled 
Kelkal knowing that the im- 
age will be seen over and 
over from Vaulx-en-Velin to 
the suburbs of Algiers and 
Oran, and that It will be 


cynically exploited by the 
fundamentalists." 

Rental's death was clearly 
a disappointment for police, 
who had been told to take 
him alive if at all possible. 

But the manhunt did pro- 
vide one crucial lead for 
police: Koussa, an accom- 
plice of Kelkal. who was 
wounded in a shootout with 
police, was briefly questioned 
by police Sunday at his hos- 
pital bed. 

Koussa and two others who 
were apparently helping Kel- 
kal are to be charged with 
terrorist-related ..offences, 
judicial officials said. 

Koussa. Abdul Kader 
Maameri and Abdul Kader 
Bouhadjar are to be indicted 
on charges of associating with 
criminals linked to a terrorist 
enterprise, they said. 


Libya to expel 5,000 


(Continued from page 1) 

Witnesses at Salloum said 
at one stage a group of peo- 
ple, in front of Libyan televi- 
sion cameras, started chant-, 
ing slogans condemning the 
PL.O- Israeli accord. 

“Down with the .agree- 
ment, no to capitulation,” 
and “We shall free pur land 
with weapons,’’ they chanted. 

Libyan authorities moved 
dozens of tents from the Li- 
byan side of the border into 
no man’s land to shelter the 
Palestinians. Around 170 
tents, each big enough for 10* 
people, now stand in the nar- 
row desert strip between the 
borders, many of them bear- 
ing Palestinian flags. 

Palestinians stuck at Sal- 
loum earlier this month said 
they were reduced to begging 


for food from travellers. The 
UNHCR’s Moumtzis said 
children were struck down 
with diarrhoea and people 
were scared to sleep at night 
because of the scorpions. 

About 300 deportees were 
still at foe border post of* 
Misaed on the Libyan side 
waiting to cross into foe inter- 
national zone after arriving in 
’six buses from Tobruk late.. 
Saturdy, Egyptian officials 
added. 

Almost all the expelled 
Palestinians entered the zone 
between the borders without 
papers and many had no per- 
sonal belongings, and that 
another 1,500 were expected 
in the next four or five days, 
Egyptian officials said. 

Dozens of other expelled 
Palestinians holding valid 
documents, meanwhile, cros- 
sed the border into Egypt on 
Saturday. 


Ministry promises fair ruling 


(Continued from page 12) 

Supply wants,” four com- 
panies said in an advertise- 
ment in the A1 Dustour Ara- 
bic daily this week. 1 

But the producers charged 
that the study upon which the 
ministry would make its deci- 
sion was based on old data, 
especially the prices of raw 
material. 

Consumper Protection 
Society President Moham- 
mad Obeidat supported the 
ministry’s stand against float- 
ing the prices. 

The Al Aswaq daily 
quoted Dr. Obeidat as saying 
tnat the rise in the cost of raw 
material was minimal and did 
not justify floating the prices. 
• He said that Jordan’s ex- 
perience in floating price had 
failed because the market 


was limited. Indicating that 
floating the price of second- 
grade tissue paper will lead to 
an increase in its price, he 
said this would harm citizens 
whose purchasing power was 
eroding as a result of con- 
tinuing price hikes. 

Though Dr. Azzam ex- 
pressed hope that producers 
would cooperate with the 
ministry in the interest of the 
country, he was firm in stat- 
ing that the ministry had 
“ample means to protect the 
interest of thfc country.” 

Dr. Azzam added that the 
producers were free to accept 
or refuse its decision. But “if 
they refuse it,” be said, “I- 
will recommend to the Prime 
Ministry to fix the prices of 
first-grade tissue paper and 
end its floation and also to 
open the doors for imports." 
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ndia sets eyes on $500m 
with Jordan in 3 years 



By Cathy King 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — India seeks to 
raise to 5500 million its 
annual trade with Jordan by 
1998. a high-ranking Indian 
trade and industry official 
said Sunday. 

Bin ay Kumar, president of 
the Federation of the Indian 
Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry (FICCI), said the 
Indian business community 
was becoming aware of Jor- 
dan's “new environment" 
and its emergence as a re- 
gional “trading port.” 

According to official fi- 
gures. trade between the two 
countries in 1994 was valued 
at about $200 million, with 
Indian importing foods worth 
$150 million from Jordan. 

Mr. Kumar, who led an 
FICCI delegation comprised 
of three government officials 
and 10 businessmen, held 
talks here on Saturday and 
Sunday. On Saturday they 
signed two agreements, the 
first with the Amman Cham- 
ber of Industry (ACI) and the 
second with the Amman 
Chamber of Commerce 
(ACC). Both agreements in- 
volved enhanced cooperation 
between the Jordanian 
bodies and FICCI. 

Saturday's agreement with 
the ACI established a joint 
business council that will pro- 
vide a platform for the formal 
exchange of business in- 
formation. Exchange of visits 


be arranged on a 
basis, Mr. Kumar 


are to 
annual 
bid. 

The agreement with the 
ACC made provisions for 
coordination, a Jordanian 
product exhibition in India 
and exchange of visits of busi- 
ness persons, he added. 

The Indian economy has 
witnessed liberalisation over 
the last three years, allowing 
the importation of non- 
traditional products. 

Traditionally. India is a 
large importer of the King- 
dom's phosphate and potash 
products, said Mr. Kumar, 
adding that India would now 
look towards importing 
manufactured products ana 
industrial cooperation. 

“Your strategic location in 
the region and your trade 
agreements with the United 
States. Europe and others are 
very important to us." he 
stated. 

Jordan and India, he main- 
tained. will be able to create 
a mutually beneficial part- 
nership because “India has a 
quota problem (in textiles). 
We have a market and we 
have customers, but we have 
a quota problem." 

He was referring to ceilings 
imposed by the government 
of Europe and the U.S. on 
textile imports. 

Through Jordan's pre- 
ferential treatment agree- 
ment with Europe and the 
U.S.. he said, the Kingdom 
and India would be able to 


forge a “good partnership.” 

The two countries will be 
able to act as gateways for 
each other: India will be a 
gateway for Jordan's market 
m Asia and South Asia while 
Jordan will be India's to the 
Middle East region and 
Europe, Mr. Kumar said. 

Jordan's and the region's 
traditional trade links with 
India are founded upon Indi- 
a's exportation of tea, coffee 
and leather, he said. 

Prior to the three-day visit 
to Amman, the delegation 
visited Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait. 

“The delegation's visit is 
an advanced team in prepara- 
tion for the MENA (Middle 
East and North Africa) eco- 
nomic summit," he said. 
Awareness is low (in the re- 
gion) and the (Indian) gov- 
ernment is looking for 
alliances," said Mr. Kumar, 
who is also the chairman of 
Banaras House Limited, an 
export-import, company with 
offices throughout India and 
several European and North 
American cities. 

Mr. Kumar expected that 
India to be represented at the 
MENA summit by 50 to 60 
people representing India’s 
public and private sectors, 
but he hoped for the parti- 
cipation of more businessper- 
sons. 

Mr. Kumar rejected sug- 
gestions that joint Jordanian- 
Indian projects would be li- 
mited by financial restric- 


tions. 

“There is plenty of surplus 
money that people want to 
give to credible projects with 
good returns,” he said. 

In light of a common prob- 
lem of unemployment, Mr. 
Kumar saw a solution in the 
establishment of small and 
medium scale business. 

“Thirty per cent of the 
(Indian) economy is directly 
or indirectly based on small- 
and medium-scale produc- 
tion,” he said, emphasising 
that enterprises of this kind 
offer more employment 
opportunities. 

Joint projects now up for 
consideration as a result of 
the delegation’s visit to the 
Kingdom, Mr. Kumar said, 
include a hotel and joint pro- 
jects in the leather and ready- 
made garment industries. 

Following meetings with 
the directors-generai of the 
Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Company and the Arab 
Potash Company. Mr. 
Kumar said the talks under- 
lined the need for increased 
exports of derivatives of 
phosphates and potash in ex- 
change for an increase of 
Indian imports to the King- 
dom. 

“We are-looking for a bet- 
ter balance of trade," Mr. 
Kumar asserted, but added 
that the results of the discus- 
sions would have to be re- 
viewed. 

The FICCI delegation re- 
turns home today. 


EU pushes ahead with monetary plan 


VALENCIA. Spain (AP) — . 
European Union finance 
chiefs sought Saturday to 
quell doubts about their fu- 
ture common currency by 
pu? ning ane’d with prepara- 
tions ~tc replace marks, 
francs, guilders and the rest. 

They" even appeared to 
make progress on picking a 
name for” -he new money, 
with the “Euro" emerging as 
frontrunner. 

1 “European monetary un- 
ion is definitely on track... 
and will go ahead according 
to the criteria and the timet- 
able,” EU Commission Presi- 
dent Jacques Santer said at a 
news conference. 

“This meeting has re- 
moved much of the ambigui- 
ty." the El> chief executive 
said after day-long talks 
among finance ministers and 
central bank governors from 
the union nations. 

The drive to achieve 
monetary union has been 
overshadowed in recent 
weeks by uncertainty over 


whether key nations, includ- 
ing France and Italy, will be 
able to meet strict financial 
conditions for joining the 
single currency dub by 1999. 

Ministers here pledged to 
redouble their efforts to 
reach the targets of low infla- 
tion and interest rates, slim 
budget defidts. modest debt 
andstable exchange rates. 

“We have no intention of 
letting our public finances 
backslide." said French Fi- 
nance Minister Jean Arthuis. 

Despite the upbeat tone, 
the meeting in a luxury hotel 
beside the Mediterranean 
Sea failed to convince every- 
one the currency union was 
out of danger. 

Governments must prove 
they are prepared to push 
through unpopular spending 
cuts or tax increases need to 
bring their defidts down to 
the 3 per cent of gross nation- 
al product demanded by the 
currency union criteria. 

Germany, ^he EU's econo- 
mic powerhouse, has insisted 


the criteria cannot be 
weakened to allow stragglers 
to join. The Germans, along 
with tiny Luxembourg, are 
the only EU members who 
currently meet the criteria. 

They are concerned a re- 
laxation of the conditions 
would lead to economic insta- 
bility. 

German finance Minister 
Theo Waigel even wants new 
conditions' introduced to en- 
sure nations don't start to run 
up deficits again after they 
join the currency union. Mr. 
Waigel told reporters there 
was broad support for his 
suggestion. 

He also got backing for his 
ideas on what to call the* 
future currency, with a num- 
ber of ministers backing the 
“Euro." \ 

France, however was unen- 
thusiastic. preferring the 
“ECU," which is currently 
used for EU accounting and 
stands for European currency 
unit. 

A decision on the name is 


expected December at a sum- 
mit of EU leaders in die 
Spanish capital of Madrid. 

The ministers did agree on 
a number of technical steps 
towards the currency switch. 
They said a decision on who 
would join the first group of 
nations to adopt the single 
currency would be made "at 
the end of 1997. based on 
that year's economic cata. 

EU citizens should be able 
start using the new currency 
for non-cash transactions im- 
mediately after bv the Jan. 1. 
1999, deadline. 


Iraq fears 
may hit 
Kuwait 
economy 
— A1 Shall 

KUWAIT (R) — Fresh 
Kuwaiti government express- 
ions of concern about former 
occupier Iraq are ill-founded 
and could hamper the Gulf 
country’s economic reforms, 
a private economic consul- 
tancy said Saturday. 

A! Shall Economic Consul- 
tants said recent government 
statements accusing Iraq of 
planning a repeat of its 1990 
invasion had hit prices on the 
Kuwait stock exchange in the 
trading week ending Wednes- 
day. 

“It is necessary to be cau- 
tious when dealing with such 
statements for two main 
reasons: First, they are not 
accurate, and second, their 
effect is dangerous and might 
restrict or delay attempts at 
reform and may increase the. 
cost of reform." A1 Shall said' 
in a weekly economic com- 
mentary. 

A I Shall is run by Jassem 
A1 Saadoun. an adviser on 
economics to the opposition- 
dominated parliament. 

The exchange's price index 
fell one per cent to 1,278. or 
13 points below- the previous 
week's close in the week en- 
ding Wednesday, partly on 
dealers’ adverse reaction to 
statements about Iraq. 

The value of shares traded 
declined 47.5 per cent. 

Prime Minister Saad Al 
Abdulla Al Sabah was 
quoted twice during the week 
as saying the suspected Iraq 
might soon try to invade to 
avenge its 199*1 Gulf war de- 
feat and as calling for height- 
ened national unity. 

Government attempts to 
revive investment and stock 
exchange activity are central 
to reforms aimed at stimulat- 
ing the moribund private sec- 
tor and reducing the domi- 
nant economic role of the 
stare. 

Economists add that a gov- 
ernment plan to settle billions 
of dollars of longstanding pri- 
vate sector bad debt hinges in 
pan on stable stock market 
prices. 


Amman stocks rise on 
strength of banks demand 

w . si, m rrv 


AMMAN (R) — Jordan’s 
exchange was steady at start 
of weekly trade on Saturday 
with some speculative buying 
along with a large bloc sale 
on Arab Bank, dealers said. 

The index of the Amman 
Financial Market Tose to 
159.76 points, up a slight 0.06 
per cent from 159.67 on 
Wednesday. 

The value of shares traded 
rose to JD 4,709,599 from JD 
1,152,604 on Wednesday. 
Trading was moderate, with 
658 contracts executed for 
947,693 shares. 

The market kept the 
momentum of a buying spree 
on select speculative stock 
triggered mostly by local 
traders and some outside 
buying on select blue chip 
that helped underpin the ex- 
change since last week. 

Traders said although 


there was no change in the 
market, optimism of a re- 
bound is underpinning cur- 
rent price levels. 

“There is room for an im- 
provement in prices, with 
buving and speculation of 
some stock that allows for 
optimism, although one can- 
not rely on it 100 per cent, 
one broker said. 

In banks, the leading sec- 
tor, Arab Bank — a major 
component in the official 60- 
share index — rose JD 500 to 
JD 243.000 on large bloc 
transfer valued at JD 
3,041,805 — more than two 
thirds of daily volume. 
Jordan-Gulf Bank continued 
to be focus of heavy investor 
demand with a large turnover 
of JV 274,926 and 60 fils rise 
to JD 1.210. 

In industrials. Union Che- 
mical and Vegetable Oil In- 


dustry rose 60 fils to JD 
2.OS0". Arab Paper Convert- 
ing and Trading rose 10 fils to 
JD 1.430. Livestock and 
poultry rose 30 fils to 690 fils 
Jordan Cement was un- 
changed at JD 3.620. 

In services, Jordan Electric 
PoweT shed 10 fils to JD 
1.660 and newly listed Union 
Land Development Corpora- 
tion rose 90 fils to JD 1 .090. 

Banks dominated on tur- 
nover of JD 3,475,457 and an 
index rise of 0.20 per cent. 
Industrials had a JD 
1.041 JOS turnover and an 
index drop of 0.07 per cent. 
Services h3d a JD 188.227 
turnover and an index drop 
of 0.56 per cent. 

A total of 390.220 shares 
worth JD 398.522 changed 
hands in lacklustre activity in 
the new issues primary mar- 
ket. 


Arab stock markets end week higher 


DUBAI (R) — Share prices 
on most Arab stock markets 
edged higher last week, with 
the United Arab Emirate^’- 
index soaring to a year high 
on solid gains by leading 
shares. 

But trade on the informal 
UAE bourse remained sub- 
dued as investors held back 
from selling in anticipation of 
further price rises. The 
National Bank of Abu Dhabi 
22-share index moved up 23.6 
points to 1.968.S1. At end 
1994 it was at 1.922 points. 

Share prices in Jordan rose 
on optimism about foreign 
investor buying as a result of 
the Amman regional econo-* 
mic conference due to be 
held at the end of October. 

The Amman Financial 
Market index rose 2.7 per 
cent, up 4.2 points to 159.7 
from a previous 155.5 points. 

Egyptian stocks rose in 
vervheavv trade as local and 


foreign institutions weighed 
in with millions of pounds. 

Brokers said buying by two 
mutual funds, the second set 
up by each of Banque Misr 
and National Bank of Egypt, 
was one of the biggest factors 
behind the long-awaited re- 
vival. 

In Saudi Arabia, specula- 
tive buying sent trading in the 
market sharply higher, but 
the share index edged lower 
losing 0.8 per cent to 139.S9 
points from the previous 
141.04. 

Economist Anzar Ahmed, 
vice-president of the Consult- 
ing Centre for Finance and 
Investment in Riyadh, said 
the market was boosted in 
the past few months mainly 
by an increase in the share 
prices of Riyad Bank and the 
Saudi Basic Industries Corp 
SBIC.CN (SABIC). 

Kuwaiti stocks slipped and 
volume fell amid caution in- 
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THE Daily Crossword by Alvin L. Becker 


ACROSS 
i Ai a distance 
5 Rum cakes 
10 Procedure 

14 Plant lluids 

15 Mr Yale 

16 Top-notch 

17 Savoir faire 
IS Succeed 

19 Extinct bird 

20 is a |Oy 
forever" (Keats) 

23 Feudal land 
holding 

24 Delray Beach 
slate abbr. 

25 Call to memory 
28 Ballet move 
30 Uraeus 

33 Nobelist W:esel 

34 Warn 

35 Auditor e g. 

36 Similar people 

40 Netherlands 
commune 

41 Occasion 

42 Clue 

J3 ■— Enlanis 
Tembies" 
(Cocteau) 

44 Gingrich 

45 Experts 
Beetle 

48 Revise copy 
•*? ” — is worth 
two . ' 

56 Te! — 

5? Slacken 

58 Stravinsky 

59 solitary 

60 Spud 

61 CA wme valley 

62 Concludes 

63 Rough-edged 

64 Flourished 

DOWN 

1 Movie dog 

2 Accomplishment 

3 Principal 

4 Confirmed 

5 Supplicated 

6 Unconcerned 

7 Whack 

3 Husband of 
Jezebel 
9 Certain 


T 

2 

3 

1 

1 

5 

6 

7 

6 

9 

1 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 




15 





16 




17 




18 





19 




20 




21 






22 




■ 

Wmm 

23 





24 




25 

26 

27 




■ 

26 

29 



1 

30 

31 

32 

33 




■H 

34 





35 



36 




37 

38 






39 




40 

- 


1 

41 






42 




[L 



44 




■ 

45 

46 





1 

56 


47 



HI 

48 





49 

50 




51 

52 





53 

54 

55 




1 

57 





1 

58 




59 




60 





61 




62 




63 





64 







10 It City 

1 1 Pillage 

12 A Rjyney 

13 Modem - pref. 

21 Writer Anais — 

22 Prince Valiant’s 
beloved 

25 Oppose 
authority 

26 Omit a syllable 

27 Bogs down 

28 Factory 

29 Went 

30 — on one's 
shoulder 

31 Exhausted 

32 Divides 

34 Good Men* 

37 Madrid man 

38 Certain 
collector’s coin 

39 Dysart movie 

45 Stick 

46 Gambling cube 

47 Plummets 


Yesterday’s puzzle solved: 



1 

□ 

BO 

□ 

□ 

m 

run 

Q 

□ 

□ 

no 

n 

M 

B 

m 

1 


48 Diminutive 
suffixes 

49 Eng. river 

50 Tie 

51 Construction 
piece 


52 Alliance 
acronym 

53 Culture medium 

54 Slangy refusal 

55 Sketch 

56 Tavern drink 
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“Yes, marriage is like a roller-coaster 
ride. But ! really wish you would 
stop going 'WeeeeeeeeV 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mika Ai^iiion 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


NAYDD 



■■ 

# 

■ 

■ 


ci 995 TnOun* UbH Sencas. He. 
AiteyoReawta 


BUMIE 


Q 


n 


RAFIAS 


□ 

'A 

V v 


SEN 

NIG 


□ 



THESE ARE 
HANDY TO KEEP 
YOU IN TOUCH 


n 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by die above cartoon. 


Print answer here : ^ XIII I X] 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: FUSSY CHUTE KILLER ALWAYS 
Answer What rush hour frequently turns drivers 
.Into — WRECKS 


Peanuts 



Andy Cap 



IHutt’n’Jeff 



spired by government ex- 
pressions’ of" concern about 
former occupier Iraq. The 
price index fell one per cent 
and the value of traded 
shares declined 47.5 per cent. 

In Morocco, the Casablan- 
ca Bourse was lower although 
some stocks rose significantly 
as a result of interest gener- 
ated by publication of a rush 
of half-yearly results. The in- 
dex closed at 329.09 points 
from a previous 330.83. 

In Oman and Qatar, share 
prices ended higher in mod- 
erate trade. Bahrain's official 
share index lost 1.79 points. 

Solidere shares on the 
Beirut secondary market 
were stable. 

HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR MON- 
DAY, OCTOBER 2, 1995 

Sy Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll Rightet 

Astrological Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 

19) Be sure to keep promises 
made in business and you get 
fine results. It is important 
yOu agree with ideas of your 
mate also. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) Be alert to exactly what is 
that others are saying today 
or you could misinterpret 
their tree meaning and get 
into trouble which could be 
costly to you. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) Make sure that you get 
duties handled today and 
don't run off on any tangents. 
Avoid taking risks while out 
driving on the highway. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) You should 
■steer clear of that friend who 
is in a bad humour today 
otherwise you soon lose your 
joie de vivre. Think construc- 
tively about some new pro- 
ject. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
You may feel that you are too 
tied down with family obliga- 
tions today, but handle them 
well just the same and all 
eases up. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Use wisdom 
in handling transportation 
matters today. Don't take up 
any moot points in corres- 
pondence directed towards 
important individuals. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) You feel you do 
not have enough financial 
means to keep out of the red 
today, but by careful plan- 
ning and analysis, you do all 
right. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You feel sty- 
mied in gaining your personal 
wishes today, so take it easy 
and await the morrow. Don’t 
fuss and fume about a situa- ■ 
tion you have no control 
over. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) You feel 
depressed and should seek 
the company of cheerful indi- 
viduals today who «n help 
brighten your spirits to get 
your activities completed. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
fo January 20) A new friend 
desires something you own 
and could give you a rough 
time today, but don't give in 
to undo pressure. Be with 
cheerful persons you know. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to' 
February 19) Be sure to bold 
your temper in the outside 
world today otherwise you 
could get into serious trou- 
ble. Follow all rules and in- 
structions provided to you. 
PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) You want badly to 
get into new projects and 
interests today, but first you 
have to keep any promises 
which you have made to- 
wards others. 

Birthstone of October: Opal 
— Tourmaline 
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Business & Finance 


JORDAN IlMES f MONDAY, OCTOBER 2, 1995 ’ 



J usiness 
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3 eat 


A review 
of economic news 
from the Arabic press! 


Dabbas: 

’96 state 
budget 
to exceed 
JD 1,600 
million 


H ashem Dabbas. 
Chairman of the 
Lower House of 
.Parliament Finance 
Committee, said the 
Kingdom's 1996 general 
budget would exceed JD 
Tl,400 million and would 
take into consideration re- 
cent developments, mainly 
those related to the Middle 
East peace process, aiming 
to enable the government 
to tackle unemployment 
through establishing devel- 
opment projects. Dr. 
Dabbas described the next 
year’s fiscal budget as “the 
peace budget” since it fol-r 
lows the signing of the 
Jordanian-Israeli peace 
treaty and the Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA) 
economic summit which 
will start in Amman Oct. 
29. Noting that Jordan re- 
■ ceived many pledges for 
support from international 
parties concerned with the 
cause of peace in the 
• Middle East, Dr. Dabbas 
said all regional and 
international parties are' 
keen to enable Jordan to 
attract foreign investment 
and capital. The deputy 
stressed the need to have 
the upcoming general 
budget balanced in terms of 
revenue and expenditure, to 
reduce the budget deficit, 
noting that it will be com- 
plementary to this year's 
general budget. Dr. Dabbas 
said Jordan will be a main 

centre of distributing Qatari 
natural gas and 'will try to 
launch several major pro- 
jects aiming to offer job 
opportunities to the unem- 
ployed. (AI Dustour) 

* The Amman Chamber of 
Industry will present JD 
25,000 in financial support 
for the Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) eco- 
nomic summit which will 
open in Amman at the end 
”of the month, chamber 
President Khaldoun Abu 
Hassan announced. Mr. 

_ Abu Hassan said the cham- 
s ber will also prepare an 
updated guidebook on the 
Jordanian economy, the in- 
dustrial sector and the 
names of Jordanian compa- 
nies and their products. (AI 
Ra’i) 

* The Jordanian Business- 
men Council is taking pan 
in a meeting of private 
sector representatives of 
member states of the 
Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIC) to be or- 
ganised by the Islamic 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry in cooperation 
with the Egyptian 
Chambers of Commerce 
Federation in Cairo in the 
period Sept. 30-Oct. 3. The 
council is represented at the 5 
. meeting by board member 
'Farouq AI Azzeh. (AI 
Dustour) 




i»r 


^ Note from editor 
I’jDue to a translation error, 
the second item that 
•appeared in this column 
yesterday mistakenly listed, 
the * Arab Bank’' as one of 
the founders of the 
Universal Hotel for 
Tourism PLC instead of 
Arab land Bank. ** 


[United Arab Emirates to buy 2 satellites! 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) is planning to buy two 
satellites for comme'rcial 
uses, becoming the first Arab 
state to posses its own satel- 
lite facility, officials said on 
Sunday. 

The government- 
controlled Etisalat, the sole 
telecommunication institu- 
tion in the UAE, discussed 
the project at a board meet- 
ing on Sunday, according to 
its director general, Sultan Al 
Owais. 

“The board discussed a 

■ feasibility study on the two 
satellite projects and decided 
to go ahead with the purchase 

■ of both satellites." he told 
reporters. 


He said the first satellite, 
to be called Emiratsat, would 
be used in telephone and 
television transmission and 
the second one,Thurayya. 
would be deployed for 
mobile communications. 

Mr. Owais gave no details 
of the project but Etisalat 
said earlier it planned to buy 
one satellite at a cost of 100 
million dirhams (527.2 mil- 
lion). It was not clear if bids 
for the two satellites have 
been invited. 

The UAE, a key Organisa- 
tion of Petrol Transporting 
Countries (OPEC) oil pro- 
ducer, is already a main sub- 
scriber to two Arab satellites, 
currently in orbit. The Arab 
Satellites Organisation 


(ARABSAT), which owns 
the two, plans to launch a 
third on to face growing de- 
mand. 

Etisalat officials said the 
satellite project was promp- 
ted by a large expansion in 
telecommunication networks 
in the emirates, with the in- 
stallation of an average 

120.000 lines every year. 

The UAE currently has 

650.000 telephones, 120,000 
mobile phones and 200,000 
pagers, in addition to more 
than 1,100 subscribers to the 
sophisticated Internet sys- 
tem, introduced tbis year. 

Etisalat, with a capital of 
1.5 billion dirhams (5408 mil- 
lion), also plans to buy a 
second ship for the repair and 
maintenance of marine cables . 


Saudi Arabia again employing Yemenis 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia 
has opened its doors to the 
employment of Yemenis, five 
years after it sent home hun- 
dreds of thousands of Yeme- 
nis over their country’s sym- 
pathy with Iraq during the 
Gulf war. Arab diplomats 
said on Sunday. 

They said employment de- 
partments at the Labour 
Ministry have over the past 
month staned accepting re- 
quests for the hiring of 
Yemenis, but on condition 
they have.a Saudi sponsor 
„ Before the 1990 Gulf crisis 
Yemenis did not need a spon- 
sor in the kingdom. 

"There is no idea now how 


many have returned, but it is 
expected that hundreds of 
thousands of Yemenis will 
eventually come to work in 
the kingdom.” one diplomat 
said. 

Saudi Arabia, like its Gulf 
Arab allies, was angered in 
1990 when Yemen, then a 
member of the United Na- 
tions Security Council, voted 
against a U.N. resolution 
sanctioning the 1991 Gulf war 
to end Iraq's occupation of 
Kuwait. 

It cut vital financial and 


political aid to Sanaa and sent 
home hundreds of thousands 
of Yemenis working there, 
putting more pressure on a 
weak economy and. a high 
unemployment rate. 

Saudi Interior Minister 
Prince Nayef Bin Abdul- Aziz 
was- on Friday quoted as 
saying Saudi organisations 
were welcome to bring 
Yemeni workers to the king- 
dom. He said he was optimis- 
tic a border dispute between 
the two countries was being 
solved. 


A Saudi- Yemeni military 
committee started talks in the 
kingdom on Saturday on re- 
ducing troop numbers along 
their disrupted border. The 
committee is also expected to 
tackle the issue of demarcat- 
ing the potentially oil-rich 
frontier, which has been in 
dispute for 60 years. 

The two states reached a 
memorandum of understand- 
ing to resolve tbe dispute in 
February following months of 
border clashes and tension 
between the once close allies. 
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Weekly Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(September 25-September 29, 1995) 


AMMAN — The U.S. unit depreciated marginally against 
the mark and sterling last week, while staWIising against 
the yen. It ended the week 0.28 per cent lower against the 
mark and 0.64 per cent lower against sterling. 

The dollar rose against other major currencies Monday 
recouping some of its previous week losses. Reports 
indicated that trading was slow Ahead of the Federal Open 
Market Committee (FOMC) meeting the following day 
Analysts expected that the FOMC meeting will not result in 
monetary easing as evidence suggest that the U.S. economy 
is picking up steam. The dollar also gained ground on 
expectations that the Bank of Japan, the Fed, and the 
Bundesbank might intervene in the market to support. The 
expectations were dashed when the Bundesbank president 
cast doubt that Germany would participate in future 
intervention efforts. 

The U.S. unit continued its appreciation against other 
major currencies Tuesday, as the mark lost ground against 
other European currencies. Reports indicated that the 
rebound of the French franc and the Italian lira against the 
mark lent support to the dollar. The dollar was also 
supported by the decision of the FOMC to leave U S 
interest rates unchanged. 

However, the U.S. unit, retreated against other major 
currencies Wednesday, on the back of a weak U.S. bond 
market. The bond market declined upon the release of 
U.S. Durable Goods Orders, which hinted at a strong U.S. 
economy. U.S. Durable Goods Orders rose by 4.9 per cent 
in August, far above analysts’ expectations. The statistics 
supported analysts' view that there is no need for the Fed to 
trim U.S. interest rates as its next meeting. 

The dollar continued its depreciation Thursday. It 
declined on worries about the future of the European 
monetary union, which- prompted dealers to buy safe haven 
Swiss francs and Deutschemarks. The U.S. unit came 
under further pressure when dealers sold dollars for yen in 
anticipation of large-scale demand for the yen Friday, 
ahead of the Japanese fiscal half-year. 

The U.S. unit appreciated against the mark and yen at 
the end of the week, while depreciating against sterling. 
Reports indicated that the dollar rebounded as dealers took 
their profits on the Swiss franc and the Deutschemark. 
Profit taking began after the president of the Swiss 
National Bank said that the Swiss franc is overvalued at 
current levels and posed risks for foreign investors in Swiss 
assets. Meanwhile, dealers were reluctant to take new 
! positions ahead of the IMF meeting the next week. 

At the same time, analysts were waiting to see whether 
the IMF meeting will bring about results that will back up 
the G-7 meeting last April, which called for an orderly 
reversal of the dollar's decline. 

The U.S. unit, thus, ended the week at 1.4275 marks, 
99.73 yen and at 1.5843 dollars to sterling. 


Cunirol Hunk vl Jordan lit change- Kale bulletin 


Labour secretary wants to slow 
U.S. hiring of foreign workers 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Labour Secretary Robert 
Reich is asking Republicans 
eager to overhaul the nation’s 
immigration laws to close 
loopholes that let U.S. com- 
panies hire skilled foreign 
workers temporarily. 

The programme that 
allows luring certain aliens 
could be depressing wages, 
particularly in the high-tech 
industry, and pushing Amer- 
ican workers out of jobs, Mr. 
Reich told a Senate judiciary 
subcommittee. 

Some employers are re- 
placing U.S. workers with 
aliens willing to work at signi- 
ficantly lower wages, he said, 
asking senators to restrict the 
programme. In some cases, 
employers recruit foreigners 
into jobs for which Amer- 
icans could be trained, he 
added. 

“I firmly believe that hiring 
foreign over domestic work- 
ers should be the rare excep- 
tion, not the rule,** Mr. Reich 
said. “And I believe such 
exceptions should be even rarer, and 
more tigfitly targetted on 
gaps in die domestic labour 
market than is generally the 
case under current policy.’’ 

Mr. Reich said the 
loopholes have created 
“body shops,” with em- 
ployers importing hundreds 
of foreign workers with per- 
mission to stay in the United 
States, sometimes for up to 
six years. 

Nearly 570,000 foreign 
workers were admitted to the 
United States temporarily 
from 1992 to 1994, Mr. Reich 
said. An unknown number 
remained here illegally after 
their visas expired, and many 
applied for permanent visas. 

Because of limited enforce- 
ment ability, regulators can’t 
say how many companies 


abuse the programme, but 
complaints have been in- 
creasing steadily, the Labour 
Department said. 

A New York immigration 
lawyer said he didn’t think 
the problem required drastic 
changes in tbe law. 

“There is abuse of the cur- 
rent... system, but it is by no 
means overwhelming,” Au- 
stin Fragomen wrote in a 
statement to the subcommit- 
tee. 

“Abuses can and should be 
controlled through more 
effective enforcement. The 
answer is not eliminating or 
curtailing the lawfol path to 
visiting our country,” said 
Mr. Fragomen, chairman of 
the American Council on In- 
ternational Personnel. 

Republican Senator Alan 
Simpson of Wyoming is 
working on a bill to crack 
down on illegal immigration 
and restrict legal immigra- 
tion. A similar bill by Repre- 
sentative Lamar Smith, a 
Texas Republican, is being 
debated by the House Judici- 
ary Committee. 

Mr. Reich said the Clinton 
administration supports a 
proposal to charge fees to 
businesses importing foreign 
workers. The money would 
go into a fund that would pay 
for better training of U.S. 
workers. 

Mr. Reich also proposed: 

— Limiting the programme 
to employers who have not 
laid off American employees 
just before or after applying 
for foreign workers. 

— Letting into the prog- 
ramme only companies that 
have recruited American 
workers. 

— Reducing the time tem- 
porary workers can stay in 
• the United States from six 
years to three years. 


A3MMAN FXNANCZAXi MARKKT 
HOUSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - SHMEISANI 

TELEPHONE: 607171 / 607179 

NIZED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR SUNDAX 01/10/1995 

AME 

NO. OP 

VALUE 

PREV. . 

CLOSING 


SHARES 

TRADED 

CLOSING 

PRICE 


TRADED 

JD 

PRICE 


Ic 

920 

225100 

243.000 

245.000 

ONAL BANK 

950 

4248 

4.470 

4.470 

DAN 

9413 

32946 

3.500 

3.500 

INVESTMENT BANK. 

29150 

37314 

1.290 

1.280 

DEVELOPMENT BANK 

923 

2223 

2.420 

2.410 

IT BANK 

910 

2511 

2.780 

2.760 

BANK 

163981 

19962S 

1.210 

1.200 

MIC BANK 

790 

2938 

3.740 

3.720 

FOR SAVING & INVESTMENT 

6139 

23303 

3.800 

3.750 

NK 

150 

533 

3.590 

3.550 

STMENT Si FINANCE BANK 

499 

1906 

3.780 

3.820 

SAVINGS INVESTMENT FOR HOUSING 

100 

337 

3.370 

3.370 

FOR INVESTMENT 

41600 

39934 

.960 

.960 

A INVESTMENT BANK. 

2600 

4099 

1.580 

1.590 

SECTOR 

258125 

577019 

INDEX NUMBER: 194.89 

, 



CHANGE 

: +0.53* 

CH INSURANCE 

1400 

3783 

2.700 

2.700 

A N C E SECTOR 

1400 

3783 

INDEX NUMBER: 132.51 




CHANGE 

: 0.00* 

LECTRIC POWER 

18373 

30500 

1.660 

1.660 

L & TOURISM 

35000 

302750 

6.550 

8.6S0 

ATI ONAL HOTELS 

100 

590 

5.900 

5.900 

RTFOLIO SECURITIES 

2700 

5562 

2.090 

2.060 

S & PUBLISHING /AD-DUSTOUR 

1000 

7500 

7.600 

7.500 

FOR INVESTMENT fi EDUCATION 

3600 

11219 

3.120 

3.120 

TE UNIVERSITY 

2000 

2673 

1.350 

1.340 

DEVEIOPMBNT CORP> 

1840 

1992 

1.090 

1.090 

CES SECTOR 

64642 

362B61 

INDEX NUMBER: 128.20 | 




CHANGE 

: -0.08* 

CEMENT FACTORIES 

22577 

81821 

3.620 

3.630 

PHATE MINES 

500 

1500 

3.010 

3.000 

OLEUM REFT NARY 

3478 

32899 

*9.450 

9.460 

IAL COMMERCIAL & AGRICULTURAL 

115 

377 

3.240 

3.280 

WORSTED MILLS 

250 

1B63 

7.600 

7.450 

CEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 

960 

4679 

4.890 

4.870 

WEAVING 

500 

900 

1.810 

1.800 

IUM INDUSTRY 

419 

2211 

5.300 

5.280 

POULTRY 

368650 

261996 

.690 

.710 

CONVERTING & TRADING 

1750 

2503 

1.430 

1.430 

DUSTRIES 

3528 

3847 

1.100 

1.090 

WOOL INDUSTRIES 

lOOO 

1080 

1.100 

1.080 

BLE & WIRE MANUFACTURING 

572 

2494 

4:300 

4.360 

HO-CHEMICALS / . 

500 

720 

1.460 

1.440 

> FOR PHARM. £ CHEMICALS 

112 

235 

2.100 

2.100 

ESTMENT 

250 

413 

1.660 

1.650 

ODERN INDUSTRIES 

2750 

8738 

3.200 

3.170 

STR IAL RESOURCES CO. 

8600 

17081 

1.990 

1.980 

CABLE COMPANY 

1900 

3128 

1.640 

1.640 

AL TOBACCO & CIGARETTES 

4760 

6780 

1-420 

1.420 

CAL & VBGATIABLS OIL INDUSTRI 

5250 

11013 

2.080 

2.050 

TRIAL SECTOR 

428506 

446646 

INDEX NUMBER: 124.59 

t ac--ic ^ 



CHANGE 

: -0.07* 

■TOTAL 

752673 

1390308 

INDEX NUMBER: 160.22 




CHANGE 

: +0. 29%rl 

| TRADED SHARES IN PARALLEL MARKET : 176668 

= 

li 

u 

. ii 

ii 

1 

HA DSD IN PARALLEL MARKET 

: 177713 




Current-) 

Bid 

Oltci 

I'.S. DoHur 

0.7100 

i» 7I2*i 

Su-rliuc Pound 

1 1228 

i ;?kj 

Deiibichu Mnrh 

0.4960 

II 4491 

Swiu l-runv 

0613B 

<1.01 0 1 ' 

Frtncli i-rani- 

0.1440 

0 1447 

Jh pan i-m' \ en* 

0.711)1 

0.7137 

Diitcli Guilder 

0.4438 

04460 

XwcdUh Krona 


| 

Indian Lira” 

0.043V 

0.1W41 

llelclun Franc 



■ r«r Ilia 

New York Closing Rates for Major Cuircncfn Again 
U.S. Dollar 

st the 1 

Currrncv 

Fridas 

Sc* - 22 ■ 1995 
CIOM! 

H«ky 

Sepc 29 -1995 
Close 

Percent 
Change - 

S’tcrHni; Pound* 

1.5743 

13843 

0.84 ft 

Deutsche Mark 

1.4235 

1.4275 

(U.2ii > ft 

Swiss Franc 

1.1465 

1.1548 

t.0.72 j % 

Fitoch Franc 

J.92W* 

4.V240 

0.10 St 

Japanese Yen 

9‘J.95 

99.73 

0.22 % 

*l*«lMYrSn: 

Kuru- Currency Interest Kates” 1 

icurreiici 

ScTI U-IW 

*1* - V IW 

IMvnihisci 

1 -Year |0t; 

1 -MihiiIi Csri 

J-Yeai JCij 

l».S. Dollar 

5JW 

5.75 

5.78 

5 7.S 

Slrrllnft J’nund 

6 0& 

6.t» ’ 

6.K2 

0 75 

Deutsche Mark 

3.87 

4.06 

4.00 

3 «.« 

Jniffiw.L bj.l raid lor .mi 

imrJfccv.rciki'ft U 

•i DolUin IJH.HJJ» 


If 
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Furnished Apartment 
For Rent . 

iln Um Uthaina, 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments andi 
villas 

Fumished/unfumished for-: 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

TeJ:.B10605, 810609. 8I0S20 


»J A SECURE!. 
n Hotel rT 

Swelflyeh 



I.O.TELI 
'SECURITY 
^HOSPITALITY 
^‘"GASTRONOMY 


DOLLAR 


KENT A CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 

Tel: 693399 


All Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O. TEL 
LaJatf 

IV? tS 

863044 - 81 SSftO 


NOUDOZ 




Cafe- 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE’ 

Swerfiyeh 


* European Steaks & CNcton 
•Middle Eastern GrBa 5 

* Pizza & Snacks 
"Hamburgers 

* Mazza, Salads 
'Aigsla 

Tel: 642830 

Jabel Amman. &d Orate 


^5} 

CROWN HOT' 


KAUNAS JACUZZI 

mm 

'SQUASH CM 
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STUDIO ^UG 


Piofewonal QuaWin 

\Z)anabel 

1 Hoar Service / 

REAL ESTATE 

Develop your colour fihn at 
oar shop and get:- 


• JUMBO photo 

Deluxe Villas 1 

atm 30% hupmr 

fiiAppartmentsi 

• ¥#om mmlmrpo - 

in Amman | 

■ME 20 X JO CM _ 

Shnwaham-Ajpep'. Grindtayi 
Bank. PhooeT6D4042 

for farther detail please call 

Tel. 864230 

Swefiefa teL >23891 

Fax. 864231 


— 


TEL 758180 
aALisameE 605843-690157 
RADIO ft TV STATION RD. 


SKENWAN CARBCN1 
eiflNBE RISTADJUUff 


CVmlLJB-tXttSB- 


uma gris 
Stmt MAnb Sheet 
Um UhaMi Ckanmsrctef CMnfe 

T«L 661174 

iklMlutri AhMtfSLMCdji 

ift iffi 



(■KW; 

MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

,The Best Cooking, 

' Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
D&r Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. nearBaytun a§ 
Housing Estate 
Opmn from: 

12 noon • 3:30 njm. 
6X0 - 11:30 pjtL 





RodJ&M/tastt 

Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
x Sushi 





For Rent 


Deluxe Furnished _ 

c c 

irand Unfurnished <r 

o o 

u-Villas apartments 

land office Space 3 

dc nd 

0 T 0 Suit -all Budgets ( 

681113 688816 

For Rent - For Rent 




Quality Furnished Suites 

Ona and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates Ftir 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 


YES U CAN 
TURINO ! ! 


Exclusive yet 
affordable 

With Self & Nawfcri 

niaHBiMiimn 

;Sw^fiyeit':ai3S&«4' 


French Cuisine 

Speciof Businessmen. 
lunch daily . 
i* Candle dinner + 
five TTiuric nightly . 
Piano Bar . 

Special arrangements jbr 
your special occasions 
Air conditioned 


Shmwanl, Near BsbUh 680093 
680094 - Fax i 678444 
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Jubilation in Yemen after Naseem 
Hamad becomes world champion 


SANAA (AFP) — Tens of 
thousands of people poured 
into the streets of Yemen's 
capital and other main cities 
early Sunday to celebrate 
boxer Naseem Hamad’s 
World Boxing Organisation 
(WBO) featherweight title 
victory. 

The celebrations went on 
until dawn after Hamad, a 
Briton whose family origi- 
nate from Yemen, one of the 
world’s poorest countries, 
became world champion by 
defeating Wels hman Steve 
Robinson in Cardiff. 

“God is great Naseem has 
given the entire world 
another image of Yemen,” 
the crowds chanted, after 
Hamad’s victoiy when the 
referee stopped the bout in 
the eighth round of the con- 
test 

President Ali Abdallah 
Saleh, who decorated 
Hamad earlier this year, 
telephoned the boxer to con- 
gratulate him on his win. 

State television played 
patriotic music and halted its 
programme schedules to 
announce the victory and 
proclaim Hamad, whose 
family came from the south- 
ern city of Radaa. a national 
hero. 

Millions of Yemenis, 
chewing large quantities of 
qat, a leaf containing a stim- 
ulant gathered around their 
television sets to watch the 
fight which was relayed by 
the London-based Saudi 
television station MBC. 

In the past few years, 
Yemen has had little to cele- 
brate after a series of politi- 
cal crises and an armed con- 
flict between the govern- 
ment and separatists in the 
south from May to July last 
year which ended in victory 
for Saleh. 

Puerto Rican referee 
Ismael Fernandez stopped 
the one-sided fight in the 
eighth round, as Robinson 
could clearly no longer take 
the punishment, or, the taunt- 


ing, from his opponent 

Time and again, Hamed 
ducked and swayed away 
from Robinson’s punches, 
frustrating the Welshman 
before punishing him with 
hlS li ghtning fists. 

Hamed almost played with 
Robinson in the opening 
round before going to work, 

g rinning and s himmy ing, to 

leave the champion 
bemused and without 
armoury. 

Robinson soldiered on, his 
chin standing up to the bom- 
bardment, taking a world- 
class upper cut in the thir d 
which would have 
despatched many nine -Ston- 
ers. 

The Welshman fought his 
way through it. but his right 
eye was swelling badly 
before his resistance began 
to crumble. 

Two right upper cuts and a 
left hand in the fifth sent 
Robinson down for only the 
second time in his career. 

He pulled himself up at 
three to take the remainder 
of the eight count and then 
denied the Englishman vic- 
tory in the sixth. 

The crowd chanted Robin- 
son's name, bnt Hamad cru- 
elly chanted it back in the 
champion’s face. It must 
have been the final demoral- 
ising straw. 

By the seventh it seemed 
as if Robinson’s only 
remaining mission was to 
try to survive to the final 
bell. 

His right eye was almost 
shut and Hamed finished the 
proceedings with chilling 
suddeness in the eighth. 

A thunderbolt left crashed 
on to Robinson's chin and 
when he went down for the 
second time referee Fernan- 
dez waved his aims wide in 
an act of mercy. 

Hamed took his unbeaten 
professional record to 20 
victories. 



Prince Naseem Hamad goes in with a righ hook on defending champion Steve Robinson 
during the WBO (World Boxing Organisation) featherweight title fight September 30. 
Hamad won the fight after puIung Rohinson down in the eigth roundf Reuters photo) 




FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

In Shmeisani, overlooking a garden, having two 
bedrooms, living room, dining room, well- 
equipped kitchen, two bathrooms, separate 
central heating, separate entrance, telephone, 
T.V., video and new modem furniture. 

Please call: 606947. 


ADVERTISEMENT 

Auction for the lease of plots of land for 
tourism development on the Eastern Shore 
of the Dead Sea ( Suweimeh ). 

The Ministry of Water and Irrigation / The Jordan 
Valley Authority announces its intention to auction 
the lease of plots of land for tourism investment 
projects on the Eastern Shore of the Dead Sea / 
Suweimeh . Those who wish to participate in the 
auction are invited to contact the Ministry of Water 
and irrigation / Jordan Valley Authority - The 
Department of Land and Rural Development as of 
September 30, 1995, to obtain a copy of the auction 4 
terms according to the following: 

- Two plots of land, temporary numbers 1 ■& 2 basin 
39 ( Farshat Ain Ghazal ). These lie directly on the 
sea shore to the north of the Dead Sea Spa Hotel. 
Area of each plot is about 64 dunums. 

- The plots will be suitable for building hotels and/or 
tourist villages of four or five star standard. 

- Last date for obtaining auction terms is fixed on 
Saturday, October 7th, 1995. 

- A site group visit will be arranged for the bidders on 
Monday, October 9th, 1995. 

- Offers shall be deposited in the bids box located at 
the Jordan Valley Authority / Department of Land 
and Rural Development no later than 2 p.m. on 
Monday October 25, 1 995. 

- The Jordan Valley Authority will advertise the 
availability of lease for the plots of land within the 
Suweimeh development area located to the east 
and west of the main road as soon as the studied are 
completed by the Engineering Consultant 
commissioned by the Jordan Valley Authority. 

- All interested investors arejnvited to submit bids, 
including those who had previously submitted pre 
qualification statements. 

Secretary General 
Jordan Valley Authority 
Eng. Hashim Ashboul 


Tanui wins half marathon crown 


BELFORT, France (AFP) — Kenyan Moses 
Tanui outsprinted compatriots Paul Yego 
and Charles Tangus to win the World Cham- 
pionship Half Marathon crown here Sunday. 

Tanui, the fastest man ever over the dis- 
tance and the 1991 10,000m world champi- 
on. broke away 100m from the finish to time 
lhrOImin 45sec. 

Fourth place went to Spain’s Antonio Ser- 
rano. 


Tanui was the clear pre-race favourite after 
Morocco's Khalid Skah, the winner last year, 
and Belgian Vincent Rousseau, the 1993 
champion, bad scratched from the field. 

His world best over the half marathon. 
59min 47sec, came two years ago in the 
Stramilano event. 

Valentina Yegorova of Russia won the 
women’s title after breaking away in the 
final two kilometres. 


g» 


ACCESS Online 

Join The New And Exciting World Of 0niine^vice% 
Navigate Through The Fascinatinc^/ffi |pf 
Information and QntoJ&feaks % 

"’x- J , .j. 

? vi A - 

Use E-Mail Both Lo0md fr)%nap6ffi( Interft^j 

is (in iiAiii "pilA u'f. i >• 




■7= r?J 
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ling§rmW Business Type 
^ V 1 7&pb Mite ikn fype 
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i |e C&rTrnand Of Your Fingertips 

“./a r 

Enjoy All The above for Free Until 
The End Of October 


For The Starters kit Call Yazan 
At ACCESS . Our Phone # is 646868 


New foreign talent fires up first 
day of Singapore semi-pro play 


SINGAPORE (AP) — 
Inspired by local interest in 
the highly popular National 
Basketball Association 
(NBA), Singapore has 
taken its first snaky steps to 
launch big time basketball 
here. 

The Warriors beat Empire 
100-90 and the Eagles 
defeated the Dragons 103- 
85 Saturday to open the 
first season of semi-pro 
ball, which promoters hope 
to turn into a fully profes- 
sional operation within five 
years. 

Cheerleaders during the 
timeouts and a basket 
shooting contest for the 
fens at h alftim e gave the 
games a bit of U.S.-style 
pizazz for 3,000 enthusias- 
tic fens at the refurbished 
Geylang Stadium. 

In terms of individual 
skill and teamwork, the 
quality of play was 
nowhere near prime colle- 
giate offerings in the Unit- ' 
ed States, but it promises to 
satisfy fans in a city-state 
of 3 million where informal 
basketball is second only to 
soccer. 


The courts in public 
housing projects echo to 
bouncing balls, teenagers 
wearing Chicago Bulls T- 
shirts crowd subway trains 
with basketballs under their 
arms and the trade in bas- 
ketball cards has overtaken 
that of Hong Kong film 
stars. 

But until now wide inter- 
est in the U.S. sport has not 
translated into spectator 
support for organised local 
teams. 

Low budgets and resis- 
tance to the idea of having 
foreign players in a domes- 
tic league previously 
deterred teams from bring- 
ing in top-calibre competi- 
tors from other countries, 
said Thomas Koh. a sports- 
writer for the Straits Times. 

The result was drab, low- 
scoring contests by local 
players of limited talent 

That changed this year 
with an infusion of support 
from the Tiger Brewery, 
. and a requirement that each 
of the five teams use two 
foreign players. Seven 
Americans and three for- 
mer national players from 


China were imported. 

Teams were given new ; 
names to attract non-Chi- 
nese fans. The Warriors 
were known last year as Sin 
Kee, Empire as Sheng 
Hong Temple. Eagles as 
Gong Shan Old Boys' 
Association and Dragons- 
as Tong Whye. 

The Basketball Associa- 
tion of Singapore assessed 
the strength of each team 
and assigned the foreigners 
so that they would start the 
six-week season evenly 
balanced. 

Elsewhere, at least three 
private enterprise groups 
based in Australia, the 
United States and Hong 
Kong are competing to set 
up the first professional 
basketball league spanning 
the Asia-Pacific region. 

The NBA has offices in 
Japan and Australia — the 
two most developed and 
affluent basketball nations 
in the Asia-Pacific. The 
NBA has 2,250 consumer 
outlets in Japan selling its 
licensed products, a league 
spokesman said. 


Olajuwon expected 
to miss first week of 
teams’ training camp 


HOUSTON (AP) : — 
Hakeem Olajuwon likely 
will miss die first week of 
(he Houston Rockets’ 
training camp because of 
the sore back that kept 
him from playing in a one- 
on-one duel with 
Shaquille O’Neal. 

“I don’t think I can think 
about opening camp right 
now,” Olajuwon told a 
local radio station Satur- 
day. “I think it will take a 
couple of weeks at least” 

The Rockets, who won 
their second . " straight 
world chanfplonsfup in 
June? are scheduled to 
open camp Oct 6. 

Olajuwon was slated to 
face O’Neal in a $1 mil- 
lion duel broadcast on 
pay-per-view Saturday 
night in Atlantic City, 
New Jersey. But the event 
was canceled Friday 
because of Olajuwon ’s 


back problem. 

Olajuwon said he is tak- 
ing medication for the ail- 
ment and is not in pain 
from the injury, which he 
sustained while lifting 
weights. 

“It’s just my movement 
that’s restricted,” he said 
of his lower back prob- 
lem. 

After playing pickup 
ball in Houston, he said he 
felt fine until he got home. 

“I couldn't get out of my 
car. I stiffened up and 
couldn’t move said Ola- 
juwon, who said he had 
been training all summer 
for three things: The 
O’Neal matchup, the 
McDonald's champi- 
onships in London later 
this month and the Rock-, 
ets’ NBA title defence. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


YOU BE THE JUDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& T ANN AH H1RSCH 

O' So- TntumMMU &NVCM. I»t 


Neither vulnerable. West deals. 
NORTH 
A A K 9 4 
CAS 

OQ 10 97543 
* Void 

WEST EAST 

*J105 * Q 932 

C Void 0 9 8 4 

OAKJB6 *> Void 

+ K10973 * A J 6542 

SOUTH 
*76 

CKQJ107632 

02 

*Q8 


The bidding: 



WEST 

NORTH 

EAST 

SOUTH 

i 1 O 

ON 

2* 

40 

5* 

Dbl 

P«M 

SO 

Pawn 

Pun 


Pan 

Pan 


Openi ng lead: King of 0 

Study the bidding and play or 
this hand. Decide if anyone made 
any errors in eiLher department, 
and name the culprit. 

We have always maintained that, 
when the opponents bid your best 
suit, you should stay out of the auc- 
tion. We might have some sympa- 
thy for a one -spade overcall by 
North, but none for a takeout dou- 
ble. North's second double with a 
void in the oppownu' suit is equal- 
ly strange. Had North passed ini- 
tially and Ea6t responded one 
spade. South's jump to four hearts 
might have shutout the dubs. Sev- 
en clubs is a cheap sacrifice. At 
least give North credit for recogniz- 
ing the highly distributional nature 
of partner's hand and getting the 
pair to slam. 

Weat led the king of diamonds 
and East discarded the jack of dubs 
as a suit preference signal, showing 
a spade card. Declarer won the 
spade shift, cashed the remaining 
high spade, then ruffed two dubs in 
dummy, using diamond ruffs as 
entries to hand. Making six-odd. 

A seemingly normal result except 
for a slip in the defense — East can 
defeat the contract. As so often hap- 
pens, the misdefense occurred at 
the first trick. 

Instead of discarding on the king 
of diamonds. Eaet should have 
ruffed partner's trick and returned 
a trump! Then declarer can ruff I 
only one club on the board and, 
since no squeeze of any son materi- 
alizes. declarer must eventually 
lose a dub as well. 

Remember that old bit of advice 
about not trumping partner's win- 
ner, particularly if it is an ace? 
Change that to read 'unless it is 
absolutely necessary to defeat the 
contract!' 


Unfurnished House 
for Rent 

Second floor of a villa, 
consisting of three 
bedrooms, three salons; 
two bathrooms, kitchen. 
Location: Jabal Amman. 
4th Circle, with full 
independent services, 
central heating and 
telephone. 

Annual Rent JD 5500 
Please cell 
tel. 641378, 641747 


Furnished Super Deluxe Apartment For Rent 

Consisting of 3 bedrooms, spacious L-shaped 
salon, 3 bathrooms, separate central heating, 
second floor with lift, telephone and garage. 
Location: Tla’ Al Ali, near Chinese Restaurant Al 
Madina Ai Munawara Str. 

Call Tel: 604138 


DUTY UNPAID CAR FOR SALE 

Honda Civic 1990, burgundi colour, 32,000 
mileage, looks like brand new, full optiohs, 
tempting price. 

Call telephone 09-916016 
daily from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 


FOR RENT 

(OWNER IS LEAVING THE COUNTRY) 

Furnished super deluxe and new flat on the ground floor, consteferg 
of 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 large salons, with a tfinlng room, 2 
sitting rooms, new and fully equipped kitchen, garage, separate 
entrance, large outrdoor veranda, with small garden, located at Um 
Uthaina Templing rent 

Call Tel: 865970 


SEMI VILLA FOR RENT 

Unfurnished or furnished ground floor, consisting 
of three bedrooms, three bathrooms, one of them 
master, salon, living, dining, large kitchen, garage, 
garden, telephone, satellite dish and central 
heating. 

Please call telefax 614597 


TWO SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT IN SWEIFIYEH 

Located in the best area of Sweifiyeh, Amin □ Momany 
Str., No. 9, near the Orthodox Church. Each consists of 
3 bedrooms and utilities, independent central heating 
and a telephone. Rent Annual, monthly or any period. 

Call Tel 818092, 642072, 827349 



CINEMA TEL 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Liam Neeson 
& Jessica Lange... in 

Rob Roy 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 . 


CINEMA TEL 699238 

PLAZA 


Mahmoud Yassin & 
.hussein Fahmi 
in 

NUT SHELL 

(Arabic) 

Shows : 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA TEL 677420 

CONCORD 

CONCORD “1" 

Adel Imam & Yusra 

3\rde of the Darkness 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:45 

CONCORD "2" 
POLICE ACADEMY 
“MISSION TO MOSCOW” 

Shows: 4, 6, 8, 10 


AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL: 618274 - 618275 


MUSA HIJAZIN 
“ Sumaa” 
in 

Hi Citizen 

dally at 8:30 p.m. 
Written & directed by 
Mohammad Sbawaqfeh 


TEL: 625155 


Presents 

(Ahlan lathee’) 
Welcome 
Normalisation 

Show starts at 8:30 p.m. 
For reservation call 625155 
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: Schumacher stuns | Newcastle wins at Everton 

Alesi with superb win LONDON (AFP) — Erie who can win something this 67th-minute equaliser to 

I Cantona marip. an immp/ti- cmcivi ” Ro coid n.m. 


NURBURGRING, Ger- 
many (AFP) - World cham- 
pionship leader Michael 
Schumacher of Germany 
-won the European Grand 
Prix here Sunday, virtually 
ensuring his second world 
title in a row after Britain’s 
Damon Hill failed to finish. 

Schumacher’s . brilliant 
win boosted his world 
championship lead over hill 
to 27 points with only three 
races to go. 

jHill needed to win here to 
stay in contention but 

inetP-aH damagod hie car in 

one serious incident and 
then skidded off the track in 
his Williams with eight laps 
to go. His W illiams team- 
mate and compatriot David 
Coulthard was third. 

Alesi drove a superb race, 
starting from sixth place on 
the grid on dry-weather 
.tyres and fighting his way 
into an imposing lead early 
on which be only relin- 
quished once on a pit stop 
until die final showdown 
with Schumacher. 

It was Alesi who destroyed 
Hill’s hopes, when the 
Briton tried to slip past him 
on a bend with half the race 


remaining and Alesi closed 
the door decisively. He 
clipped a front wing off the 
Williams in the process and 
Hill was forced into file pits. 

When be emerged more 
than 30 seconds later with 
his car patched up, he bad 
slumped from second to 
eighth place. 

The Briton bad earlier won 
the dog-fight with Schu- 
macher for second place 
after both drivers went into 
the pits bo switch wet weath- 
er tyres for dry ones as the 
morning rain cleared and the 
sodden Nurburgring dried 
out. 

But after Hill’s tangle with 
Alesi, Schumacher moved 
into second spot and closed 
a wide gap on the Ferrari to 
under one second before his 
third pit stop, though 
impressively past, left him 
over 22 seconds b ehind 

That appeared to leave 
him too much to do. But that 
was reckoning without 
Schumacher’s grit and 
determination and he quick- 
ly reduced the deficit, final- 
ly taking the Ferrari on the 
inside to the cheers of the 
home crowd. 


Lammtarra wins 
L’Arc de Triomphe 


PARIS ( AP) — Lammtarra 
made a brilliant stretch run 
to; win the L* Arc de Triom- 
phe race Sunday to stay 
unbeaten for his career ana 
become the first horse 
since 1971 to complete an 
impressive Triple victory. 

The British horse, ridden 
by Lefranco Dettori and 
trained by Saeed Bin 
Suroor, took the lead with 
about 600 metres to go in 
the 2,400-metre. (1 1/2- 
mile) race and stubbornly 
stayed in front the rest of 
,-Ae way. 

Second was Freedom 
Cry, who made a late rush 
to; come less than a length 
behind with Swain third 
and Lando fourth. 

Dettori was in command 
of his horse through the 
fine run down the straight- 
away. 

“Tnis horse is like a lion 
and doesn’t know when to 
get beat,” Dettori said after 
the victory. 

The victory was worth 
four million francs 
($800,000) to the owner, 
Maktoum A1 Maktpum. 

It was the first time since 
Mill Reef in 1971 that any 
horse had taken the Eng- 
lish Derby (Epsom), King 


George VI (Ascot) and 
Prix de L’Arc de Triomphe 
triple in a year. 

Lammtarra’ s time was 2 
minutes, 30 seconds and 
wept off at odds of approx- 
imately 2 to 1. 

Lammtarra also was the 
first British horse to win 
since 1989 when Carroll 
House won. 


LONDON (AFP) — Eric 
Cantona made an immedi- 
ate impact on his return to 
English football Sunday, 
bat Newcastle went march- 
ing on at the top of the pre- 
miership. 

Cantona, banned since 
January, crafted United’s 
opener against Liverpool 
with just over a minute 
gone. He later converted a 
penalty after Ryan Giggs 
had been brought down 
while running on to the 
Frenchman's through ball. 
In between, Robbie Fowler 
struck twice for Liverpool 
and the points were shared. 

Liverpool left complain- 
ing about another penalty 
decision that wasn’t award- 
ed. Boss Roy Evans said: 
“We lost two points because 
of a dodgy decision.” 

He added: “I take heart 
from fite performance of the 
lads and I’m sick for them.” 

Evans added on the return 
of Cantona: “We had to be 
sensible about it Manches- 
ter United against Liverpool 
is bigger than Eric Cantona 
or anybody ” 

Alex Ferguson was 
delighted with the French- 
man’s contribution. 

“I thought he did well. He 
was obviously very tired at 
the end but that is to be 
expected.” 

Asked whether he’d had 
any reservations about Can- 
tona taking the penalty kick 
after such a long lay-off, 
Ferguson said: “You must 
be joking.” 

United could have been 
playing to go to the top of 
the premiership but the 
other Liverpool ream, Ever- 
ton, had found Newcastle in 
irresistible form earlier in 
the day. 

Newcastle manager Kevin 
Keegan sent a message to 
the rest of the premiership 
after the 3-0 win at Goodi- 
son. “We look like a team 
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who can win something this 
season,” he said. 

The goals came from Les 
Ferdinand — his 100th is 
English football — Robert 
Lee from the penalty spot 
and substitute Paul Kitsoo, 
with Anders Limpar reply- 
ing for outclassed Everton. 

Keegan picked out Ferdi- 
nand and Lee as being key 
to the dub’s seventh win in 
eight league outings. 

He said: ‘That was as 
good a performance as I 
have seen from a centre for- 
ward. He led the line 


67th-minute equaliser to 
Deny Millwall the chance 
of going to the top. 

Mill wall’s goals came 
from Alex Rae in the sev- 
enth minute and Kingsley 
Black in the 26th. Derby's 
first equaliser came from 
Rob Wiens in the 10th 
minute, his first goal since 
his 300,000-pound summer 
move from Grasshoppers 
Zurich. 

In the Italian league, lead- 
ers AC Milan saw their 100 
per cent start to the Italian 
season ruined by a shock 1- 




soccer 



superbly and put himself 
about in the best possible 
way. 

“Everton manager Joe 
Royle talks about his dogs 
of war I have (me of my 
own in Lee. He edged out 
John Ebbrell and Joe 
Parkin son in tackles and 
then his still took Him 
through” 

* Everton have now lost 
four premiership games on 
the trot and Rpyle said: T 
am very disappointed. We 
have got to get back to that 
relegation spirit of last year, 
which took us away from 
trouble. 

Tf Newcastle maintain 
that sort of form they must 
make, a tide challeng e Fer- 
dinand makes a difference.” 

In divison one, derby cap- 
tain Robin Van Der T -aan 
rescued his team with a 


0 defeat at Bari after having 
international midfielder 
Demetrio Albertini sent off 
Sunday. 

But the early season pace- 
makers stayed one point 
clear at the top of Serie A as 
their closest rivals, Juvenrus 
and Napoli, fought out a 1-1 
draw in Turin. 

Carmine Gautieri scored 
Bari's winner straight after 
half time, keeping calm 
after breaking away from 
Milan’s defence on the 
halfway line to beat Sebas- 
tiano Rossi with a diagonal 
shot 


Goalkeeper of Bayer Leverkusen Dirk Heinen cannot stop the ball from going in to the 
goal September 30 after a free kick by Bremen’s Mario Basler. The match ended in a 2- 
2 draw (Reuters photo) Other Bundesiiga matches played Saturday were as following: 
Bayer Leverkusen 2 Werder Bremen 2; Freiburg 1 Schalke 2; 1860 Munich 2 Fortnna 
Duesseldorf 1; Karlsruhe 0 Hansa Rostock 2; Kaiserslautern 1 Cologne 1 


Champions Juventus, due 
to meet Milan in two weeks, 
failed to take advantage of 
their rival’s setback, strug- 
gling to contain a Napoli 
side enjoying their best start 
to the season since winning 
the champio nshi p io 1990. 

The visitors took a 
deserved lead in the 51st 
minute when Fabio Pecchia 
beat Juve’s offside trap 


before rounding Angelo 
Peruzzi and rolling the ball 
into an open net 
Within four minutes, 
Gianluca Vialli levelled and 
Juventus, visibly tired after 
their midweek European 
Cup win over Steaua 
Bucharest, held on for a 
point as Napoli’s Brazilian 
sweeper Andre Cruz struck 
the bar in the closing min- 
utes. 


The result keeps Juventus 
and Napoli joint second on 
1 1 points after five matches, 
one adrift of Milan and one 
ahead of Panna, 3-1 win- 
ners at Padova. 

Bulgarian Hristo Sto- 
ichkov scored twice in 
Parma’s win, giving him 
three in the last two match- 
es and four for the young 
season. Gianfranco Zola 
scored the third. 


TO LET 

One and two bedrooms, purpose built, 
self contained, fully furnished. 

For further information 
Please, call ( 686309) 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, one sitting room, dining 
room, living room, three bathrooms, 
telephone and garage. 

Location: Shmeisani. 

Call tel.: 666880 


OUR NEW BMW SERVICE CENTER 
DEMONSTRATES THE EXTENT OF OUR 
COMMITMENT TO SERVE YOU 
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dahlia ~ Abela 
, Superstore 


Abunameh Trading Co. is pleased to announce to its 
customers and to all BMW car owners the opening of its new 
BMW Service Center in North Marka as from Saturday 
October 7,1995 . 


Discover the dimensions of our 
commitment to serve you . 



THE ULTIMATE DRIVING MACHINE 


Abunameh Trading Co. 

Abunameh Commercial Building , Jabal Amman - 3rd Circle Tel. 650553 Marka Tel. 874286 Fax 647134 
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LAST TOWN TO BE FREE: A Palestinians woman carries sacks of vegetables on her 
head in the market of the old city of Hebron in the occupied West Bank. The Israeli 
army will start pulling out of most other towns in the West Bank this month in line 
with an agreement it signed with the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) in 
Washington on Thursday, but will not leave Hebron until March. The Israeli army 

. •• . .1 _c .1 —L. _ i fa A —21 -££ a 


"protect" the 420 Jewish settlers who live there among 120,000 Palestinians (see 
story on page 1) (AF? photo) 


Jordan promotes 
joint ventures 
ahead of summit 


By Suleiman A1 Khalidi 
Reuters 

AMMAN — Jordan said 
on Sunday it hoped an in- 
ternational economic sum- 
mit, due to open this 
month, would lead to speci- 
fic joint venture deal’s to 
help Arab-Israeli peace. 

“The vision we have is 
one of investing in the fu- 
ture of the Middle East and 
not selling goods and ser- 
vices...,” Omayya Touqan, 
who heads the national 
committee preparing for 
the Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) economic 
summit, told foreign repor- 
ters. 

More than 1,000 govern- 
ment leaders and business- 
men are due to attend the 
Oct. 29-31 summit that will 
look into investment 
opportunities in the Middle 
East. 

It is a follow-up to last 
year’s Casablanca econo- 
mic summit that for the 
first time brought together 
Arab and Israeli political 
and business leaders. 

Dr. Touqan, who is also 
director of the Amman 
Stock Exchange (AFM). 
said Jordan expected firm 
business deals to be sealed 
during the summit in con- 
trast with the largely poli- 
tical Casablanca summit 
last year which helped 
businessmen make con- 
tacts. 

“Unlike Casablanca, 
where we exchanged busi- 
ness cards, and declared 
that the region was open to 
business, the clear message 
.of the Amman summit to 
the international business 
community is that the re- 
gion is already open for 
business.” 

He said Jordan’s private 
sector was looking for equi- 
ty partners and joint pro- 
jects: “Not debt facilities:” 
In over 100 projects to be 
presented, they cover agri- 
culture. tourism, industries 
and financial services. 

“We are looking for joint 
venture and equity partners 
... we do not want any 
financial or debt facilities 
or loans.” 

Dr. Touqan said foreign 



Omayya Touqan. 

capital would be encour- 
aged into expanding ex- 
isting viable ventures and 
promote mergers. 

Dr. Touqan said Jordan 
was doing its part to attract 
foreign investment by a 
package of economic laws 
recently passed that has 
created a more favourable 
business climate. 

He said Jordan hoped a 
declaration at the end of 
the summit would 
announce the creation of a 
proposed SS billion Middle 
JEast development bank, 
although its fate was uncer- 
tain. 

Dr. Touqan admitted 
that the body was still a 
centre of debate between 
its backers and the Euro- 
pean Union (EU). 

Europeans oppose it on 
grounds there are enough 
lenders in the region with 
the EU itself pledging over 
Sll billion in grants and 
loans. It has proposed a 
smaller body to link those 
needing assistance with 
appropriate financing agen- 
cies. 

Many diplomats and 
businessman have doubts 
what will be accomplished 
at the summit seeing as a 
comprehensive peace has 
still not been reache'd in the 
Middle East. 

Syria and Lebanon, key 
partners to any regional 
projects, will stay away 
from the conference be- 
cause their bilateral peace 
talks with Israel have not 
achieved much progress. 


Kuwait is studying report 


(Continued 

Resolution 949 of October 
1994 requires Iraq never 
again send to the south the 
units it had deployed near 
Kuwait’s border earlier that 
month sparking off a 10 -day 
standoff with Kuwait and its 
allies. 

Kuwait’s Crown Prince 


from page 1) 

Sheikh Saad Ai Abdullah A1 
Sabah said last week that Iraq 
might be preparing another 
attack on Kuwait. 

An official Iraqi newspaper 
called on Washington on 
Sunday to open dialogue with 
Baghdad instead of meddling 
in its internal affairs. 


Rabin is 

bashed for 

criticising 

American 

Jewish 

leaders 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin is 
alienating U.S. Jews by 
attacking them for dwindling 
financial contributions and 
growing criticism of his peace 
policies, said the Israeli offi- 
cial in charge of ties to world 
Jews Sunday. 

“We should not launch an 
attack on all U.S. Jews. That 
would be a mistake of histor- 
ical proportions," said Avra- 
ham Burg, head of the quasi- 
governmental Jewish Agen- 
cy. 

“American Jewry is not 
extremist,” Mr. Burg said, 
noting only a vocal minority 
are opposed to Mr. Rabin's 
peacemaking with the Arabs. 
He said the government 
should encourage U.S. Jews 
to be involved in Israel “in as 
many areas as possible.” 

Mr. Rabin spoke to leaders 
of American Jewish groups in 
New York city Friday, a day 
after Israel and Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
signed an accord in Washing- 
ton widening Palestinian 
autonomy in tne West Bank. 

He complained that a 
group of U.S. Jewish oppo- 
nents to the accord had lob- 
bied against Israel's efforts in 
■ congress to win financial aid 
for the PLO’s cash-strapped 
autonomy government. 

“We will ignore them,” 
Mr. Rabin said. “They are 
loathsome in my eyes. It is 
time to speak openly: They 
have crossed red lines.” 

Mr. Rabin also angered 
some audience members by 
criticising the decline in U.S. 
Jews' donations to Israel and 
suggesting they should do 
more to help Israel absorb 
hundreds of thousands of 
new immigrants. 

Israel’s fund-raising in- 
come was down 20 per cent to 
a projected S200 million this 
year, according to Jewish 
Agency figures. 

Seymour Reich, a top 
American Jewish leader, was 
quoted by the Yediot Ahro- 
not daily as saying Mr. Rabin 
“got very carried away” and 
caused “disappointment and 
anger” among U.S. Jews. 

“The facts that he spoke 
about are correct, but why 
did he choose to throw it in 
our faces?”. he added. “He 
minimises our value and 
alienates us.” 

This was hot the first time 
Mr. Rabin upset U.S. Jews. 
Shortly after his election in 
1992, he ignited anger by 
advising pro-Israel lobbyists 
in Washington that the Jew- 
ish state needed them less 
than before. 


Iraq promised total openness 
on arms programmes - Ekeus 



BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq has pledged to reveal 
everything on its banned 
weapons programme, the 
senior U.N. official responsi- 
ble for dismantling Iraq's 
mass destruction arsenal said 
here Sunday. 

Rolf Ekeus, head of the 
U.N. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) on Iraqi dis- 
armament, said there were 
still several issues that 
needed clearing up but Depu- 
ty Prime Minister Tareq Aziz 
had promised to be complete- 
ly open with arms inspectors. 

“Mr. Aziz expressed the 
policy of openness of Iraq, 
not to obstruct the personnel 
involved and not to keep 
secrets any more and to re- 
veal everything to make it 
possible to verify the declara- 
tion of Iraq.” he said. 

“This is the positive side. 
On the problem side, there 
are issues remaining to be 
cleared up,” concerning 
Iraq's missile, chemical and 
germ warfare programme, he 
added. 

Mr. Ekeus said Iraq still 
had some missiles equipped 
with chemical warheads. 
“There are some missiles left 
but I really do not want to 
disclose publicly. There are 
problems with counting the 
missile warheads, especially 
biological and chemical war- 


heads.” 

Iraq, which has been under 
a U.N. oil and trade embargo 
since its August 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait, will be allowed to 
resume oil exports only when 
UNSCOM certifies that its 
mass destruction program- 
mes are dismantled. 

Mr. Ekeus, who is due to 
report on Oct. 11 to the U.N. 
Security Council on how Iraq 
is complying with disarma- 
ment resolutions, left Bagh- 
dad for his commission's rear 
base at Manama after wrap- 
ping up a three-day mission 
here. 

“I think we can move for- 
ward quickly.” he said, 
adding that the main out- 
standing issue was to identify 
the quantities of toxic agents, 
such as anthrax and a volatile 
chemical known as VX. pro- 
duced by Iraq for military 
purposes. 

His team of inspectors also 
needed to know how much of 
these agents was left and 
what could still be used in 
weapons. “We must ensure 
that there is no such capabil- 
ity left,” he said. 

He last visited Baghdad in 
August after the defection of 
former Industry Minister 
General Hussein Kamel, a 
son-in-law of President Sad- 
dam Hussein and considered 
the architect of Iraq's adv- 


anced weapons programmes. 

At those talks he gleaned 
new information on the size 
and extent of Iraq’s germ, 
nuclear and ballistic missiles 
programmes, after Baghdad 
accused Gen. Kamel of con- 
cealing the data. 

Mr. Ekeus' deputy, 
Charles Duefler, said earlier 
this month that Baghdad had 
revealed new germ warfare 
sites and also admitted to 
carrying out a live test of a 
Scud missile armed with a 
chemical warhead before the 
1991 Gulf war. 

Mr. Duefler said the U.N. 
monitoring systems would 
have to be revised in the light 
of the new information. 

Mr. Ekeus met Saturday 
with Mr. Aziz. The meeting 
was attended by Oil Minister 
Amer Rasheed, according to 
Iraqi radio. 

General Rasheed was until 
his appointment in June as 
presidential adviser on Iraq's 
Military Industries Organisa- 
tion, which runs the weapons 
programmes, and Mr.. Ekeus 
separately met him twice 
since he arrived in die Iraqi 
capital on Friday. 

U.N. officials believe Iraq, 
despite handing over tens of 
thousands of documents, 
video tapes, computer disks 
and microfilm on its weapons 
programmes last month, was 


withholding vital data. 

The Iraqi News Agency 
quoted Mr. Ekeus as saying 
after he met Gen. Rasheed 
on Saturday that he was 
“happy with the outcome of 

the talks.'* „ .. . 

It said Friday the Swedish 
disarmament expen was in 
Baghdad to "evaluate the de- 
velopments of the last few 
months to prepare a report 
for the U.N. Security Council 
on Iraq’s implementation of 
U.N. resolutions.”. 

Mr. Ekeus reaffirmed to 
reporters after flying in to 
Bahrain from Baghdad that 
Iraq had given him “strong 
assurances” that it would re- 
vise its policy of concealing 
information from U.N. in- 
spectors and take ”a more 
open attitude." 

The Swedish disarmament 
expert said he was reassured 
by the “large amount of new 
information" he had re-’ 
ceived. 

He said that the report he 
will submit to the U.N. 
Security Council Oct. 11 will 
“contain a large amount of 
information on the data that 
Iraq hid from the inspection 
teams.” 

Mr. Ekeus said Iraq’s new 
attitude was “a positive step” 
which would “serve as a plus 
point in the Security Council 
report.” 


Opposition coalition calls for efforts 
to abort peace agreements with Israel 


By Ramadan Rawashdeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Representatives 
of 10 Jordanian parties and 
independent politicians 
opposing the Jordan-Israel 
peace treaty and the Israel- 
Palesrine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) accords on 
Sunday called for collective 
action by the Jordanian and 
Palestinian people to abort 
the “Oslo and the Wadi Ara- 
ba agreements." 

The group, which is lead- 
ing the campaign against nor- 
malisation with Israel, 
emphasised in a statement 
released at a press conference 
their total rejection of all the 
agreements and the treaties 
with Israel and any direct or 
indirect recognition of Jeru- 
salem as the eternal capital of 
the Jewish state. It stressed 
its members were wiling to 
sacrifice their souls in de- 
fence of the Arab character 
and identity of the Holy Gty. 

The same group held a 


meeting in Amman on Sept. 
*29 attended by more than 300 
people from 11 governorates 
in addition to Parliament 
members to reiterate their 
opposition of the peace 
accords and to hear the read- 
ing of charter described as 
the opposition's plan "for 
protecting the homeland and 
confronting normalisation.” 

Islamic Action Front (IAF) 
Party Secretary General 
Ishaq AI Farhan read out at 
the press conference that 
meeting’s final communique. 

Among other things the 
communique admitted that 
many ideological and politic- 
al differences in views existed 
among opposition parties, 
especially over the concept of 
“just peace.” But it stressed 
that all the parties were in 
agreement on the minimum 
level of common ground, par- 
ticularly in opposing any 
moves in Jordan towards nor- 
malisation w'rh Israel as well 
as “protection of the home- 


land.” 

• The communique voiced 
the opposition parties' call on 
“leaders of the masses” in 
Arab states for support and 
to pave the way for holding a 
pan-Arab conference on 
opposing the normalisation 
of Arab relations with Israel. 

The parties passed a num- 
ber of resolutions. One of 
them called on Arab coun- 
tries to express solidarity with 
Syria and Lebanon in their 
rejection of what they called 
the Zionist-imperialist condi- 
tions for a settlement. 

Another resolution called 
for a rejection of the Taba 
accord between Israel and 
the Palestine National Au- 
thority “in form and in con- 
tent," while another called 
on the “masses" to confront 
government projects that 
open the way for Israel’s par- 
ticipation in them or allow 
the sale of property to the 
Jewish state. 

The communique also con- 
demned the cancellation of 


the Arab boycott of Israel 
and denounced what they cal- 
led the government's “viola- 
tion of public freedoms, acts 
of repression,” which, it said, 
“are being committed in the 
course of accelerating the 
drive to implement the Wadi 
Araba treaty.” 

The communique asserted 
that the Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) con- 
ference “will serve as an 
approach to what is termed as 
the new Middle East market, 
which does not sen e national 
or pan-Arab interests.” 

The communique said the 
parties had elected a 15- 
member committee to follow 
up the implementation of the 
resolutions in three months. 

Last May the government 
banned a conference by the 
opposition parties shortly be- 
fore it was due to be held and 
said the parties had sought to 
instigate public disorder by 
calling on Jordanians to resist 
the peace treaty. 


Ministry promises 
‘fair’ ruling in row 
over tissue paper 


Lyon cars torched 
after suspect killed 


By Ghatia Alul 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A special com- 
mittee set up by the Ministry 
of Supply will issue its decision 
today or tomorrow on the 
pricing of second-grade tissue 
paper, but it is not yet clear 
whether its ruling will end the 
dispute between the ministry 
and tissue paper producers 
over the latters’ demand to 
float the price of the product. 

Minister of State for Par- 
liamentary Affairs and acting 
Minister of Supply Abdul 
Majid AI Azzam told the 
Jordan Times that the com- 
mittee's decision will be 
“fair” to both producers and 
customers and will be based 
on what he described as “sci- 
entific research” of data, part 
of which was submitted by 
some of the tissue factories. 

“We will be fair to both 
consumers and producers,'! 
said Dr. Azzam. 

Tissue paper factories had 
demanded that the ministry 
float the prices of the secotid- 
grade tissue paper in order to 
offset the rise in the produc- 
tin cost which came about as 
a result of increases in the 
prices of raw material on the 
international market. 

They said that rise in pro- 
duction cost has rendered 
their current profit margin 
unfeasible. 

One factory, the Arab 
Sanitary Paper Converting 
Company (Soft), has stopped 
production and laid off its 
employees, saying that its op- 
erations were no longer feasi- 
ble after the rise of raw mate- 
rial cost and the refusal of the 
ministry to float the prices. 

The price of second-grade 
tissue paper is fixed by the 
Cabinet while that of first- 
grade' products is floated. 

Floating the price of 
second-grade products will 
allow for competition which 


will lead to improvement in 
the quality of tissue papers. 

Dr. Azzam said be was not 
convinced that floating the 
price was a viable course of 
action at this time. 

' “At this time, we cannot 
float the price of second- 
grade tissue paper because it 
is a commodity used by low 
income groups,” said Dr. 
Azzam. adding that the price 
of first-grade tissue paper was 
floated to help producers. 

“I am not convinced that 
competition will serve the 
consumers at this point in 
time,” said Dr. Azzam. 
There were instances when 
international prices for cer- 
tain commodities went down 
but no corresponding trend 
appeared in Jordan, he said. 

But he said he recognised 
the increase in the production 
cost and said the committee's 
decision would aim at pro- 
tecting the interest of the 
producers, the consumers 
and the country. 

“We do not want to be 
unfair to the producers, but 
we also do not want to put 
extra burdens on the consum- 
ers,” he said. 

He said the committee stu- 
died the rise in raw material 
prices and its decision will be 
“fair.” 

Producers who talked to 
the Jordan Times appeared 
firm in their demands but 
were tightlipped about the 
action they will take if the 
ministry turned them down. 

General Manager of Soft 
Abdul Majid AI Faouri said 
that if the ministry does not 
want to float the price, it 
should purchase the raw 
material itself and calculate 
the production cost and the 
margin of profit. 

If that happens, , “we will 
abide by what the Ministry of 

(Continued on page 7) 


LYON, France (Agencies) — 
Unknown attackers burned 
23 vehicles around the central 
French city of Lyon overnight 
after police killed an 
Algerian-born man suspected 
of links to a wave of bomb- 
ings, police said on Sunday. 

Police kept up tight nation- 
wide security against possible 
guerrilla attacks even though 
the government said that 24- 
year-old Khaled Kelkal, shot 
dead on Friday night, was 
believed to have been in- 
volved in the entire rash of 
attacks. 

Twelve vehicles were tor- 
died in the eastern suburb of 
Vaulx-en-Velin, Kelkal’s 
home town. Others were set 
ablaze in nearby areas includ- 
ing Saint-Priest and Venis- 
sieux. No one was arrested. 

“We don't know who was 
behind this, but there are 
often protests in the suburbs 
by disaffected groups. Keikal 
had few sympathisers, but the 
shooting may have been a 
pretext,” a police source 
said. 

Interior Minister Jean- 
Louis Debre tied Kelkal and 
an accomplice, Karim Kous- 
sa, to attacks that have killed 
seven people and injured 130 
others in France since July, as 
well as to the assassination of 
an exiled Algerian Muslim 
cleric in Paris, Abdul Baki 
Sahraoui. 

Asked if his arrest meant 
that France was now safer. 
Mr. Debre said in a television 
interview late on Saturday: 
“Let’s not seek the degree of 
this threat. It exists, it re- 
mains.” 

He said that an emergency 
civil protection plan that has 
mobilised 20,000 police and 
2,800 troops would stay in 
effect for as Jong as neces- 
saiy. 

But the Journal du Diman- 
che newspaper said that in- 
vestigators felt that Mr. De- 
bre had gone too far in link- 
ing Kelkal- to some other 
attacks, including one in the 


Paris underground train that 
killed seven people and in- 
jured 92 on July 25. 

“These techniques for 
making explosives are very 
widespread and, according to 
their information, several 
other groups are in opera- 
tion," it said. Investigators 
believe the attacks are linked 
to extremists in Algeria. 

Militants say France backs 
Algeria’s military-led govern- 
ment, which they are fighting 
to overthrow. An estimated 
30,000 people have died in 
violence since Algerian au- 
thorities scrapped 1992 elec- 
tions the fundamentalists 
were poised to win. 

Kelkal was shot by elite 
commandos Friday night af- 
ter a two-day manhunt in- 
volving nearly 800 police in 
woods outsides Lyon. He had 
been sought since August af- 
ter his fingerprints were 
found on a bomb left on the 
train tracks on the Paris-Lyon 
express. 

On Saturday Mr. Debre 
said there were indications 
that Kelkal was linked to at 
least one other of the wave of 
attacks which have hit France 
over th elast two months. 

But senior police officials 
doubt Kelkal was anywhere 
near the heart of a terrorist 
network coordinating the ter- 
rorism wave. 

In particular they are scep- 
tical that Kelkal could have 
been involved in the most 
murderous attack of all: the 
July 23 bombing of Saint 
Michel RER station in cen- 
tral Paris. 

One police source said of 
Kelkal: “There is no doubt 
that he was extremely 
dangerous but he wasn't a 
major terrorist. He was just a 
petty criminal who moved 
into a different field of activ- 
ity." 

Key establishment figures 
warned Sunday that his death 
risks being seen as a martyr- 

(Co»-''_ued on page 7) 


U.S. jet lands at 
wrong European 
airport 

WASHINGTON (R) — A 
Northwest Airlines jet 
bound for Frankfurt. 
Germany, from Detroit 
landed by mistake in 
Belgium early this month, 
the" Washington Post 
reported in Sunday's edi- 
tions. The newspaper said 
the U.S. Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) 
office in Brussels and 
European officials were 
investigating the Sept. 5 
incident. They said the DC- 
10 was never in any dan- 
ger. So far the inquiry; had 
traced a trail of missed 
opportunities to redirect 
the flight, including the 
reluctance of flight atten- 
dants to contact the cockpit 
crew when they and the 
241 passengers clearly saw 
the path the plane was tak- 
ing on electronic map dis- 
plays in the cabin, the Post 
said. The newspaper quot- 
ed a source dose to the 
investigation as saying: 
“The only people on that 
plane who didn't know 
where they were were the 
three guys up front.” A 
Northwest Airlines 

spokesman told the Post 
the captain, first officer and 
flight engineer had been 
grounded pending the out- 
come of the investigation. 
He said they faced discipli- 
nary action ranging from 
reprimand to dismissal. 


Brazilia phones 
x shut down in 
• cellular sale 

BRASILIA tR) — The 
telephone system in 
Brazil's capital was paral- 
ysed Saturday as would-be 
cellular subscribers over- 
whelmed it with calls, 
broadcast reports said. Dial 
rones were rare and con- 
nections almost impossible 
as the state-run Telebtasilia 
system struggled to deal 
with callers trying to get 
one of. 19,000 cellular sub- 
scriptions. The company 
had prepared to receive 
1,800 subscriber calls an 
hour but instead was flood- 
ed with 40,000 calls an 
hour, private CBN Radio 
reported The system could 
not handle the load and half 
the telephones in the capi- 
tal of Latin America's 
biggest country were out of 
service. “This situation is 
not going to nor malis e 
itself until the calls fall 
off,” a company 
spokesman told Globo 
Television. Telebrasilia 

estimates there is pent-up 
demand for 100,000 cellu- 
lar telephones in the capi- 
ta). Brazilian President 
Fernando Henriqae 

Cardoso has made reform- 
ing the state telephone sys- 
tem by opening it to private 
capital a priority of his eco- 
nomic reforms. 


Britain switches 
to metric for 
packaged foods 

LONDON (AP) — Britain 
.went metric Sunday, heed- 
ing orders from European 
Union officials to use the 
metric system for all pack- 
aged foods. Many super- 
markets have already aban- 
doned the old British impe- 
rial system of pounds and 
ounces, providing plastic 
conversion cards and post 
conversion charts at the 
meat counter to ease the 
transition. Any merchant 
who fails to adapt can be 
fined £1.000, or about 
$1, 500. The government 
has emphasised what won’t 
change: Pint glasses of beer 
in pubs, pint bottles of milk 
delivered at the doorstep 
and mile markers on roads 
will still be a part of British 
life. Stores can keep 
weighing out loose items 
by the pound and ounce 
through the end of the 
decade. There are concerns 
that stores will take advan* 
tage of the situation by 
slyly nudging prices higher 1 
as they perform the conver- 
sion. It will be hard for 
consumers to figure things 
out unless they know 
exactly what the old price 
was and bring a calculator 
with them. 



